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The, Dominion Government and the Municipality of Ottawa,
B>' HARRLD FISHER, Mayor of Ottawa,

The existing agreement bctween the Dominion Govern-
ment and the City of Ottawa expires on the last day of
June, 1919. It is, tiierefore, necessary that somne new ar-
rangement shouid be mnade at once and ratified, at the
present session of Parliament.

Under the expiring agreement the City provîdes water
to ail government owned buildings, and also to ai build-
ings leased and'occupied by the government. The city
supplies ail municipal services to government owned build-
ings. The salaries of ail civil servants are exempt tram
taxation.

'In return forwhat ls donc by the City the Government
makes a contribution to th e Ottawa Improvement Commis-
sion for park purposes In Qttawa and vicinity of $100,000.00
each year, The Government also pays direct to the. muni-
cipality $15,000,00,«which 18 said to b. paid for fire pro-
tection. 1

1The visitor to Ottawa is shown some beautiflul Goveru-
ment buildings. He ls takien over a drlvcway which ie, 1s
told lias been constructed by the Dominion Goverrument.
He leaves the City with the impression that the residents
of Ottawa are the recipients of speclal favors from the
people of Canada by reason of what the Governmcent does
for the City. The impression whïlch thie visiter to Ottawa
takes away witli hlm lias become the. general view of the
people of Canada outside of the City of Ottawa.

Anyone who wli take the trouble to read the. existiiig
agreement andi to learn the faets as to its operation wiii
at once se. how erroneous is the generai view that the City
is greatiy indebteti to the Government. If insteati of the.
Dominion Government w. had inl the. City of Ottawa a
factory or a financial institution owning the. sanie aniount
of property andi wlth the sanie pay roll the taxes and water
rates paiti by the factory or financial institution at the-
ordinary rate of taxation would amount to at least $886, -

453.60. Thie fact is that the Dominion Government lias
been bonused by the City of Ottawa to an extent that lias
neyer been granteti to any industry or business anywhere
ln Canada.

An attenipt la here madie to state thie position of the
Government ini relation tu the City, The data for the. dis-
cussion of a new agreement la collecteti. An attempt is
also mnade to stata certain principles whldh should form
tlie basis of an agreenment.

The obligations whioii siioiii bic assunie by the Do-
minion Governhnent ln regard to Ottawa are tiieses-

First:-The Government .bould pay its equitable shar.
of the. expense,. inourred by the. muni.ipality in carryjag on
municipal governenit.

Second:-TIi. Government m.y reasoniably lie expecte ta
.êntribute in addition such sumoase are necessary ta m eke
a Capital worthy of the nation.

la Is onvenient to deal flrst with the obligation last
stated-the obligation to the nation.

Ottawa la a commercial anti manufacturing City. If lt
were nothinz more the deveinement of the City might be

of the fact that there was omapleteti in 1915~ what was called
a Federal Plan of the City of Ottawa and .icinity. To
this plan the language of the report of the. Senate Comn-
mittee on the D1strict,o(f ColIumbia miade ia 1835 may b.
applied with little mdfcto.In thiis report thie Chair-
man, Mr. Southard, spak *go George Washington's plan
for the district of Clmisaicl'-

'lit is a plan o lulated for the magnificent capital o! a
great nation, but oppresive frm its very dimensions and
arrangements to thii hbtat if t eiecution to any
considerabie extea.t is to be thrown upon thesu. No people
who anticipateti the execution and sulisequent support of
it out of their own funds would ever bave dreanmed of f or-
log sucli a lant. It woulW have been the. most consumate
folly."

What liappeneti lnWsigo must net lie repeated ln
Ottawa. In the eariy years tlie development of the District
of Columbia was left to tlie people o! the District with
littie assistance from Congresa. Thie resuit was that in
1874 the District of Columbia was bankrupt. At that time
Congress was obligeti to guarante. the principal and inter-
est of the indebtedness of the District and undertook tu
pay Its proportionate share. 'in 1878 it was dètermlneu
tliat this proportionate aliare should be one-haîf and every
Congress since lias annualiy appropriated tliat amount.

Ottawa is not bankrupt, but ln a fairiy good financial con -
diltion ant i t maY seem that this diseussion is beside the.
mark. it is submitted that this is not so. Alreatiy Ottawa
la suffering from the faflure of the Government to pay is
way. Any new agreement betwe the~ City ani the Gov-
crament mnuet b. baseti on a proper appreciation of the
principle of national responsibility for national unccr -
takings.

The pninciple that the maing of a capital must b. under-
taken b>' the. nation is o! speclel importance if the work
of the Ottawa Improvement Commission le to b. continued.
It will b. of stili greater importance if the work of the
maklng of a capital le tu b. commren<ced in reai earnest.
The Ottawa improv<ement Commission has for soin. ycars
bati charge of most but not ail of the parks in Ottawa.
To tlie extent that parks are reasonably necessar>' for an
ordiaary City the work of the Commission may lie looiccd
upon as donc for the. benefit of the residents of Ottawa
anti a contribution to local muicip>al government, In s0
far as the expentiiture madie .xceeds the reasonay,îe re-
quirem.ents of the citizens of an ordinar>' cit>' it should b.
looketi upon as capital-making and chargeti to the nation.

in Ontario uaticr the. Public Parks Act the rate for park
purposes must nOt exceed, one-hlf mill on tii. dollar upon
the asseseed vaiueo f aUl rateable real and personal prop-
erty. it is suggcsted that the Ottawa Improvement Com-
mission or the Governaient shoulti takc over aIl the parlcs
of Ottawa andi tliat'the City' shouiti as a contribution to
parks pay oas-hlI miii on the dollar. If this suggestion
were adopteti the residents of Ottawa would pay a reason-
able amount for the. enjoyment of the. parks. The Gov-
erament would lie left free to éynpen(l lni - -"Il
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