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drifting off in airy wreatbs of vapour Boscawen perceived
with astonishment, the Aréthuse sailing jauntily away, the
white flag, glittering with golden fleur-de-lys, emblemn of
French sovereignty in the New World, floating proudly
on tbe breeze. The old chronicle which we have already
quoted says "The English admira], surprised at the bold-
ness of this escape, sent several of bis fleetest ships in
pursuit, but Vauquelain eiuded them ail, and arrived safely
at Bayonne."

It was weil it happened so for a few days later that
desperats struggle, against the inevitable, ended. The
French fleet was entirely destroyed. Six hundred English-
men took possession of the Prudent and the Bieulaisant
during the night. The Prudent blîrned down to the
watermark and as the Bien faisaut was being tawed away
Ilber masts fell, she bad been so sbattered by the cannon."
The 26th July, 1758, Louisbourg capitulated. Even
Vauquelain's fiery impetuous valour could not have saved
him from the destiny of his companions but amidse ail
these disasters and humiliations, he had succeeded in
saving hiý ship and the bonour of bis flag.

Conversing with some Frenchi naval ofcers after the
capitulation, Adrai Boscawen exclaimed :

"lGentlemen, 1. don't know who commanded the
Aréthuse wben s so clever]y escaped me. l'Il wager that
lhe is a merchantman, he knows bis trade so weli. If the
captain of a frigate under my command had done as much,
my first care on arriving in England would be te ask the
rank of captain of a man-of-war for him."

Services io brilliant vould certainly seem te meit a
worthy recompenso. Franco, however, bas aiways had an
anfortunate propenaity for laying ber prophots and
martyrs, for reviling or ignoring ber heroos.ý The nautical
skill of this foarless sailor was admired even by bis onemies,
bis auperiority admitted by tbe wbole French nsvy, but he
was of plobian birtb, and ho beiongsd to the merdhant ser-
vice, these facts placed an impassable barrior betwoen
Vauquolain and the officers of theoline. IlThe most petty
naval officer would have biushed to acknowledge hlmi
among bis comrades," says the old annal. Se smarting
with a wound that crushed bis prïde, as weil as bis senso of
justice, bis bot beart biazing witb impotent resentment,
the riglit of serving as one of the Kings officors denied
him, the gallant mariners only recompense was to be again
sent out.

Vauquelain was given two frigates, with orders to sait
for Quebec, to warn the Governor te prepare for resist-
ance. On bis arrivai he received frein the Marquis de
Montcalm commnand of ail that remained of the French
fiset in New France. Neanly ail the English squadron,
twsnty vesseis of the lino, twenty frigates and a number
of transports were anchored betwssn Montmorency
and Quehec. Our bero lived through the tragic drama
wbese firat scenes had been enacted at Louisbourg. Wolfe's
batteries for sixy-five days showered sbot and sheil upon
Q uebec and the south shore for a hundred miles together
blazed with the fires of devastation. The senses ail stimu-
Iatod to the higbest point repreduced vividly the~ scenes of
tragedy. Promn the dock of bis ship Vauquelaîn could
watcb the heavons glowing with the lured light as the wild
flames shot up fromn the burning villages of Ange-Gardien,1
St. Joachim, Château Rieher, Sb. Nicholas, St. Croix and
Isle d'Orléans. Hie saw Queboc set on fins by the one-
mies' gans, and bebeid the fait of hs cathedrai, Notret
Dame des Victoires, from whose arched roof had hung thet
flag of Admirai Pbipp's, se heroicaily taken by Lemogne
de St. Heléno. lie did good service during the bombarding
of Queboc. At he battle of ths Plains of Abrahamn ho
directod the management of the hoavy guna, bsading
marines, who inspired hy the unconquerable energios ofd
thoir cisf, performed predigies of valour, and iaboured
strenuously to resist the Englisl batteries at Point Levis.

When the history of New France vas finished at one
fatal blow, Vauqusiain, unwiiiing that bis frigates sbouid 8
be inciudod in Vhe capitulation, rssolved to gather bis peo-
pie togethor and geV out of Quebsc. Hie waa fortunately 1
able to roadli a spot noV guarded by the enemy. There ho 9
chose winter quarters, be and bis men living as best they 8
couid on board the Atalante, alwaya maintaining communi-h
cation with the Cbévalior de Lévis, and watching with cool,
unwearied vigilance ail that passed at Quebec. Anyone I
who is familiar with the igeuir of this northorn climats, dan t
appreciate the miseries and perils of sucb a mode of tifs.In Captain John Knox's journal ws flnd constant mention E
of the alarma occasioned the English garrison by Vauque- t
tain, among others those of Vhe 28rd of October, 1759,1
and the 23rd of November. Ail bis manoeuvres wors '
carried out. with a marvoilous dasb and gailantry. Ones
dark night, hs 28tb of November, he set fire te a wrecked t
veasel and turned the guna to wards the Engiisb, who aston-
isbod at roceiving a fire of mystonious bullets, neyer sus-m
pectsd that this was the the French sailor's fashion of tl
rsvenging the burning of the Bieu faisant at Louisbourg.
Duing the night of the ôtb of May, 1760, with a dare devil tf
audacity whicb is almoat incredible, he saiied a war sloop f
beneath the Engiish batteries, and the enemny neyer
peceived bier until asebad passed away out of roach. Ail Y(
that night witb the reckless emerity of a forlorn hope, he
laboured steadily, carrying cannon front Lévis' camp Vo b
the open trench before Qusbec. Hie then started out in
the hope of meeting hs eagerly longed for fleet and on A
the 9tb returning, he passed in open day under the Engiisb a
guns and reported bimseif to bis corÙmander. "The llVbt t
of May," says Knei's journal, "lail Quebec was aroused. p
The garrison flsw to arma and nemained in readiness until ai
the morning.» This was again Vauquelain who bad been
reconnoitning, and who narrowly escaped a abelil rom hi

the English sbip Leosto#, then in Vhs harboun. Immedi-
ateiy after the French had gained ths victery of St. Foye,
Vituquslain brought the At1alante~ and the «Pomon.e up to
L'Ause du Foulon.

At Quebec, Vhe days betwesn the 28tb of April and
Vhe 7th of June, 1760, were freigbted witb ail Vhs anguish
of an intolerable suspense. The people of New France,
white stili flghting desperately, began to realize the terrible
poasibiiity that Vhey might be basely and deliberatsiy
abandoned by their king. Montcalm, as the Marshall de
Belle JIs had coldly baie bim, had made Il the beat fight
ho could te savo Vhe kings honour and bis own." Longing
eyes, fron both armies, anxiously and incessantly scanned
the horizon in aearch of Vhs fiset that was to give Canada
te Engiand or to savo ber again for France. Ths 7th of
June, a cry arose that a sait bad been sighted by the
sentineis. The besieged flew to the ramparts; the
beaiegers ciimbod. every eminence front wbich they could
obtain a view. There was something oppressive in this
concentrated intensity of interst. Does the soiitary sait,
gieaming white in the sunabine, mean deliverance or utter
los? Another and stili another sait dots the sparkling
waters. A flag is nun np. Thene is stili an intervai of
tincertainty before it ia unfurled; thon it waves bravely
in the air, visible to a >Il. A hearty, ringing cheor breaks
from Murray's soidiers-to them the royal standard is an
*emblem cf homo and country. The French regard each
other in despairing silence, the keenness and cotupleteness
of Vhesatroke crusbed the spirit within thent, circumstances,
overwholeming in force and ruthlessness, had preved tee
strong. Levis raised the siege, sending Vauquelain
ordors te move higher up the river. Il The weather was
bad," says a journal of the siego. "The river having been
wonderfuily reugh during Vhe nigît, the orderiy failed te
reach Vhs captain cf Vhs A talante."

At day break a vessei cf the lino and two frigates, the
Vanguard commanded by Commodore Swanston, the
Leosio,// by Captain Dean, and the Diana by
Captain Schomberg, started in pursuit cf Vhe French ships.
The Pomnone waH stranded ab Liilery. Vauqusiain
signalled te the amaîl boats te run agreund at the entrance
of the harbour at Cape Rouge and he did ths sanie at
Peinte-aux-Trembles. The sun lad risen over the bill tops
of Laugon and gilded Vhs boid, dark crests cf the Lauren-

ides. The~ great prornontory cf Quebec, crowned witb
fortifications and invested with prend menteries cf cenflict
and henoic devotion, lay radiant in the sunshine. Realiz-
ing a position wbicl was fast becomiug deaperate, for two
heurs Vauquelain eudured Vhe fire of the English guns,
returning shot for shet. Hie fougît resolutely until bis
ammunition was exhausted and net a single cartridge
remained. His officers bad, without an exception, bei n
ail killed. TIon the captain cf Vhs A talante ordered
any cf bis mon who were still able Vo figît Vo take Vo the
boats and make their way te Levis. The slip was
sbattered and dismantled. The moasts lad been shot away
and te the stump cf the mizzen mast Vauquelain nailed
bis coicurs. 1His comrades, wouuded, dying and dead, lay
on every aide. The commander throws himsef down
among thent. It is oesof those heurs cf voiceless, help-
leas suffering wbich are se terrible te Vhs strong. Te Vhs
patriotic Frenchman's flery pri(lO this defeat meant
unspeakabie humiliation, an anguish beyond expression,
the reliuquisbment cf every hope. Perhaps-let us hope
that it may have been se-at Vhis aupreme criais, some
whiaper cf that white-robed augel cf consolation, wbo
strengtlens thesosul in periods cf tntter desolation, may
have reacbed bim, teacbing Vhehs boeo comprehend the
divins truth that failure and earthly less are noV irreme-
diable-that mi8fortune borne braveiy aud patieutly may
ho infinitely mors noble thItnthe moat brilliant succeas.
Thon fire burst eut on Vhs A talante.

When VIs Engiish boarded the French vessil not a
sound waa te be beard except ths crackiing of the fiantes.
The acene waa solitary and mouruful, tIers was aoetbing
gbastiy in Vhe utter stilînoas, in ths desolation cf river,
sky and sa. Finaily Vhey percoived Vauqueiain. He
lad Vhrewn bis aword overboard that ho might noV be
obliged Vo give it up. Hie was in full dress, wearing Vhs
Laced coat and waistcoat, chapeau, lace ruffles and saab cf
the period.

ciWhy don't you bring your flag 1" demanded the
English officer. Colour and beat carne rusbing back te
the Frenchrnan's cbeeks and lips. IlIf I had any powder
left, Monaieur, I sbouid aVili talk te yen," ho nesponded
witb proud defiance. "lAs te my fag, if ycu want it you
mnust take it. My duty as a Frendh sailor bids me Vry Vo
tako the ensmy's doleurs, net te give up our own."

The Englisb officer himseif teck down Vhs Frendh flag,
made arrangements for aiding Vhs wcunded and burying
the dead, and caused Vhs captain Vo embark in bis boat.

At Quebes, Admirai Swanten roceived ths captain cf J
tho Atalante as a beo. t

siI appreciato your gailantry se bigbiy," ho said, ilthat ýwant yen te ask me without restraint for wbatver
rou wiah."

IlWhaV I wouid prize above ail els, Monsieur, would
bc my liberty and permission Vo, return Vo France." t

Aýn English document cf Vhs tinte observes: "lThe t
Admnirai had so much respect for this oflicer that ho sent V
aship Vo carry bimtVo Europe, with erdera Vo VIe captain r
to cbey Vauquelain and Vo allow bimt te land at whateven
port he might select. lie was perntitted Vo take with him. c
*ny Frenchmen he chose."

Hua adversariss esteomed Vauquelain'a hercism more
.igbly than bis own people. The Duchesa de Montemart,

who had known bim front bis birth, strove te interest M.
Berryer, Secretary cf Vhs Navy, in ber protégé.

"1Madame," that gentleman wrote in reply, I 1kuow
that M. Vauqusiain bas served Vhs king with extraordiuary
zeal and courage. Hie is a beo but ho is noV a noble, and
I have quantities cf yeung mon cf good family waiting
promotion. Ho formsrly beionged te tho Mendhiant service,
1 should advise bimto return Vo it."

It was Vhis saine Berryer who, in auswor Vo Bourgain-
vilie's last desperate appeal te save Canada for France,
responded by Vhs heartlesas srcasm:

IlMonsieur, whon the bouse is on tire who troubles
about Vhs stable ? "

IlAt ioast ne ens wiii deny that yen speak like a
herse," neJeined Boungainvilie, curtiy.

However, in 1763 Vauqusiain was at length rewarded
by a lieutenant's commission. -le toemis, fret which
many cf these details have been taken, add: "lThe
greater portion cf Vhs Royal Navy were dispieased at Vhis
prometien, wbich wouîd render Vauquelain eligible for
Vhs bighost posta." The cravinga cf a soaning ambition,
Vhs ionging for action and achievement, impelled Vhs
sailor Vo ronowed effort. M. de Proalin, Minister cf
Marine, sent Vauquelain on a mission Vo Vhs Indies in
command cf a vessel cf sixty guns. This choice excited
Vhs most violent jeaiousy ; every possible obstacle was
tbrown in bis way. During Vhs voyage, we are toid that
lie was goadsd and galled by Vhs paltry impertinence cf
ths officens under bis command. His minci must have
been soe upen almoat every point except that cf duty.
One can imagine Vhs tiorce passion that may bave blazed
up in bis heart; thers must ofteu have swe pt over bis
being, like a wild wind,«a bitter ontcry against Fate, but
we have ne record that our beo yielded Vto passions that
were humbling or unworthy, or that ho failed Vo maintain
bis preud composure. lie accomplished lis mission suc-
cessfully, and roturnod Vo France Vhe followina year.

Wben ho reached France Vhe Duc (le Preslin was ne
longer Minister cf Marine, and bis succossor lad bssu
prejudiced agaiust Vauquelain. lHe anrived ,giowiug with
Vhs pride cf succesa, and ~accu onas hoie anded-was oerdered
te considor hiniself under arrest. A coid, liard ligîht cf
reality was fast dis4sipating Vhs brilliant illumination cf
ferveur and enthusismn. Again Vhe kiutdiy Ducheas
interested berseif in bis favour, and after three or four
montbs' impnisontoent ho recovered bis liberty. Ris firat
duty was te give an account cf bis voyage at Versailles.
This son of Vhs Dieppe merchattan was cf a grateful
spinit: before Ieaving Paris hoe wished te tbank in person
seme naval officers who had net feared te stand by lut in
lis diagrace. His laVe depression was lighted by a tran-
aient gleam cf hilarity, bis natural buoyancy cf tempera-
mont re-asserted itasîf. The simpie-hearted sailer dlung
te a belief iu bis country's gratitude with a certain
fanaticiat cf devotion.Hle1f t bis homeoeseveniug,
giowing with hope aud vigour and euergy-he was found
next moruing shot Vhrough VIe heart. Sudh events wAre
net uncommon at that day in Fiance. IV was nover known
who committed the murder, nor dos any trouble seot teo
have bsen taken Vo trace Vhs porpetrator cf VIe crime.
Thus, in Vhs prime cf bis manbood, at te early age cf
thirty-seven ' a bero penished, one se disiuterested and
chivaîreus, so brave and loyal and generous, that ho would
bave boen an honour Vo any land. Love cf country had
been Vo bit a passion and an inspiration. Ris firmss,
bis courage, bis extensive knowledgs cf nautical science,
had enabled bimtVo evercome svery obstacle. Obliged Vo
struggio againat caste prejudicos, ho bad resoiuteiy cppoaed
bis patrietiant, bis strength cf dharacter, bis brilliant
services and proud disdain against Vhe calumnies and
humiliations wbich had folie wed him Vhroughout lis brief
caroor. The petty jealousies and anintosities, VIs sting of
accru and envy have ail faded away in the eternal silence
cf deatb, but Vhe simple facts cf Vhis man's loyal Vy, daning
and devotion aVili remain pure and untarnished.

Le Moniteur de la Flotte, 1857, quoted by M. Alfred
Garneau, relates the foiiewing particulars of Vhs sailor
hero's famiiy:

"lHo isft a son, Pierre Vauquelain, whe distinguished
himsîf as a student cf African histery and geography,
and was crowned in 1771 by the Académie cf Lyons.
Under the patronage of a gailant sailor who bad known
bia father, VIe Marquis do Vaudreuil, lie waa admitted b y
Turgot inte the office cf Vhs MiniaVer cf Marine. Urged
by a burning deaire Vo clear bis parent's fate fren tVhe
sVaina wbicb daiumny bad caat upen it, determinqd thât
the world shcuid acknowîedge ths monits cf Vhs tan whose
curage neither fates uer furies could appal, as a grand
type of innato lcyaity and daring, ho wrote a memoir on
the subject. A fortunats circumatanco f urthered bis
chenisbod design. In 1775, Queen Marie Antoinette was
present at Vhs firat communion cf Vhs young girls cf
Mieudon. After Vhe corsînony had been perfcrmed, one cf
tho maidens, chesen by ber companiens, presented Vhs
Sovereign with a bouquet cf white roses, reciting an
address Vhanking ber Majesty for Vhs benefits abs lad ccn-
ferred on Vhe country. This young girl was Mademciselle
Elizabeth Vauquelain, aixteen ysana cf age, who during
the summer iived 'wiVh ber aunts at Meudon. IV wasaa
toucbing scene of purity, innocence and guilelosa youth;
ho pretty, modeat damsil pleaaed the Qusen, Vhs sur-
coundinga captivated bon imagination. Af Ver embracing
hon, Marie Antoinette inquired if tIers waa anytbing as
ouid do Vo graVify Mademoiselle Vauquelain.

"The young girl's eysfillsd with tsars.
1'Dare I ask that justice should be rondored Vo my

grandfatber's memory l'

570


