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At a very qlhort notice, during a very busy week.,

1 aii 'asked tQ) answer the question involved ini the

headhniie above; and the editar confines ie ta the

Iiit of a page on account of the space already

engge for the October issue. 1 therefore briefly

nliake thie following nlotes:

Public school routine worl,'ilay be canceived as

divisible into two categories, (i) nmental training.

and- ( 2) ilianuial training. ,For full nminé[ develop-

muent tiiereiniust be a correspoîding (levelopuiient of

the body tlrough which thý niind mian 1ifests. itself.

As the lîand is the chief wor king organ of the bady.

ianual or hand training is wveIl taken as the general

terni for sucli education, which ini its widest scape

inclu(1es all bodilv habits as well as the contral of

the, muscles of the hand ini exact obiedience ta the

correct conceptions of the trained nîiind. Experieîc

has aniply proved, what mniglit be readily inferred,

that apart f roni elhe -practical utility of mnanual train-

ing. its sitiultaneo15 progression with nmental train-

ing aids powerfully thie sounidest and nîast effective

juind culture:- and in sanie cases it appears ta be the

onllv effective introduction ta anv nîind culture pas-

As the mental training given in the public schools

is ilot especiailyadapted ta any one. as against the

other, of the nunierous professions or occupations

necessarv. -so thie nianual training work is not

intended for the benefit of any class of people or

specific kinds of employmient, although the linmita-

tions of econonlical school work niay confine us ta

the use of niaterials suggesting die introductor.%

stages of certain trade or technical schools.

The xîîanual training of aur public schools undeý

present conditions is flot iÎntended ta be specialize-d

into trade schools, or even'into the more generalized

technical sciiools. It is intended merely ta prepare

aur vaung people ta enter directly into employments

nat requiring difficult specialized skill, or into pro-

fessional schools such as mie(iical, theological, law,

business. agricultural, engineerinig, techniical and

other colleges: or into trade scliools ini whicii a

special insicular -habit lias ta be developed so as to

becoie precise. rapid an(l seiii-autaiiatic ;or inito

apprenticeships. It is valuiable, also, -for the studen-,

whlo is ta take a university course.

The pianual training-subjects'already introduçd,

or authorized ta be introduced into ail our schools

as far as possible, are briefiy as follows:

[Vritfig, initroduced an account of its utility for

correspond(eice and record, is also useful in training

the muscles of the (wvith us) right hand into a

(lefinite hiabit of contralled motion.

Drawinig. introduced niainly on account of its

adaptation to the (levelopilient of the more varied

control of the muscles of the hand, so as ta enable

it to execute the idea clearly defined in the mmdiz

with precision. It thus shlortenis the training course

of those entering any trade school or trade requir-

ing manual deftiless. But both the freehand andl the

niiechanical drawing of aur course have also very

great directly uitilitarian advantages sufficient, as in

the case of writinig, ta justify their introduction into

everv school.
The generally recognized kindergarten work of

Our schools is the ideal for the priniary grade. Tiis

ideal should, however, be carried through ail the

1 ighier grades: onily the character of the manual

work should bel correspondiflgly advanced. Clay-

inociipig, cardboard work, Sloyd wood work, seiv-

ing. kiiittiing, and schooI-gardCeiiig have already

been tried in nmanv schools with success. School

boards and teachers are not only allowved, but aru

iýeconînîended ta introduce theni wherever the con-

(litions allow of their proper cô-ordinatiofl with thý_

other' essential *ects of the school course.

Doillcstic Sci ilè'is -the terni used in Nova Scoti%

to (lenote a groupýf subj ects involving mental as

well as ilanual tflining, ail of them of prime inport-

ance in, ever.N)liusehold. A provincial grant of

$30.0 cati be earned by a school which has the pre-

scribed equipmnent and a sufficient number of pupils

-about fiftv-above grade V of the public scbool

course. These conditions, however, confine such

courses ta the larger centres of population-to town

and city school sections mainly. .
Mechiiic Science is the terril used ta, denote a

g roup of tool-using arts, similarly conditioned a~s

domestic science, except that the grant may reach

$6oo, provided the pupils are about one hundred

The work lias hitherto been confined mnainly ta wooù

work and the necessary drawing and the cognate

natural historv. But it is expected ta develop in th-:

miore favorable localities into nietal work, etc.

especiallv when a nunîber of the pupils have coin-

pleted the present regular courses. The new and-

more adlvancedl work will be undertaken by t4iose

wlîo have previously passed through the more ele-

mlentary work, whiclî as it does not begin until tht,

pugil is in grade VI, may be undertakçp whep tý


