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PART I - HfEALTH SERVICES

(Prepared in the H-ealth Research Division, Research andi Statistics
Directorate, Department of National Health and Welfare).

Provinial governuients in Canada are mainly respousille for the public
health services, frospital insurance programmenIs, and treatment of chronic diseases
such as tuberculos ' mental illness and defect, and alcoholism. Many of the
preventive health sevcs inclui&g iease detection and control and health
edu~cation, are delegated to city health c1qpartments and rural hea1lth u.nits. In
addition to the governiioj4al lialth services, lay and religiou voluntary agencies
supply a variety of community health service~s and oporateq iost of the hospital.s.
Porsonal health care is Iargely provided through physicians in private practice
and tho paramedical professions. Some provinces have introduced governent
administered or regulatei medical care programmnes.

The responsibilities of the Federa. Governmeint i~n matters affecting the
nation's health have become increasingly importanit. It rri.oa out certain

J)statutory and4 scp-odinating healtji functions of national import, assi.sts the
prov4ical he4lth services and hospital insurance programm~es through the National
Health Grants Programme and the hospital insurance shared-cost agreements, and it
participates in~ international health work, including health-oôriented projects in
deyeloping couintries supported by Canad&'s .lilateral aid programms.

In 1966, the Fede;ral Govermint enacted threa signj.ficant measures, the
costs of which idl be s1hared with the provices, designed to raise the standard of
health services: the Heaith Resources Pwid, fo~r which $500 million will ho
appropriated over a lS-year period to assist the provinces in oxpanding their medical
schools and other healtlitrainj.ng facilities; the Medical Gare Act, which authorizes
federal pa>'ments towards the costs of provincial medical care plans; and the health-
care services provisioni of the Canada Assistance Plani for persons in financial iieed,
which is retroactive to April 1, 1966.


