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CROWDED OUT, AND» OTHER SKETCHES. By Seranus. Ottawa,
Rvening Journal Office. Toronto, R. W. Douglas , Coe.

These sketches are for the most part simple short stories with-
out much plot interept, but characterized by grace of expression
and tenderness of feeling. The dialogues in al[ the atonies are
naturai, sensible and interesting, with none of that forced clever-
ness wliich often blemishes an author's first work.. The story of
the Mr. Foxleys is especially good. It is marked by simplicity
and freshness of plot, graphie portraiture of eharacter and truth-

fui effectiveness cf description. The wcelng scene strikes me as

being the finest in the bock.
A. reasouable objection might b's taken to a single feature cf

the lirst tale. The style is too evidentiy French te bie natural to
the writer, and the effect of the artistie terminaticn will bie quite
lest on English readers who cannot translate Mrs. Harrison's
favourite lines-

"Descendez à~ l'ombre,
Ma Jolie blonde."

But the dramatic power and pathos of the story are rareiy equalled
within such narrow bounds. There is perhà.ps hardly sufficient
justification for the "lPa Green Parrot " story, and the IlBishop
of Saskabasquia," being simply a reminisoent character sketch,
wili disappoint any reader 'who expects a story in it. ,

Th>e book is thoroughly Canadian in its general features, wjth
an English background and a few touches of French cclouring.
The author bas evidently a etrong hope for the new wenld, but hier
regard fer the oid land, its institutions and prejudices, rises almost
te reverence. The characters cf the etories are net those which
are usually met in every-day Canadian life. They are in the main

cf the aristocratie order. This tendency cf the author may be
the result of living in Ottawa with an environnment of Canadian
knights, foreigài dukes, marquises and haughty-browed aides-de.
camp. This is a serions defect in these character sketches, if
they are set forth as representative of this country. Pew of us
are descended f rom the nid country aristocracy, and I do net
think we would have any reasnn to think ourselves better if we
were. The author might have found in nur country many differ-

.ont types of character -well worthy of a place of honour in hier
book, who are yet net descended from titled families. When in
one case she introduces as hier hiem an employee in a sawxnill, it is
disappointing, net to say farcical, to have him tnrn out to he
Etienne Chezy dl' Alencourt. In another story a servant girl is
inet represented as calling for our admiration util a "lgentleman"
very condescendingly f ails in love -vith her-a gentleman whos
cefamily goes hack to the Conquest "-as if it wers the hetter on
that account. Darwin traces aIl of us farther back than that.
A&nd the anthor thinks it fnrther necessary to iinprove her hy
"association with thorough and high-bred gentlemen." It appears

also that hier original features and attire were flot just the thing
for the heroine of a story. She was Ilvery piump and rather
pink "! Clearly now, that wouldn't do!I So her appearance is

represented as changing under the refiuing influences referred te
above, until she had lost her plumnipess and ton fresh colour, and
hier dress had become "calmost that of a lady"!1

Really there le an air of snobbery bere which it is Ûine we get
ourselves rid of. The humble speech, the manners ànd the druess
which "iSeranus " implicitiy condenins, are not at ail inconsistent
in life or literarY art with the highest and most hernie goodneas of

character. .And this, I take it, is the only nobility or gentility
we should worship in this new land of ours.

Notwithstanding this defect, however, the book is, as fan as it
goes, a creditable contribution te Canadian imaginative literature.
Mis. Harrison's previoe reputation rested on hier pens. It le
safe te say that in the future she wiUl be mon~ widely known as
the author of Crowded Out, and Otler Sketche s.-A. STEVENsoN.

Thse Law of Dower.
Editor Atcrutus:

I VoNDzR5TÂND that aecording tn the law cf tl>is Province
respecting dower, if a man selle a lot of land, and hie wife
refuses te bar lier dower, the purchaser or husband may get a
judge's order that the land bie sold free fron dower, but, at the
saie time, the order mnust secure te the wifé hier dower or its value.

The Hon. Chancellor Beyd has lately decided in a case of
re Reddam, reported 7 C. L Times page 19, that under euh-sec.
2 cf sec. 4 of "lThe Devolution of Eststes .Act, 1886," a widow
whe resigus her dnwer le entitled to an absolute share of the
husband's property.

Will entre of your legal friends advîse whether, in case of
the sale of land worth say $3,000, a wife would now bie allnwed
te receive to hier own use absolutely $1,000 of the purchase money 'i

.BranVford, Feb. 811s, 1887. JOHSN JAMES.

Ballot vs. Caýnvass.
Editor Aacruaus:

JUST over one election, and face te face with another, circum-
stances are suclh as te warrant the intelligent voter i n inquiring
whether the Ballot Act has served its intended prpoe Weai
know what was aimed at lu the passing of this measure, but so
long as candidates for parliamentary honours are permitted te let
loose upon a constituency scores of busy-bodies who make house
te house visitations-veritable Paul Prys, so far as the political
conscience je concerned-just se long 'will so-called secret voting
prove te bie the miserable failure that it je.

In politics, as in religion, every man should bie fully persuaded
in hie own, mi, and for another pereon, whether candidate or
agent, te approach him in private, for the purpose of making an
apparently harmîss inquiry as te how hie intends to vote, orwith
a view to make him change hie opinion by the advancement cf
specious argumente, is totally at variance wvith the spirit of the
Ballot Act. Besides, it is insulting te invade a voter in titis way,
for if hie je an intelligent electer, hie should be suppnsed te know
hie ewn mind, and the fact that canvassers undertake te effleet
any change in his determination seenis to show that they do not
hold either hlm or hie mental capacity in very high estimation.

The right te address public meetings, and te circulate any
quantity cf printed matter, is a very different thing. This righit
should bie held inviolate in every free cemmunity, but private
canvass ton frequently means intimidation, or bribery, or both.
To the candidate hineseif a persenal canvass muet be exceedfingly
disagreeabie, if we suppose him te bie a gentleman ; and should hie
bie anything else, which is too frequently the case, there je an addi-
tional resson why hie v.isitations should be euppressed.

To rendier personal canvass illegal would he the most effectual
method that could bie adopted for the stamping ont of bribery, and
until our legislaters place an anti-canvassing law upen thse statute
book, *their constituents wili bie warranted in maintaining a belief
that interviews with feenale heads of houses and osculations per-
fornsed on babies are acniong thse chief deliglite of thse would-be
representatives of Ilfree and indepeudent electors."ý-Â.

MESSRS. BeaFORD, COnnit & Co., of New York and Chicago,
are about te publisb by subecription an authorized life of thse late
Senater John A. Logan; also Donn Piatt's Hemoi4s cf the Men
W7to Saveti Uîe Union.


