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treaty upon the distinct understanding that it does not prejudice their freedom
of action in this respect. The Government of the United States have compar-
able interests, any disregard of which by a forqxgn power they have declared
that they -would regard as an unfriendly act..: His Majesty’s Government
believe, therefore, that in defining their: position they are expressing the inten-
tion and meaning of the United States Government.

11.- As regards 'the measure of participation in the. new treaty before it
would come into force, His. Majesty’s-Government agree that it is not neces-
sary to wait.until all the nations of the world have:signified their willingness
to become parties. On the other hand, it would.be embarrassing if certain
states in Europe. with whom the. proposed participants are already in close
treaty relations were not includéd among the parties. His Majesty’s Govern-
ment see no reason, however, to doubt that these states will gladly accept its
terms. . Universality ‘would in any case be-difficult of attainment, and might
even be 1nconvement for :there are some states whose- governments have not
yet been unmiversally recognized and some which are scarcely in a position
to ensure the malntenance of good order and security within their territories.
‘The conditions for the inclusion of such states among the parties to the new
treaty is a questlon to which further attention may perhaps be devoted .with
advantage. It is, however, a: minor. question as compared with the attainment
of the more 1mportant purpose in view.

12. After'this examination of the. terms of the proposed treaty and of the
points to which it gives rise, Your Excellency will realize that His Majesty’s
Government find nothing in their existing commitments which prevents their
hearty co-operation: in this new movement for' strengthening the foundations
of peace. They will gladly co-operate in the conclusion of such a pact as is

. proposed  and are ready to engage with the interested governments in the nego-
tiations which are necessary for the purpose. -

13. Your Excellency will observe that the detailed arguments in the fore-
going paragraphs are expressed on behalf of His Majesty’s  Government in
Great Britain. It will; however, be appreciated that the proposed treaty from
its very nature is not one which concerns His Majesty’s Government in Great
Britain alone, but is one in which they could not undertake to participate
otherwise than jointly and simultaneously with His Majesty’s Government in
the Dominions and the Government of India. They have therefore been in
communication with those governments, and I am happy to be able to inform
Your Excellency that, as a result of the communications which have passed,
it has been ascertained that they are all in cordial agreement with the general
principle of the proposed treaty. I feel confident, therefore, that on the receipt
of the invitation to participate in the conclusion of such a treaty, they, no less
than His Majesty’s Government in Great Britain, will be prepared to accept
the 1nv1tat10n

AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN.

Note from the United States Minister at Ottawa to the Secretary of State for
External Affairs of Canada

LEcATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No. 124.
Otrawa, ONTARIO, May 22, 1928.

Sir,—In the note which he addressed to the American Ambassador at
London on May 19, 1928, Sir Austen Chamberlain was good enough to inform
my Government that His Majesty’s Government in Great Britain had been in
communication with His Majesty’s Governments in the Dominions and with
the Government of India and had ascertained that they were all in cordial



