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LOOKING FOR GOOD PHOTOPLAYSý
Many Canadians are writing photoplays and seling themn in the United States

Some valuable hints ýfor the beginner in scenario writn
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Author of --lekingof the Moi

13P oH0TOPLAY writing is0 r an art peculiar te it-
D 1 self. A photoplay ie

o, purely and simnply a
CETIEDD story told iu picture

form by the aid of
coCo action rendered by the

Player.. Where smre-
thing cannot »be explaiued by
picture or action, a leader or
isert la used.

A photeplay i. life bolled down,
and eve incident that goes to
buil up t estorv mut befeasil

't like
In the

play» Make a point of selecting one that carrnes distine- rôles, together with a concisetiveness and orignality. A good titie leaves littie to be description of the character-
taken for granted, and serves to whet the curiosity of the istics of each, follow with the
fans. la fact, k should be built upon the main idea, for extras that are needed, a rnaid

and policemnan, for example.
This assiststh director in

ateigsuitable plsyers from
gisstock~ comipany and outside
sources. Never irntroduce a
superfluous diaracter, and be
sure that each individual one is
necessary for the smooth running

Bear in m~ind that a whole Anne Meru4n, ivi fo
host of leading characters is Bagmister Mferiu4n, and a
liable to confuse ~the spectator. weli à»own Scenarjo
It may be al ight in a stage Wre.

entirely out of place. Three or four principal players
tliroughout a piéture play make it more enjoyable, more
easily foilowed, and complies with the peculiaritîes of
this new art. Strive to identif y your charates earty
i the play.

The synopsis is regarded by many as the advertlsement
of the play. t is not an infrequent occurrence for a busy
scenario edkr te purchase a scenario on the strength of
the synopsis alone. The correct office of the synopsis is to
tell Mhe story of the play, not the action that takes place ini
every scene. The synopsis is the m<st important part of
the scenario, and crisply worded sentences are needed. It
should be written on somewhat similar lines te the brief
resumné of a serial story in a magazine. In very few cases
should kt exceed thrce huudred words, and in it story
telling is reduced to a fine art.

The point to be aimed at is to couclsely explain the main
plot of the play, with such mincir details as there is room


