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The Prior of St. Clements, Rome, the very Rev. Dr. 0'Caiiaghan, lias
bea n pointed Co-adjutor Bishop of Cork, with right of succession to the
see on the death of the present incumbent.

THiE United States Congregationai Year-Book for 1884 reports the
total membership of the denomination at 396,246. The total of additions
was 28,378. The losses by death, dismission, and discipline were 19,362.
There were 6,37-! aduit and 5,366 infant baptisms. There are 4,016
churches, of which 941 are vacant, 936 have pastors, 2,149 acting pastors.
The total of henevolent contributions from 3,077 churches is put down
at $2,638,619.

A HANDSOME new churcli was opened lately at Sarnia by Bishop
Baldwin, who preached eloquent and appropriate sermons morning and
evening, whule Dean Boomier preached an excellent sermon in the af ternoon.
The churcli was crowded with attentive listeners. The edifice, cruciform in
shape, is a fine specimen of Gothic architecture. Its erection and completion
cost $20,000. Special services were continued the following Sunday, when
Canon lunes, London, and Rev. G. C. Mackenzie, rector of Grace Church,
Bradford, were the preachers. In connection with these services a recep-
tion was given to Bishop and Mrs. Baldwin in the Town Hll.

CARDINAL MANNING; has gracefully yielded to the inevitable interviewer.
To that ubiquiitous individual hie is reported among other things to have said,
"I long to see America and know the Americans, but alas I am too old.
.Lknow but one journey to make now. Forty times 1 have journeyed 4o
Rome, and I arn well weary of that .jouruey. The position of the Churcli
in America is to me of great interest." In reply to a question on the present
condition of the Church lie said : IlThe Church lias been to an extent
driven from the position whicli she liad attained. Wliether she will ever
be restorcd to that position no man knoweth, but this we do know. No
man who laye liands on the Vicar of Christ, and thus on the Churcli, has
ever prospercd." The Cardinal spoke highly of the work of the blue
ribbon army, bute ondemned the operations of General Booth. 0f Free-
rnasonry, lie said that the Churcli could not approve a secret system
becauso it was sometimes harmless.

ONE of the most recent noteworthy ecclesiastical. assemblies lias been the
meeting of the Pan-Presbyterian Alliance at Belfast. Representatives
from the Presbyterian Churches throughout the world met in the Ulster
capital. Principals Caven and Macicar and other prominent ministers and
eiders were amnong the Canadian representatives. Various subjects of
practical intercst were discussed. There were lively debates on the proposal
ta formulate a statement of doctrines held hy the Preshyterian Churches
and on the application for the reception of the Cumberland Presbyterian
Churcli into the Alliance. Three years ago at Philadeiphia that application
was refused. The consideration of these two questions evoked considerable
warrnth, but no ill-feeling. The Council deciined the task of making a new
creed, and the liberal spirit prevailed over the conservative in acceding to
the request of the Cumberland Preshyterians, who are now included in the
fold of the Alliance. The delegates were liospitably entertained by the citi-
zens of Belfast. ASTERISK.

A REMARKABLE BOOK-IL*

TirE space taken up in a former issue of TirE WzxK with a notice of Prof. Drummond's
very important contribution ta, the literature of Apologetios would seem. to make auy
further reference to the book unuecessary, and- any extended examination of hie
argument a work of .aupererotation. But aside from the fact that we had promised to
return to the book, the subject is so important, and its method of treatment Bo novel
snd attractive, that we may bie pardoned for unduly trespassing upon space in a journal
which some may think ought to be reservefi for purely literary purposes. Should objec-
tion lie taken to Our occupying this space, we miglit venture to remark that Religious
Philosophy ought not necessarily to be cstrauged from literary journalisma, sud that the
uewspaper, and more particularly the religious, press-aud shaîl we say aveu the pulpit ?-
too ofteu fail to make the publie familiar with the bcst produot of contemporary religions
thouglit, and witli fresh views of Christian truth fromn mindo, espeoially, that have
escaped euswathment in the cerements of the past. The mental hunger of the time
for Ilmore liglit"1 on the deep problemas of this world aud the uext, is a faot which no
writer or teamher cau wisely ignore ; and not only the pulpit but the press incurs algrave
responsibility if it fail to bring baeore its special constituency some inkliug, at
Ieast, of works that are likely ta « "broaden and deepen carrent ideas about the actuali.
ties of religion," and, it may be, give ta a distraught world that cheer aud hope whicli
are its urgent need, and will afford it ita brightest illumination. Bo materialistic, if
flot infide], lias hecu the literature af science iu recent years, and so attractively lias it
been presented and lieue greedily devoured, that the service whicli a Chiristian writcr
can reuder, flot only in calling the aga back to its old faiths, but in elevating that upon
which it securely rests, and makiug its professors re-enamored with its gospel, is one
that ouglit to win for bis work hearty commendation and the widest publicity. Hence
is it that wc have not only called attention to Prof. Drummond's remarkable book, but
also souglit space in these coua ta set forth the views and examine the thouglit
in detail af this new and pawerf ni teacher.

But we would do injustice ta our author if wesepoke of Science, now-a-days, as li any
great degree hostile ta religion. A scientist himsslf, Prof. Drummond is a witncss ta
the contrary ; and with liearty cordiality and impressive lionesty lie repeatedly acknow.
ledges the gif t af Science ta Tlisoiogy, and, on fitting occasion, is candid euough event ta
deride, the latter as a science. It le this attitude of fair-play which nlot only creates
confidence iu aur author's ability and judgmeut, but gives weight ta his argument and
convincing power even when loie t most dogmatic. With judicial fairness hie ascribes
praise alike ta Scisntist and Theologian, and whcre merited in equal measure awards
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ta each blame. In anc passage in hie book Prof. Drummond arraigus TheolagY f0r
being in many essential respects, "«centuries behiud cvery department ai science
kuown ta him,", sud even excuses scientists, who have learued to look upon Law 80
authority, for distrusting Thcoiogy and growiug cold ta it. In another passage, Villi
a nonchalance that raises a amile, lie charges Science witli bciug the truc deiauhter
(for, as lie sys, Theology liaf ta wait patiently for its development), andl bore, andiIl
hundred other instances, lic adroitly uses its weapous ta figlit the battîca af Christiicitl,
At the same time, lie irankly owus, Ilthat had the revelation af Law been given 50One1',
it had been uninteiligible." But Theology, meauwhuie, lias not been standing Otil].
0f reccut ycars, particuiarly, it lias made enormaus strides, sud reaclied a stage 0'
deveiopient little less exaltefi than that ai its twiu-sister Science. For a tinte, it i'
true, Thcoiogy was in dread of the revelations ai Science, sud the heart of iaitl itOil
sauk with fear af impeuding main. But to-day, so far froma there being autagano0

betwecu the anc and the ather, they are founfi ta be lu startling accord ; sud the
statement eau go uuchalleuged, that 1'fia single. fact of Science lias discredited a lact in
Religion." With this assurance, the hope expresed by aur author may be iurther
indulged, that 11with the inspiration ai Nature ta illuminate wliat the inspirationi Of
llevclatiou lias lef t obscure, bocreesy iu certain whole departmeuts shall become iiX1P0i»
sible." Ilow mucli our author does ta canvince us of this, sud ta fill the reader's mina
witli a realiziug sense ai the cammon end wbich Nature sud Revelation have in 73Bw,
sud towards whicli both arc progressivciy warkiug, aven a cursory pernesai of hie book
wili abuudantly iudicate. Speahiug ai the former, lie saye:. "It is impassible ta beliefe
that the amazing successes of Revelation in the domain of Nature during the aist toeV
ceuturies, at which the world lias ail but growu tircd wondering, are ta yield nathilg
for the higlier 111e." Wliat hie bias made them ta yield, iu the book before us, MAY in
some feebie measure bie gathered' irom what we have already said, sud wha.t We have
yet ta eay, of lis ridli sud suggestive volume.

Rcsumiug aur aualysis af the book, which must now neessarily be bni, we coae 10
thc clapIer ou« "Degencration," iu which Prof. Drummoud diecuses thc scieutific JaWt
of IlReversion ta Type," sud shows tliat a correspoudiug law le aI work in the case b!
man's spiritual nature. Here, in Mr. Darwin's illustrations from plant sud animal IiÎ9,
af the deterioration that sets in wlieu the influences of nurture, domestication, o
cîvilization are removed, lie fluds this analagy, tlîat wliere the seul is not cared for, led,
sud nurîurcd, a natnral retrograde movemeut begins, sud an inevitable relapse loto0
barreuness sud death cusues. This law, ai the eultivated rcverting ta wild aud Worth*
lesa forms wheu tle agencies o! cultivation. are witlidrawu, is affirmeil ta bie a uuiver5o,
principle demousîrated by facta and the analogy ai ail nature. Little cillier ini natelr
oi in life maintaine an equilibrium : the teudency is aiwaysecither upwards ar dOwn*
warde ; the lient, iu fact, ie ta decay: at best, il is but a tcmporary endowmiell thse
keepa anythiug alive. Iu the spiritual lufe thc sualagical equivaient ie deathi.-dO*tb
from sin ; sud the active, ssving prineiple is Salvation. As incny as received Hi% té
thern gave HIe power to becomne the sons of God. The negleet ai Salvation is in the pre0en t

chapter aptly illuetrated from Nature, lu the cousequences that came o! mieuse 0i the
organe wiîli whidli animal hile is endlowed. As Nature visils the neglect or disilaS 01
tIsse orgaus by reducing tliem ta a rudimentary state, so atrophy overlakes the 01
sud witîdrawal ai tIeceapacity ta appreciate saivation la the penalty ai spiritual 151dUf
ereuce. "1It is a distinct fset by itsd1," says aur suthor, "1that ou rurely noaI1fl
principies thc soul that isle iit ta itsoîf unwatched, uuculîivated, uurcdcemed, 01&
fali awsy into dcatli by its awn nature. The soul that siuneth ' it shaîl dis.'- '
Thers is an affectation that religiaus truilis lie beyond the spliere ai the calflp,'
hension which serves mon iu ardiuary thinga. This trutli aI iest musI bie an os
tien. It lies as near the natural as the spiritual."

In thc clapIer trcatiug ai "1Growth " Prof. Druimmond flude hie text ifl th@
parabis, "ICousider the lilies of tIe field, liow they grow, " sud preaches , chariIlog
lay.sermou an living a composed Chiristian hie, " a lie whicî Gofi will uufold for
us, witliout aur snxieîy, as lie uufaids the flowcr." Sanctification by faiîh raellut
than by worke le tlie lesson; sud lie adjures hie readers, if they wauid learu the boisal
ai the Sermon on the Mount, ta note the two characteristies ai ail growth-O~PonOIo
couenese sud mysteriouaâness-priucipies that have their analogy i the regeneratlî
ai thie seul, sud that mysteriously fashion sud shape it, witliout visible effort, Uuil
iu the perfection ai ils growt it i 1 fil ta enter thc Kingdom ai 'Heaven. The wn
blowcth ïvhere it listeth: thon hearest the sound thereof, but cans f not tell whence "
cometh or whither if goeth ; so is every one tisat i8 born of the Spirit. Spirituial growt'
hike that mauifested in tIe world ai nature, le "maintaincd and secursd by a $PO,"
tansaus sud mysteriaus iuward principie ": it is Ged which, warketh jin U. Here O5r
author, howcvsr, 18 careful ta say, that 11ws are nat lodging a pies for inactivilY ai Ili'
spiritual anergis, but for the tranquiility ai the spiritual mmnd." Be sil, and k01
t/uit I arn Ged. "1If God, " lic remarks, «"lei adding ta aur spiritual stature, unfoîdw~
the nsw nature withiu us, il is a mistake ta keep twitehing at the petale 'witlOu oUf
fingere. We must seek ta lot the Creative Hand alous." It is God which giveth 11
increase. 

1Iu the iolhawing section, on IlDeatli," Prof. Drummoud fluds Biolagy cloquent
illustration ai hie subjeet, sud cites it for a scieulifie definition ai Eternal Life in th1e
cniep, compact pirssology ai Herbert Spencer. "The essential characterietie of Il
living arganiem, " sys aur author, "lei that it le in vital couneclion witli its g5i15w
surraundinge." lu biological language, a living human being le said ta lie "l in011*o
pondeuce witî hisenviroumeut; " wlien death overtakes him, thers la a "ialiI'9ou
ai carrespoudeucs-a isilure ta adjuet internai relations ta external relations," .
ta enabie the lufe ta continus ta correspond witli itsenvironment. The applicaio
these terme ta the spiritual condition ai man wili iuslautly striks thc resder O
enable him ta realize the exceeding aptuese sud beauty ai aur autlior'o atteInP
illustraIs the parallel phenomeuon ai deatli in the spiritual world. Thie $P0i1 w
world, according ta the wniter, is simply Ilthe autermost segment, circîs or ciiCie0' O1
the natural world ; " sud man being the only organism able ta carrespond etia
with hie surrounlinge, Prof. Drummoud pute the mamentous question: "Axe '

compassing tke whole enviroumeut ?"' If nat, then with regard ta, that cieoO
segment witli whidli we do not correspond, we are dead. IlThose," lie $$y$,
are in communion, with God " (a terni by which aur autxor boe reverently expop
the personal relation correspondiug ta man's autermost cirele ai enviroumdili) 64 jiva
those wlio are nat, are dead." With ineressiug intercet ta the reader, Prof. D)r10iP'o
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