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And Natuire,'tlie old nurse, texak
Trhe child up<n lier knee,

Saving, -Here is a sttorv-hoaxk
- liv Fathier bath written for tbiee."

"Came, wander witlî me." slie said,
"Into regions yet tintrod.

And read wlîat is stillimuread
In the manuscritît of G(;od

And lie wandered away and away
M'itli Nature. the dearold nurse,

W'bao sang ta liii niglbt and day
'l'lie rlîvmes of the universe.

And wlienev'er the wav seemed long,
Or bis leart hegan ta fait,

Slhe wouild sing a more wonderful song,
Or tel] a more marvellouis tale.

-Fron Lrnqfellotr's " irthday Poem Io A4qaxez.

Fisli lu the schiool-room! Impossible! Of w1
use anvway ? I know absolutely nothing about thei
and. iu ans' case, the cost of an; aquarium quite sett'
the matter.

Thus tlîe littie school-nia'am. And slie stil! daul
Mien you point otit the fact that ans' large bowl
basin will hold ough water for little fish ta swi
In, a glass one, ai course, being preferable in t
initerests of observation. But their foad.-she h
ilot the slightest idea howv thev should be fed, ai
lias no time ta feed thein if shie did knlow. Then y(
genth- suggest that a iew sedges or grass-like plani
sucbi as grow in wet places shaul(l be put lu the bov
Also, and here von hesitate sligbitly, there shauld 1
some ai what is generally knoven as green sliinîe,
often seen on the surfaces of stagnant pools. TI
repuignahice ta this last-namied requisite is somewh
overconhe whien aou explain that it is in reality
specinien ai plant-growth, iurnisbing food for tl
fisli. aîid at the saine timne tending to keep the wat,
pure by taking from it decamiposed arganic matte

Blut after ail this is ready, wliere are the fishi
conie from ? Gald-fish are iaot ta be biad for tl
asking. Possiblv it wQuld be a mistake to purchaý
thein if we cotuld, as. oar special abject is ta get tI
chil1dren -interestetl iii the cammanl things araur
thein, and ta see tlîe beautv wvbich toa alten. passi
uiiiitice(l. The question af where the fisli are 1
couic iroin is ail easv one ta ansxver. The nieare
pond (1 or brook will furnijli different specinens ; ani

i sb l(l ld ot be liard ta find a boN ta select theni

Mitnlows are vcrv l)retty fishi; and one of the most
l)eautiiul ai aur comnmon fisli is the dace, whicb lias
tail and fins tipped wvith red. Sticklebacks, or pin-
fish, as the children caîl theni, are very easy tai get
and Miost interéstit)ig ta study. They are so-called
because they have spines along their backs like
thorns or pin .s., One littie school-'ma'am who be-
lieved in the value ai awakening' int erest through

£ observation. caught a sm-all trout herseif one after-
nloon, and brought it ta school next morning in a
canning-bottle. It was transferred ta, a basin and
became the centre af interest for two days, after
wvhich it was again placed in the bottle and carried
by the children ta a brook about half a mile away,
whiere it was released ta find a new home.

There is a fascination -about the easy, graceful
inovemient of a -fish in water. Witbout any appar-
ent effort hie gides noiselessly about, sinking, dart-
ing rapidly froin place ta place, and, again, resting
niotionless Jor a second or twa, or moving lazily

Ilt along as if the mere joy of living was enough. Then
ii; the shimmer of thle colors! Let those who tbink
le.i fish uninteresting give five minutes' close attention

ta one moving, lu the water, and note wben the time
)ts is up if they are as indifferent as before.
or Even if a teacher bias no information ta give on
iiui the subject, still it is good for the cbildren ta be en-
hie couraged ta observe, and lu this way ta find ont
as for themselves.' When interest is once aroused
id there are ways ai getting questions answered. Tbey
xl can "observe the general outward structure ai the
its fish. the'large.mauth, the small head, the position
el. of the fins and their niavement, the--<ail, and the
be help it is~ ta the 1ish in swimming, serving as it does
so both as an oar and as a rudder.
lîe Dissection and minute study are quite out af
at p)lace lu primary work. Childhaod is the time for.
a the awakening ai interest in living things and of

-te syuipathy with them. Adapt the work ta the child's
er condition; take 'advantage ai his judgment ai life
>r. and mavement ahd change, and quicken bis"sympa-
Io thies by' chats and stories about living tbings, ta-
ie gether with absèrvation ai their habits. Develop
se lu hlm that self-r-ontrol which brings the power ai
ie enjaying things without an inordinate desire for
id possession. Apart i rom such training the interest

isiiay degenerate inta cruelty.
to Little children are nat capable, ai deep thoisght,
st nor is it accarding to their nature ta think long ait

ida time, about any oîîe thing; their attention is easily
ii. diverted, and, iîideed, they have not the Power ta


