
THE WEEK,

Carefully ,seleted f rom early scientifie works. It would
bardiy (yr

Yaua 1 , howeer~ to say that these illustrations were froml
NatralHitor. Tlîey aeail very etiiaýturalt, ami are the

PrOdnct of the childlike imiaginations of early w'vor1u seholars.
Thle titie page pro(fesses to set forth "lsonie fewv exauies

of ~uait ad hgon beliefs gathered in fromn divers autho-
i1ties, anejenýlt anrd niiedi:uval, of varying degree of r-e]iab)ility,."

The WIiter lias left Il, stone ulnturlied to giN e tire world a
W1ork that xviii convey anr adequate idea of how the early

we~ looked at creation. Tt is liard to realize that they
,,eriou>, in nany of their heliefs, but tire weight of evi-

dence, w, MI. H-ulule places it before us goes to show tlîtt
th UJoritY, at least, of tire xriters were convinced of the

truth of whiit they wrote, and that very inany of threur

beliElved tlley hadl see,, aînazingly strange creatures on land
a.nd 'cea The' bookis of tirée -fatiiers olde " have been

thIrUlý investigated for material, ami althoughi Mr.
IeProfesses to give only sortie few exaniplesý we have

nore than 300 pages crowded with stories of miernaids and
Priies) strange lions and stran'ger unicorfis, of moon-wor-
%hiflg eleplîaîts and talking hy.nas, of tire phoenix and

OC o less birds of paradise, of singing svaIis anil
4"ri8cl1 ,eese. No departnîient of science is negleècted. Birds,

atfish) ail lare represented in the mrost unique formis;
iIrdeedý unies,; the forir was striking, it xvas not deemed
Wlortlîy of consider.ation by thiese early scientists. Not con-

Welt htl the inaterial at lîand they did flot liesitate ti coin-
'("ect for their readers beings of whlîi tire like Il neveu was
011 'Sea or land" Tie most notewortby of these credulous

t 1 geato ils n own Manndex ille,a traveller wlio seemis
ave "îad 80 miuch of thre story facnlty tliat bis pen could

fltresist exnbellisbing withi a few details every superstitious
U8eliefth lit bis way. He hiad his rivais, iowever, and

bc-tworthy writers as P]iny and Marco Polo seem to have
iihost as credulons as thre Munchausen of England

witeh nll( Jordanus, in his Il Mirabilia iJescripta," M un-
li esti.,,I Cosmograpliy," and Philip D)e Thann, in bis

rY) (lUite cast himi into the shade.
l1r. alinie starts, out xvith thre intention of treating

c'pî e se superstitions seriously. lru his opefling para-
""Y": "Whiie we shall undoubtedly find from time to

te lttrdi trange errors that greater oppoutunitv of observation
thn 'lteelte yrectified, and encoubtnter înany things
rei atfaY proxvoke a sme we must i tire forefront of our

of rk very defiitelv assert that inucli of tire literary work
Uancestors in tîÇis branclh of studv ijs worthy of 11i11

18 bnendation, and that anything appî'oaching scorfi oi, sneer

tùde inely OUt of place." This is, no douht, tire proper atti-
hut whiel to do justice to any belief or school of beliefs,

'Ilt 1I, 1lumeis, like ourselves, nerely human, and when

ell as "'Of stories of hears xvbo enjoyed tire sting of the
ho t seve as a kind of Worcestershire sauce to tire

Carefi' ohippopotami who, when they got too fnlbodd
FIP,.lyPunctured their thick bide to let ont some of the

rou 0'8 lood, and then filled np the hole witb Nule

1 los Who, when attacked by unicouns, took to trees,
al"Ud the Unicuns to stick their houns fast in the trunk,
""gth" nd leseded to kill themn at leisurei- hie langhis out-

hilendwe laugh witlî bim.b

Serise tbe book is a tboroughly scholarly one in the
illu,,t liraries of material have been investigated for

The a 1o8,iti also scholarly in perhaps a higher sense.
riîuter iS% thoroughly familiar with the poets, aud it is

IntO h rnany quotations hie succeeds in introducitig

kiltofi and the bo00k front Spenser, Marlowe,Slakespeare,
egn and Ote, Shakespeare seems to be most famiiarwith

tuI superstitions beliefs in strangeîy created beings
~fOt that MuI. Hulme asks us to believeè that Shîakespeare

Pt 1 aIn these things, but the fact that hie used tirent

b;i te ]lis ideas is proof that they were xidely accepted
.atre-goers ofisdy

t We have said enough to give some idea of the mine
tl1.e auhrwokd for bis book, and yet hie says at the

gra'store ofv foktor used np one hundredth part of the
th;t ' or o fok-]reand ancient and medixeval science

15 mi Open to investigation." Hie was wise in not giving
Ze ;nl î1Yte veyscientific antiquarian conld have fol-

0gîvi 'I tbrough many more pages. Indeed, in bis anxiety

lare, ayJ h'8 Page 'witb a confused mass of details, but thîs iý,
aldthe reader will skip but littie of it.
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BRiEFER NOTICES.

Eli'ýjdilet1rt Gleti~, Jf.B.: Tire Experiences of a Lady
boctor. By Annie S. Swan. (Toronto:. W. Briggs. I S95.)
Elizabeth Glen's portrait foutus the frontispiece to tliis vol-
unie and gives ns tbe idea of a lian(lsomne young woinan,
initelligent and strong witlîout beingr unfeiiîiine or mniniish.

1 hlave always," said tire the autlior, II considered Eliza-
be~thi len to be ai beautifu] ýwomian, and she is so still....
Rather albove the niddie hieighrt, strai 'glt as a pole, Nvell
nmonlded, and elegantly dressed, a sweet, grave, attractiv e
face, witlî a miobile yet fluaii monrir, and giorions grey eyes
capable oif a bewildering change of expression -sucli is iiy
friend as site appears to mie; beautiful, wonianly, lovable
exceedingly." Elizabeth Glen was tire oiy daughter of a
Scotch proprietor and as girl and woman had loved tire only
son of tire proprietor of a neiglibouring estate. Tt %vas ail
but certain tbat tbey would nîarry wbeiî lier expressed pur-
pose of studying miedicine led to a nîisnniderstan (ing (yetw ccii

tiieni. Ne went ahîroad and subseî 1uently married another
lýady. -who died riot long afterwards. Elizabeth Glren becaine
a plîysician in London, and tire volume before ns contaîins
soîne stories of bier experience as a (loctor, and tlîey are ex-
tremely good stories, suclt as one reads witbout laying dowîi
tire book. Thre last chiapter of ail tells of lier meetiung witli
lier eariy lover and of wlîat theni happened, wvbicl our read-
eus munst find ont fou theiselves. Thre portrait at tire begin-
ning of tire book looks as tlîougb it relîresenteil soine real
person, and so it inay. The heroine may be actually aur
Elizabeth Glen, or she niay bave somne otber prototype, or
shie nîay bc the creation of MuIs. Swvan. But. lîoWever, tliis
iay be, -,ve are gla(i to inake bier acquaintance, and hiope
there niay le înany more such iii tire would.

hoJlIoo(,, us Iith t/cp, PestfCojes~s (Boston : J. B.
Millet Coînpanyi.-This is a xvork oif great merit. The .

B.Millet Comnpany did a grood thîing when tà)ey lu ouiglit (out
their yeny excellent an(1 coniprelieisive work Il Fanons Coin-

posei.s," and1 that it was a Ilecessity cari he ea-sily iîîiagilied
wlîen one tiîiiks oif the îiurtiîbcu soid, sonbe 30,000 copies. I n
this preselr xvork, ''Il aîf I ours," whieli, by the way, coules
to us tliuoughi A. G. \Tirtue, of tlîis city. geuier-al agenit for
Canauda, we have preseit-( to tire îmusic lover, iusiclun and
amateur, eiegantly engraved and nieritorious pieces hîy popu-
lau classical coîiposers, including selections froin tluirty *of
tire hîest Anieuican writers, sucli as Macdowell, Arthunr Bird,
Etîtelbeut Nevini, Reginald IDe IÇoven, Adoîf M. Forester,
Chadwick, Arthur Foote, Paine, Liebling, and Mason.
These and inany others have written original compositions
expressly for this publication. Tbis is certainly a inost im-
portant feature, and as Theodore Thomias says, "la genine
indorsement of Amierican talent." Anotmer iîîteresting
feature is that the portraits of these thirty conîposers will
serve as a frontispiece, and will be followed by a necessariiy
brief biographical sketch, wjth a list of the composer's prin-
cipal works. The editor is Mr~. Kani Klauser, a musician of
wide experience and culture, Who is familiar witlî the wbole
field of nmusical literature, and m ho lias been for many years in

almost constant interconuse xvitli the greatest musicians of
ou tilue. The work will doubtîcîs circulate widely, and as

it is sold by snbscription in thirty parts, eacb containing fif ty-
two pages, at sixty cents peu part, it xviil not be expensix e.

Tt is issued at the rate of two parts a uîontb, and sold

ec<uiPL Y subscriPt ton.

oivikap unt?: or IIlow the Gospel Reached tire Nelson

River Indians. By Egerton R. Young. (Toronto: Win.

Briggs. 1895.)- We cannot tell how rnuch of this pretty

book is fact, and how mucb is fiction Bnt it con tains a

very jnterestiflg story, gives a graphic account of Indian life

and customs, and shows ns how the Indian mind reaches ont

for tire trntb and receives it. The name of the hero signifies

IlOne who is, lon9iflg for light," and thiat of the heroine,

Asturnastao, "lOne who dwells in the sunshine "-a very

charîiig creatiofi, if it is a crîŽatioti. The story of Oowik-

apmn, f non its firstchapter, when ibe first encounters Chris-

tian life in the person and borne of Memnotas, onwards througb

many perilous adventnres front wild beasts and wild men, to

the winniflg of Astumastao and the adoption of the gospel by

the Indians of the Nelson River inakes upi a narrative wlîich

will be read. witb interest and pleasure by old and young.

1'1111 2nd, 1895.]


