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SKETCHEs of the followinq Prominent Canadians have already appeared in THE WEsa
Hon. Oliver Mowat, Dr. Daniel Wilson, Principal G~rant, Sir John A. Macdonald, K. C. B
Louis Honoré Fréchette, LL. D., Sir J. William Dawson, Sir Alexander Campbel
K.C.M.G., Hon. William Steveni Fielding, Hon. Alexander Mackenzie, Sir SamnuE
Leonard Tilley, C. B., K.C. M.G., Alexander MeLachlan, Hou. J. A. Chapleau, Si
Richard Cartwright, KCMGSanford Flemin., C.E., LL.D., C.M.G., Hon. H. G
Joly, Hon. P. J. O. Chauveau, Sir Wm. Buell Richards, Hou. Wilfrid Laurier, M.P.
Hon. Honoré Mercier, Q.t'., Hon. William Macdougall, C.B., Rev. Principal Mac
Vicar, D. D., LL. D., Prof. Charles G. D. Roberts, M. A., George Paxton Young, M.A.
and Hon. Auguste Real Angers, Lieutenant-Guvernor of Quebec.

THE IUtV. WILLIAM CAVEN, D.D., PRINCIPAL 0F KNOX COLLEGE.

In these days tbere is a general impression that within the circie of physica
science with its vast sweep, expioring, as it seeks to do, the entire materia

universe, ail possible knowledge may be comprebended. Many woulc

There are more things in heaven and earth
Than are dreamt of in our philusophy.

Mental and moral science is intrinsically and relatively ef the utmost
importance, and bas a direct and intimate bearin g on ail the principalproblema ef human lite. Its conclusions may not indeed have ail the
obvious certitude that pertains te the discoveries and déductions of the

i, exact sciences, but its data and applications are te ai candid and unprEju-
diced inquirers clearly discernible. Those then who select this field of
researchi are entitled te the respect and appreciatien usually accorded te
the men whose labours are directed te the advancement ef learning and

~{the promotion of the general well-being.
Profound andi coinprehensive study ef thaological science, thougb net

conspicuousiy pursued by Canadians, has net been neglected. No one
idividual in any one of the varieus denominations may be selected as a
rpresentative Canadian theologian ; there a 're men in ail the more promi-

nent churclies whose attainiments have received cordial recognition. In
the Preshyterian Church there are several besides the subject ef the fol-
lowing sketch entitled te be ranked as theologians, but Principal Caven
b as, on many occasions, heid the position et a representatîve ef the dec-
trinal systei that, with mnodifications, fanda general acceptance ini the
Presbyterian Church in Canada.

William Caven was bora in Wigtonshire, Scotianti, on the 26th Decem-
be,1830. His father, a man ef more than average intelligence, and etnpigtnssfcarctrcosceniosnssani cr iderntepicle

muoh amiahility and gentleness ef disposition, was a school teacher. In
Dr. Cae'3fte a n h omne h epc faIl who knew
him. IftePrincipal ef Knox College ewes mucli te bis father, lie is ne
lesa indebted te bis mother, whose excellence ef character was stroaciyt marked. The Cavea farnily let t their Scottish home in 1847, exchaaging
the neighbourhood et the Solway Firth for the batiks of the Aven, iii Perth
County, Ontario. Here, in comparative seclusion, the studieus youth
paset an important period ef bis life. Strange te say hie did net tinti bis
way te accadenîic distinction, for lie is net an aliimaus et any university.
Ln bis case the lack was equally compeasateti for by the rare advatages hoe
enjnyed. H1e belongeti te the brandi of the Churcli in Canada known down
te 1861 as the Unitedi Presbyterian, which, in that year. mergeti with the
Free Churcli into the Canada Presbyterian, anti subsequently uniteti with
the Ohurcli of Scotlanti in 1875, embracing withia its fold most of the
Presbyterianisin ef British North America.

Tlie Unitedi Preshyterian Church in those days liad a theological semi-
nary presided over by a man ef rare accomplishinents andi of distiaguisheti
a.bility. The Rev. William Proudtoot, father of lion. Justice Proudtoot,
lias left a dieep and abiding impression wberever lie was known, and ini the
London district bis memory is, te this day, affectionately cherisheti. To
thie distinguished teaclier Dr. Caven owes sauch, for fromn him lie receiveti
net only valued and varied instruction, but alse mucli that lias been of
permanent help te him ia methotis of stutiy. The Rev. William Prouci-.
foot's efficiency as an instructor is attesteti by the fact that two sucli
sclie lariy inen as bis son, Rev. John J. A. Proudfoot, D.D., andi Principal
Caven receiveti frein him alone their classical andi theological education.

Principal Caven completeti lis educational course in 1852, and in
October of that year was ordaineti te the ministry at St. Mary's, wbere hoe
laboureti with great acceptance for fourteen years. In 1866 lie was unani-
mousiy chosen te 611 the chair of Exegetical Theolegy in Knox College, ef
'which institution, on the retirement of Dr. Willîs, lie was appointed Pria.
cipal ini 1873. Two years later, Queen'a University bestowed upon him the
honorary degree of Doctor et Divinity. Ia the saine year hie was chosen
Moderator of the Qeneral Assembly which met in Montreai, and at whicb
tlie reunion ef Canadian Prcsbyterianismi was coasqummateti. H1e was Pre-
aident of the Ontario Teachers' Association in 1877, and was appointed by
the Ontarie Goverament a Member ef the Senate ef Toronto University.
Dr. Caven took an active interest in the formation ef the Presbyterian
Alliance, generaily known as the Pan-Preshyterian Council, and bas been
oe ef the prominent members ef ail the Councils yet held ; in that at
Edinburgh in 1877, Phuladeiphia in 1880, Belfast in 1884, and at London
during the present year. In the varieus courts et bis Churcli Dr. Caven
bias taken a preminent place ; bis erninentiy judicial intellect and lis
peaceful counseis have gained for him a weight and influence in delibera-
tion that do net always faîl to the lot ef the meet eminent debaters. Even
wlien excitement ruas bigh the tall spare figure, the semewbat precise and
formai bearing, the modest demeanour andi the pacific tones of the learneti

Principal, as lie proceetis te atitress the Fathers and Brethren, bave generaily
a soothing affect, and hae is listeneti te witli silent respect aven by tliose
who do net always accept bis conclusions.

Dr. Caven is frequently called upon te fill premineat pulpits, and te
preacli sermons on special occasions. He is in great request for Churcli
openings, and bis soliti, clear and fervent Evangelical discourses are mucli
reiished, especially by the more tlieughttul of bis hearers. When hae
preaches it is evident te every listener that lie la tieepiy impressed with a
sense ef responsibility. Ha spaaks as in the presence et the Great King,
and is accountable te Hum for the fidelity with which lie delivers Hie
message. As far as time and oppertunity permit, lie takes an active part
in the promotion et philanthropie enterprises. While strongly attacbeti te
bis own Church Dr. Caven is large-bearteti and Cathelie in bis sympathies

By bis clear apprehiension et truth and bis habits et faitliful and patient
investigation, Principal Cavea bas mastereti the Theology et tbe Retormeti
Churches, anti is its able and persuasive expenent. Hie is net a discoverer
in the fielti et systematic tiivinity. H1e bas atidet nethiag specially new te
theological speculation. For lim speculation and tbeorizing have ne
charms. Tbe higlier criticism, so-caileti, meets witli but a chilling receptien
frein him, 11e is conservativeiy orthodox as a theologian, and as suci lie
rentiers important service. H1e feels the ground firin beneath bis tread,
and leaves te others the task et pursuing tbe phantasme which fascinate
many et bis contemporaries. H1e keeps steadfastly te tbe olti landmarks
lie contentis earnestly fer the faith once delivereti te the saints. In the
discliarge et bis teacbing functions, lie is earnest, paiastaking, faithtul and
ceurteous. In him bis stutiants net only finti a precepter but a friend.
Wle lie holds the priaciples te which lie is attached witb ntal tering con-
viction, there is nething whatever et the bigot in bis composition. He
cbeertully coacedes te ethers the rights hoe claims fer blimseif, and is withal
oe et the mest genial and lavable et men. Theugli lie himselt might
deprecate heiag classed ameng prominent Canadians, it is the rank chear-
fuliy accortiet hlm in virtue et the honoureti position hae occupies, and
because of tbe many excellent qualifications lie pessesses. Ail Canadians
who know bim entertain a higli respect for the Principal et Knox Collage.

SIGMA.

CHARADE.

My heati is a member familiar te you ;
Lt is aise a liquiti, anti strange, but yet true,
'Tis net dry nor yet wat, nor colti nor yet bot.
Lt ruas tbreugh ail lands, but the dieep knows it net.
My bodiy je email, and neyer in sigit ;
Gooti sootb ! it is baraly the tourtli et a mite,
La heaven and earth it may plaialy be sean;
Ia moom you searcli vaialy, but flnd it at e'en.
Tho' tedieus the search, it is true as yen please,
Ia the end you are certain te tind it with eae.
My tail 's its ewn heati, a strange piece of news;
The truth it loves daarly, base falsehooti eschews.
The peet and pain ter alike it ambraca;
Anti notbing fren art can its featuras efface.
My wbola is a word, a curions oe quit a;
LIt may help in the day, andi yet liintier at niglit.
'Tis a word, tiid L say I and yet I know botter;
For, trutli toid, it is simply but just haIt a latter.

___ _______E. A. M.

THE PHILOSQPiiY 0F KANT.

IT was Hume, Kant himself atimits, who first reusad lim frein lis ",tiog-
matie alumber.» Witli a logic that seains pitiiess, Hume, accepting the
premises laid tiown by the aarliar Englisi philoaophera, precaetied stap bY
step towards a scapticism which sought te giva satisfaction b>' a daniai, ne
eni>' et the existence et Geti, but aven et the universalit>' et mathamatios
anti tha iaws of science. Lt seameti te Hume that reasen, following the
path.of its ewn making, muet ceadmet te its ewn annihilation.

Kant was net behiati bis great pratiecessor in lis recognition et tha
severeignty et reasen, for lie says in bis préface te the Critique o/ PureC
Reason that lie hati evatieti ne question on the plea et the imbecilit>' Of
human reasen. But Kant bati an athical enthusiasin wliich impalled buln
te finti, if possible, a rational solution for tbe parpiexitias which beset
thougbt in its endeaveur te solva the questions et Ged, freedom and ifl»
mortalit.y. Nor diti lia believa that reasen can. sign its ewn death warrant.
Thus it is that lie, having ne eninit>' againet the sternest criticiain, raisas
atone b>' atone, a structure wbicli man>' yet tbink te be the graatast menu'
ment wrought by an>' modemn philosopher as a tribute te the pricaleas
value et trutli.

Fer two measons, then, the writinga et Kant are worthy et stui>. Ln
the tirst place, bis phuloisopli>, lika the work et aver>' man et ganius, is the
protiuct et long toil anti mucli higli thinking ceacamning questions of the
neamest import, la the second place, a knowledge et Kant tauitis te tuma
the student away frein tionlt, as well as frein that tiaspair or indifferencle
which is tee otten the companion et doubt, anti enables hlm te giva a reasen
for the faith which is in hlm. Kant eays et bis ewn aga that it was an
age et criticisin. The spirit et anquiry, at oe time coafineti te a taw, lad

*The Philosopehq of Kant, as contajî,ed in extracts front his own vritinn.e. Selectedand translated hy John Watson, LL. D. Professor of Moral Philosophy in the Universityof Qiieen'î Collage, Kingston, Canada, author of Kant and AÙ EnglUsk/ Critico. GlasgoWMaclehose and Sons,,Ipublihen' to the University; Kingston :F. Nimbet. 1888.
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