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LABOR PORTRAITS.

¢ Men who, in advance of law and in eppositien to
‘prevailing opinion, have forced into national recognuion
the hitherto digregarded rl;hts of labor.”

JOHN NORMA.NSELL,
SECRETARY SOUTH YORKSHIRE MINERS.

John Normansell was introduced to the
world without leave being asked or consent
given, at Torkington, near Stockport, Che.
shire, in December, 1830. He was not
born into the lap of luxury, and therefore,
as a matter of course, had no silver spoon
in his mouth. 'He was the oldest of four
children, two boys anrd two girls; and, as
his father was a banksman at the pit at

half-a-crewn a day, no doubt all of them
fared hardly enough, even without that
wasteful indulgence usually charged against
colliers,

Things, however, in this world are never,
8o bad but they may become worse ; and
such turned out to be the case wnth the
Normansell family. Their mother died in
her 25th year. Two years after this, their
father followed her, and the young brood
was Teft, even without the daily half-crown,
to fight their way as besi they could in a

. world too busy to be minutely careful about
the fate of those that hunger in its forsdken
pests. / The inheritance of labor was hot
at that time rich in comfort of ny‘ﬁhfd
The elder Normansel), for hip k,’&i
bad to leave home'a four in the 5 "’bﬁnpg,
and did Hot return till between'six snd
soven in the evening ; so that young Nor-
mansell had no bad example in laziness; or
mdulgence of any kind, aet, lnm by his
-father, 80 long as.he was. o:k
for his children and to suffer mth them,
It is foriunate that the poor are frequently
very kind to the poor; and thiis family found
it so. Ar aunt and grandfathers and
grandmothers tock upon ‘themselves the
burden under which Normansell's father
sunk. Where they now are beyond the
grave, we can at least hope that such acts
will not be forgotten !

At the age of seven, John Normansell
was called on to enter what political econo-

- mists call “‘the labor market;" and the
estimated value of his commodity, o much
of it as his child’s limbs contained, was set
down at 6d, per day. To earn this, he ha.d
1o rise at three in the morning snd gd to
the pit ; his hour for getting heme being
from six to seven in the evening. . During
the day, his employment was to push
corves or tubs along the roadway in the
mine by pressing them forward with his
head, auother little fellow making np the

' team. He can remember still the unpleas.
antness of this childish occupation on the
part of himself ; and he sometimes wonders
what sort of figures some of the members
.of the Houses of Lords and Commons, and
certain of our newspaper critics, would cut
had their start in life been of a like kind.
However, for colliers’ children there was
thén no help; and therefore he and his
juvenile workmales had to go on in the
best way they could. Sometimes, however,
Normansell worked on the bank ; and then
he had the pleasure of seeing the grass,
and catching a glimpse of the clouds as
they passed xdly over his heed along the
sky.

At fourteen, he gave up thls privilege
.and descended the pit to work there con-

stantly. His scheoling during this time,

" was what his aunt caused him to receive at

4 Wesleyan Methodist Sunday School,

: where he got through the alphabet, and
_where a litile rending of rather s puezling

the highest scholastic
vand diffoult kind was the big 1 his weighing after being out seven moaths.

.accomplishment he managed to acquire.
“His wages when he was at this age rose to
8s. & week ; and, by the time he was-eigh-
-teen or twenty, he was in receipt of 5. a
-day,—a wmine of wealth when contrasted
-with the sixpence 'with which he started.
It must not be supposed, however, that he
had a‘large balance of this to speml in
luxm'les, or in enjoyment of any kind,
‘There are many things to be done in the
poor man’s houses, that cost money, and of
~which slight account - is taken by those
. statistical . people who jot down,.for the
benefit of & curious public, the items of
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working-men’s, incomes and expenditure,
And a snccession of those kept his exche-
quer - below the point where luxuries may
be indulged in. Death found a good deal
to do with those belonging to him. The
buby, happily for itaclf, went first, At

at nineteen. And to make as nesrly as
possible a clean sweep, Normansell lost
about the same tine his two grandfathers
and grandmothers. It may look foolish to
count such deaths losses ; but when nearly
all kith and kin go, and we are left stand-
ing alone in the world, one feels queer at
the moment, and is likely enough to feel
the unhappiness of the situation for a long
time, A

However, the world has its own ways
and men must conform to them ; and, as a
matter of course, havimg three shillings s
day, Normausell decided to take a wife.
This important event made “one fact very
painfully plain to him, He could not sign
his name to the marringe register, anid his
wife signed it with what appeared to him a
wonderful degree of skill ; but he had to
content himself with the simple contrivance
the cross— X —which so many of the work-
ing men and women of England has to con-
fine themselvea to, even a long time after
the schoolmaater was said to be abroad. To
put this right, he made it part of the duty
of his married life to go to a night school ;

and thers, in dus conrse, he picked up the
art and mystery of writing, and frota-that
time ceased to be: troubled with crosses

acqmrement may have put the apmt of ad-
yenture
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ho started for’ Derbyahne ‘and werk-
ed for two years and a half, when, the
apirit of unrest again troubling him, he set
off for Yerkshire, where he worked for
three years at Wharncliffe Silkstone Col-
lery.

The many grievances felt daily by col-
liers at'this time were forcing on them a
sense of the necessity for union ; and what
Normansell had seen and suffered, as well
as what he saw othera suffering, caused him
to become active in promoting it. The
history of these offorts we shall not attempt
to sketch here, thoughnot lacking interests
or instruction. When the colliers thought
they had discipline enough to enter the
field, they started an agitation for check
weighmen. The cwstom then “was for
weighmen employed by the mineowners to
set down whatever weight he thought pro-
per, and quantity sent up for which the
workmen were to be paid: In this way,
any number of hundreds becamo a ton, up
to thirty ; and this the men determined to
put a stop to by appointing a weighman of
their own, and paying him themselves, asa
check on the employers’ man, The men
gained this important advantage, and John
Normansell. was appointed to the position
of cheque weighman in 1857. In 1863, the
employers discharged him ; but, as the
practice, in the meantime, had got the
sanction of law, a suit at law on his case
was raised by the men and gained with
costs. Still the employers refused, justice
being a difficult thing to enforce if interest
opposes it.- The men, however were de-
termined not to submit, ahd therefore re-
moved it to the Queen’s Bench, where it
went over two terms, the lawyers not being
a8 industrious as colliers, notwnthstuudmg
how precious a thing justice m, and how
active men should be in digging for it,
They did, however, get through the mat-
ter ; and, after an arrangement with the
employers, John Normansell went back to

This most'important point was thus gained,
and is now part and parcel of the law of
the land, and likely to continue so wntil
that indefinite timo. arrives when our coal
ficlds shall be exhansted, :
The men now saw, without -possibility of
mistake, the benefit of union. Another
lesson, however, cane soon after. 1n 1864,
« lock-out was resor tod to i)y the employers,
Two colliaries were . on strike ;- and, to
cripple and defeat the men, a f'%nernl lock-
out was resorted to.

colliers fought the battle nineteen weeks ;

seventeen his brother went, and his sister

wken called on to sign hia nanie. This new | 4

ure  inte, N Normansell's 'head, as soon|
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and, though they had only 2, 000 men in
union, whilst 3,000 were locked ont, by the
diacipline and ﬁrmness of theirunion men
they wan the fight. The plts wer. reopetied,
except the two original - offenders; and
 these, after struggling for 43 weeks, had to
strike their flags ond submit to a defeat
they never could have sufferod hiid the men
not stood together as an otgaifud body,
animated by the same thought, and directod
by lenders who understood and performed
their duty.

After this John Normansell wp nppomt-
ed agent for the Barnsley -digtrict), and
that position he continues to Rold. And
now, out of the experionce he faas gained
in this position, and the knowlefige he has
of the progress of their moomtﬂl, we will
say o few words which perhaps miay have a
tendency to givé encouragement 'to thowe
who, as workmg men, have not ywt suficient
faith in union to do as they have done.
When he commenced his labou, they had
under 2000 financial members, (c"momben
who, by the regular and full § yment of
-their subscriptions, were onti to the

benefits of ,their association, :Kow they
‘have 20,000 men in this pontp; They
were then £500 in debt; .they have now.
large funds, more than m 10 seet.
all the claims of sickness; ;desth, wxdow-g

hood, orphanage, superannuntion.in age,
and tmdel purposes genorally. -

mtelhgcneo and.good: inhntlon must, a8 -3
rule, be conceded to such- gentlemen ss
compose these committees, and whilst full
acknowledgment is made of the good done
by such inguiries, and the legislatiun they
have led to, the conviction has grown in
‘him, and is strengthened dsy by day, that
the working men must place their chief
reliance on themselves, must shape and
mature their own thoughts, must fashion
their own plans, and must, by their own
strength, wisely directed, bring about such
changes as their industrial, social, and
political circumstances require. Mr. Nor-
maonsell is one of the men spoken of by the
Ear] of Stamford the other day as evil-dis-
poted, and as disturbers of society. We
think, nevertheless, that our duty to our
fellow-workers, and our right to perform it,
are far clearer than any right of any kind
potscssed by his lordship. 'What Mr. Nor-
monsell said in his evidence the other day
before the Coal Committee, we give in
substance here from his own ‘pen. “IY
recognise no right in any class of men which
the colliers sre not entitled to. I admitno
exclusive class claims on the good things of
this life. My own children are as dear, if
not dearer, to me than those of any other
man; and I should regard myself as a
deserter from- duty if- I passively allowed
them to be excluded by law or custom from
any good life can give, Whatever noble-
men at a distance may think, my fellow-
townsmeri, who khow me, have elected me
as 2 member of their Town Council, whilst
my colleagne, Mr, Philip Casey, another
‘demagogue, has been elected a member of
the School Board ; and I may add, that to
qualify me for the ofticg T hold my fellow-
workers placed £1,000 i in the bank, 2 mark
of respect which gives full compensation
for the sncers and slanders of noble lords
and very ignoble newspaper critics..  Of one
thing I am certain, and in this I rest con-
tent ; they cannot rail the love of umion
out of the hearts of onr people. They can-

standing the good it.hns done. And, above
all, though they may hate it in their iguor-
'ance, they cannot 1gnow the immense and
contunmlly increasing power it has given to
workmg-mon ‘When they become wiser
‘na to the objects and intentions of working-
men and their agents, it is to be hoped that
our dignified and oven our unlignified
censurérs will grn.tcfu]ly acknowledge the
beneficent results of the great work in
which we, as trades unionists and trades

* | thom, ar'to the Govirmment: - The honour-
d M
g

not' prevent them from feeling and under-}-

ing for their ng,hts, for endeavoring to act

THE POST OFFICE EMPLOYEES.

The oucltp hu npoken, and,, po far as the
Government can prevent, it, the postal em-
ployees of the wminor . uhbluhnont will
nover receive an indrese totheir pay. Mr..
Monsell ‘has been very kind to ‘the riiral
messengers. For weeks and: months past;
according to his own- scoonné, hé-has beei |
continually eohnideﬁng and ‘taiding ‘their
pay, and now—name it itot in G:th—-mm
‘dozen or do of ‘these ingram actitally te-
ceive 16s. to 18s. per weok for, sbiei’ diys]
per week. Thene are fheAmth- i ul-
dom. H'sppy are they who ommch wmch’

mit of their; cone of  yantage thex are able
to look dovu . UPOR- thut Ioos, ffn'hmato
brethre;l who sre Fecaiving anly. 9-. e 15,
per weak. Hsppy Ariatos, even'Mr.. Lowe
might. envy -yous . It cannot: lie. passible
 that with such aifield of ° ‘promatiun openi,
'you can possibly ‘rogirire ‘more;... The agita-
tion for' art increwse’ of pay - !ortho minor
employees of .the Poit Office Hab dt-lensth
become a ﬁeroe fight, The dbwmment
are determinéd not to grant jn-twe. Tlxe!
will not lieat ‘the voice. of “Feadon.” The

deference shown by the emplpym to them
seems to have po weight with .thew, cog-
cnl;utxon is. uuleu , Nothing: can be done
but coptinue. the warfare a outrance.’ No
quarter will be given by the postal authori--
tiéa to the:employees known to.be leadets
in the movement. None must'be given to

embers themselves remarkéd the cuit
er in ‘which Mr.' Moniell a.nswerod the
juut’ eoinplnmts of ‘the stmen’ s friends
%tn thi!‘lhbje&-m btore. the Bénn
Monday night. " They also took cognizance
of his contemptuous manner when he turned
his heel on them and sat down. They must
have thought he was fast becoming an
adept under Ayrion’s tuition. The postal
employees know by his actions that nothing
would be gained ‘‘without his hand was
forced.”

The hand of the Government will now be
forcod with a vengeance. Desperate dis-
eases roquire desperate remedies. Not
only.should open-air meetings and demon-
strations be at once held, so that the
country and the Government may see that
the men are in eamest in this matter, but
orgenizations should be perfected so that
the men can be called away from work after
giving the due notice. The public, the
press, and many M. P.’s acknowledge the
justice of the cause of the postal employees..
The Govermment is the principal antagon-
ist, and if the men are true to themselves
and to ench other, if they remain firm and
do not show the least sign of the white
feather, the Government being led (as in
the case of the compulsory registration) by
public opinion will be compelled to give in.

In the annual report of the Postmaster-
General for 1873, Mr. Monsell, quotiné
Mr. Boucher's words, states; ‘“ Attempts
have been made by persons not connected
with the department to excite dissatisfaction
among the sorters and letter carriers ; but
I am happy to say that the men generally
have acted in a very proper and praise-
worlhy manner, and have not given any
encouragement to the agitation.” My,
Boucher tries to ignore the action of the
society, but he well knows that it is the
society that is the focus of the ypnesent
agitation. - He alsowell lmows that the
society is hard at work doing its hest to
ameliorate the condition of all postal em-
 ployees, whether society or non-society
men, and that although he tries his hardest
he canuot get to the bottom of its resources,

‘“ These persons,” as Mr. Boucher calls
them, *‘not connected withthe department,”
could not excite dissatisfaction among post-
al employees if no real grievance existed,
but when the prairie is dry a match will
burn down acres. These “persons” have
been postal employees, they know all the
workings of its bad system towards the men; |
these ¢“persons” have been discharged by
the authorities for acting as men, for fight-

as frée men, and not as slaves. The.t thel,

union agents, are engaged.”"—T'h¢ Bes-Hive,

;{and praiseworthy mannex” it will be ad-

an apex of, worldly ambmon, h‘omthosmn- mi
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mitted ; but in an entirely different < man-
ner” to what Mr. Boucher means, Many
of thé employees have joined the society ;
they have collected amongst themselves
laxge suma of money to support the move-
tent, and they marched through the streets
of London some 2,000 strong, they tilled
‘thié great ball of Cannon street hotel under
the suspices of, their acciety, thereby prov-
ihg tliey gave ‘‘ encouragment to the agite-
hon " and supporied their leading ** agita-
Qop," in spite of all Mr. Bonchor can say
1o th bontrary. = < i

Ivima good thing to see these serf.like '
‘édiploydes”'fly themselves to the
trades wnionists of England, the blessings
of nnionifin Aré fast bénhg peresived by all
cimses of Yorkerl. Postal employees do
‘ndt birdge one inich ; the suthorities have
throwu down the guuntlot we must pick it
uplndeut i beck in their teeth ; act as
‘iion h.nd you will have the satisfaction of
bemg succedaful at last; éven at'some risk
of i xnconvemencmg our fnendn-the public.
—Bee Hive: -

- Znlbor Rotes,

The co.chmakon of Leeds presented to
thou employers, on July 1, a circular ask-
ing for an advance of two shillings per "~
week on tho then existing rate of wages,
'which has~been-granted- thronghout the -
trade without any, Mtstmn on the part of
the employers, sl
_The cause.of: #he ¢ ‘Tétds. clot drenm"
loc.k-out in that as & trade. thgmn are paid .
loss than any. othot,tg;do in Loeds,.md
s owe ot ghe 1om, havi in
consequsnce, tlie “other: omploym deeided -
to lock all the others out, which they have
carried out, except about 12 firms out of
62. There is, thereforo, about 1,000 men
out,

The strike of rivetters and finishers, of
the Leads boot and shee trade, which has
continued for about seven weeks, has just
been brought to a close, the men resuming
work upon the same terms that prevailed
beforo they left it.

At Blackburn, .on Monday, the 28th
July, the operative joiners_came out on
strike, having failed to obtain an advance
of wages to the extent of 2s 2d per week.

The trade dispute of the engineers of
Lincoln is settled, the men hawing resumed
work upon their old terms ; in fact, it was
no strike on their part, but simply a lock-
out.

There is considerable commotion among
the Knights of the thimble' and needle of
Hamilton at present, and it iz said that a
strike for higher wages is imminent, It is
not long since a demand for an advance of
wages was made, which was conceded by
the employers. Another demand for an
increase is now te ba made, and if the de-
mand is not complied with & strike will be
the result. It isto be hoped, however,
that the affair will be settled amicably be-
tween the porties interested.

The Ottawn Free Pressseeksto surmount .
the difticulties of the ‘‘strike” by the in-
troduction of fewmale typos, and brother
Mitchell, writing to a’friend recently, says
he has a calico ““foreman,” two dimity
‘“‘compositors,” - and the sweetest little
““devil” in pink muslin to be found on the -
continent. Of course Mitchell don’t want
this to be told to everybody. He had
better look after them closely while Nicolls
is round there, .

_ HINTS,

Don’t complain of the selfishness of the
world. ' Deserve friends, and you will have
them. The world is teeming with kind-hearted
people, and you have only. to carry a kind,

sympathetic heart in your own bosom to call .
out goodness end friendliness from othors. -
is a mistake to expect to receive \wlcomo,
hospitality, . words of. cheer, aud holp . over ;..
rngged and difficult passes in life,.in retum for,
cold selfishness, which cares for nothing in thq
world but self. Cultivate consideration for the -
fe..lmgs of . other people, if you would never
have your own m]ured Those who complam
most of ill-usago are the ones who abune them-

postal cmmeyeea have acted, in “a proper

selves and o{%eors the oftonont. '
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