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closing the gates of iny capital, 1 xxiii dcfcnd my people to the iast drop of mly
Wood0(. Reîgîi iii hapi))inss unltil the Ailljust, tbc Supremne Jn(igc calis ils both
before Ilis judgmient seat."

Nlad lic e l)ecss of ax Christian and patriot, anti just as g-ood a soltiier as
lic xvas, Constantine inight ]lave saveti tbe city. O r pcrhaps it wouid lie lettcl-
to say, hiad the Grecks l)een as pions anti patriotiC as lie, no graceful tapering!
minarets woultl now insinuiate thecir bcauity into, the cffect lyroduced by the great
domne of the one-timie Christian churicbi of Divinle wisdont--the mlosque of St.
Sophia. But the Greck people ioved thicir ortbo(loxy better thani their liberty. In1
vain thc Emiperor tricd to, find sonme coinnion ground on w hicl to appear for
unity xvîth, ani liîclp fromn the cbutrcli at Romc. I [c was onlly execrateti by aut
ignorant l)riesIlioo(l anti culrsc(i by a people xvbo iii tlicir fanaticisiii cricd "i3ctter
I slam iban the Pope."' Not a tentb of thei werci xviling to assist iii the tiefenice
of the city anti Constantine wxas ablc to gather arotund Iimi on1lY 4,000 citizcnr,"
wbdj were reatly to lake tiicir pilaces on tbc waiis. l'ie others Spent tileir tîmie iii
Idilcncss and in trinkiiig witbîn tbe city not assisting in any xvay but devouring
withouit regardi for tite future, tue xintcr's suppiy of provisions, I\Tahomlet grexv
more an(d more thrcatcning iii bis attitude, isolating the city and cutting' off ail
suipply by way of the tiospiioruis au(i terrorizing the surrotinding peasantry into
subiîission and iiito provitliig food for the great arniy Nvhliciibe was assenibiing.

111 1453, at the ceti of a xvintcr of terrible sismiseIS on the part of the Elln-
i)cror, the Ttnrkish arnîy iuiovcd ag-ainst the waiis of the doomced capital. IFor
somne monthis an open quarrel had seemied inevitabie and tue Enîperor hiad tised
ail efforts to, strengticn the city and to sectire aid front otiier Christiani nations.
These were "sloýw of becart to cI)eieve" tiiat the danger was SO. iiinient anid dic-
layed takinig action tintii it was tou late, 50o tiiat the Ei>eror was ilnabie to, reinî-
force lus littie ariny except by a fexv litind-reds of Vencetiani aîîd Genoese allies
xvbose trade iîîtercsts at least caused thein to, support tue Greeks. These proveci
to be îîîeî of rare courage, ci wrgy anti skili, wbose presence ofteni revivcd the
(lrooping spirits of the Grceks iii bard places tlurin- the siege. To these xvc're
ati(ed somne few gailcys xvbicb lay beliiind a greatl cbaini wlicli Ilad( beexi stretchied
across tbc Golden 1 loru froin Staniboul to Galata. W'iti these iuleagre forces
Conîstantinie deficd ail efforts of tbe fiercest j anissaries of tue Sultan to set foot
witiuin the ciýty. Ftiily 201),00(0 '.Irkisbi soldiers xxere inasscd along tue four

miles of xvaiis wiiicb sûrtrce fromn the Golden I brui to tue Sca of \i arniora.
I lge camion iiurled great bails of stone at varions gates aiong tue way. 1 I)tit-
tresses, walis andi towers xvcre battered doxvî dîîriig tue day onlly
to be built u.p during tue niglît with sncb surprising apidity anti
cffectivcness, that the Sultani excliniet ii tiespair, -Wouild to Allahi
tliat I had such iîicen !" Constantine iabored ccasclessiy to, cxiort bis mcei
to stantd for their city, tiieir cliturcii, anti thiier hlomes, anti rode along the xvalls
tiay and niglit directiîîg the ciiergies of tue besieged witii finle eliergy aîîd devo-
1-ion, seeking at the saine tiiiie te, inake peace betweeni tue tiiffercîît factions xviich
existed in the city. Over an hundred andi forty Tuirkishi shîips of war iay aiong
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