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Contitnuéd.
In the year 1914 the dIfficuit matter of dealing with sup-

erfluous subdivisions was undertaken by the Local'Govern-
ment Board, and the Act respecting Subdivisions.was passed.
It was found on Inqulry that owlng te the rapld increase
of population (which had grown 500 per cent In the nine,
years from the Inauguration of Saskatchewan *to '1914),
owing also to the great expansion of business- and the
flow "of capital, real property In the vicinity of urban centres.
had increased enormousiy in value. B 'ut In anticipation of
this prosperity being continued, the prices had been inflated
far beyond what was warranted by actual conditions, being
based more or less on prospective growth. In 1914, however,
nioney suddenly became scarce, business expapslon ceased,
and the flow of Immigration was checked, wlth the resuit
that these lots were Ieft a drug on the market, It was
found that there was a total of aPProximately 277,t000 acres
0f.tiiese subdivided lands, of whlch 214,000 were lnside cor-
poration limite, and by far the greater part of these lands
were not, and for many years probably wouid flot be needed
for building purposes. The Act respectlng Subdivisions3
gave the board power Ïto Initiate Proceedings to cancel plans
ef survey of subdivisoins, but it was seldom necessary to
use this power, as the owners themseives mrade application
for, the cancellatlon; and although niany difficulties, arase
where scattered lots had been sold In many subdivisions, the
,board succeded In getting several of these plans removed
and the land returned to the agricultural class where It
belonged.

The Local Government Board Act has been twIce aniended
and was consolidated at the last session. The changes
made In almost every case have merely ta do wlth methods
o! procedure which were deslgned to facilitate the business
of the board. Two exceptions to this, however, may be
mentioned. An amendment was nmade at the session of
1916 by whlch when default has been made In retiring de-
bentures of debenture coupons, when du~e, the board was
given power to intervene and adjust matters between the
defaulting municipal corporation or school board and the
disappolnted bond hoîders. The effect is ta coustîtu±e the
board a mediator between the parties concerned, se as ta as-
sist both in reaching an equitahie adjustment. This power
has many times been excercised, .and four formai inquirles
have been made in thig cozinection. The other noteworthy
change was the addition of a new clause retalling the.con-
ditions under which, in connection wlth the board's arders,
an appeal is aillwed to a judge o! the supreme court.

A new Sale of Shares Act was passed ini 1916. The main
difference between the new and the aid legislatlan is that
whereas under the oid Act the power is given after exaina-
tion, to contrai the sale o! shares of unregistered foreign
companles oniy, the new Act gives the board autbarlty over
the sale of ail shares or bonds, except those of the Do-
minion of Canada and of its provinces, of forelgn countries,
and of ail varfeties of municipal, mchool or local impro'vement
dlstricts in Canada.

In addition to the work outlined above. in lts Judicial
caaiythe Board bas on may occasions settled appeals

agalnst thie assessment of subdivisions.
The services whlch the board 18 rexi4ering may be sum-

marised as followaS:
1. It supervises the debenture borrowlngs o! ail munici-


