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these regulations cane upoi then so suddenly
that they had not sufficient notice to prepare
tienselves. In a particular place called Garden
River, where the people are not Indians, but
rather French talf-breds--and the popùlation
on the coast of Lake Huron are partly French
and partly of Indian origin-at this particular

place the people were deprived of the privilege
of fishing in the fall, and the consequence .las
been starvation among thei in the past winter.
I drew the attention of the Departnent of Indian
A ffairs to tlat matter, and, as usual, met with a
very cind response. They were ready to do
everything they possibly could, and, 1 believe,
they made the poor Indianîs in that section an
advance in the noneys due then for one year
alead, in order to lelp then through the winter.
But that was not enough, and their suffering bas
been very great. Now; Sir, the Indians of the
North West, when deprived of natural food to
wh'lîiclh they had been accustomed for centuries,
the buffalo, reccived aid from the Government.
The Government must do it, because these
Indians are able to take their own part; they
are powerful, and they niake theniselves felt, and
their grievance ring fron one end of the Domin-
ion to the other. But these poor people on the
shores of the great lakes, although they suifer
as much as the Indians of the North-West,fron
the white men coming into their waters, and
sweeping off the food on which tley have been
accustomed to depend, tleir suffering does not
attract so nucl attention. Tlere is another
feature connected with this question which the
hon. gentleman lias mientioned, and tlat is that
certain paymîents were to have been made to
these Indians under a solemn treaty. The
Government of the day engaged to. mnake certain
payrnents to the Indians on the great lakes on
account of the lands they lad relinquished,
lying between tfhe lakes and the suimit of the
watershed. Under the two treaties it is ascer-
tained and acknowledged that there is a sum of
over $300,000 due to these poor people. Now,
Sir, a dispute is going on between tie Govern-
ment of Ontario and the Government of the
Dominion, as to which Governnient should pay
the arrears due to the Inîdianîs. The Govern-
ment claims that as the land was apportioied to
Ontario on which the paymîents were, in fact,
made dependent, on the sale of the land, and
vere a lien on the land, Ontario ouglt to pay

the arrears. \What I mnaintaii isi ttis, tlhat no
mîatter what Governiient should nultinately pay
the anount, the Indians in the mieantime should
be paid, and this matter settled between the
two Governiments afterwards as to which should
furnish the funds. The Indiais in nany places
are suffering nov; while uudoubtedly in many
places they have advances in prosperity aî'd are
very well off, in other places they are very badly
off. There can be no cloubt that this anount is
due. It is ackiowledged by the Indian Depart-
nient and by both Goveriniients to be due themî,
and I think the payient of that amnount should
not be longer withled.

Mr. ALLEN. The more I tear of the Indian
question the more I amî satisfied that the proper
way to treat the Indians would be to enfranchise
theni, to give theim thiri property and ]et them
have possession of it, the sanie as white people.

to-day are located along the different rivers and
lakes, but thîey are not qualified to gointo fishing
profitably. They depend on white people for
their fîshing, and if the fishing grounds were
allowed to remain in their possession the 1Indians
would not niake them pay. They would catch
soîne fish for theiselves, but if would be a tard-
ship for the white fishermen on those lakes if any
arrangement should le macle to prevent them
fishing on all those waters. I believe the Indians
would be far better off if they got their lands and
were tauiglt farming--.aid a înmber of Indians
now cultivate con siderable quantities of land. If
they were to attend to their farming business it
would pay them a great deal better than fishing,
because tley have not-the capital, theexperience
or the judgemiient to guide theni in carrying on
the fishing business as do the white nen, who
catch fish in large quantities, pack then in
barrels with ice, and ship then to te United
States. 'lie whites engage the Indians to fish
for thein, and that is the only way they can make
a living at the present time. I would recoinmend
the Governiient to act differently with the
Indians. Give thei their lands ; imake them
work those lands ; pursuade them, as mutchas
possible, to give up fishing, except for their own
use. They would then be better off, be better
citizens and more confortable, and sucli a result
would be better for the country, better for the
citizens at large, better for our fishermen, better
for all persons concerned, and would involve
less trouble, annoyance and anxietytothe country
and to the Governnent.

Sir H ECTOR LANG EVI N. I followed what
the hon. gentleman who put this motion before
the House, and wtat the other hon. nemîbers
have said on this subject. Of course, there is
no objection to the motion and to the papers
being brought down. The mover of the last
notion lias made two or three suggestions to thé
Governnent. The first was in regard to the
fisheries. He thinks thelindians are not proper-
ly treated in that respect, and that a source of
revenue to then, or of subsistence tas ceased,
and that those fisheries are now in the hands of
private individuals, and th.erefore the Indians
cannot use thei. I observed especially what
the lion. imember for Algnbia (Mr. Dawson)
stated when te read an extract, which I under-
stood to be an extract from a treaty made with
sonie of the Indians, by which it would appear
that certain fishing rights.were reserved to theni.
Of course that Department is not specially under
mîîy direction, and I ai not in a position to an-
swer the hon. gentleman now. But I will not
fail to call the special attention of the sub-head
of that Departnent to the point, so that lie nîay
lay it before the Superintendent-General as soon
as possible. There cannot be an intention on
the part of the Governime: n t to deprive the
Indian of thir riglits, no iatter wlat those
rights are. If they are entitled to certain fish-
cries according to their treaty, the Goveranient
will, no doubt, take neans to recognize those
rights, and have themîî again placed in the pos-
session of the Indians if possible, and if not, to
compensate thei for those rights. Another sug-
gestion is made by the miover of the resolution,
naniely, that in order to encourage Indians to
inprove thcir stock and agricultural iipleients,

'T'le Indian fshiermien of hom we l:we heard the Governient should give thiei an encourage-

rnent in noney, and that when an Indian would
put aside for that purpose $1oo the Government
should add an equal sum or a certain anount
in order to encourage them. This is a suggestion
which I am not ready to say the Government
would accept or not, but it is worthy of consider-

ation ; I thank the lion. gentleman for having
put it before the House. The lion. member for

Algoma also spoke of arrears due to certain
tribes amounting to a large suni of money, and

the hon. gentleman said the difficulty is this,
that the question is whether the Federal Govern-

ment should pay it or whether it should be paid
by the Ontario Government. I think if the

question lias cone to that paint some settlenent
might be found between the two Governments,
the powerful Governnent of the Dominion and

the powerful Government of of that large Pro-

vince, so that they would not, on such a question

in dispute between the two Governiments, deprive

the Indians of that to which they might be en-

titled. Sone ieans must be found by which

this difficulty between the two Governments nay

be removed and the Indians have the amount

due, if it is due to thein. The hon. rnember for

Grey (Mr. Allen) made another suggestion. He

would go at once and enfranchise the Indians.

I do not suppose the House or the community

would object to enfranchise the Indians, but only

when they are ready for enfranchisement. They

have been under the care of the Governnent,

which lias done everything possible to improve

their position in social life and to educate then,
and there can be no doubt that before nany

years have passed a large number of Indians

will have been enfranchised. but I differ from

the lion. member for Grey, and I do not believe

it would be for the benefit of the communities

near which those Indians live, to enfranchise

them before they are ready. It would not be in

accordance with our duty as a Government and

Parliament to give theni liberty and place them

on the saine footing as white men before they

had attained that degree of civilization and edu-

cation which would enable theni to advance in

life. You do not do it with children. You try

to educate thei and bring them up, and then,

after a number of years, when the young mian or

the girl is able to get on in life, then freedom is

given theni, if I may use the word. I think,

therefore, we should take care not to enfranchise
the Indians too soon, but as soon as they are
ready for enfranchisenient then it should be
given theni. There is no objection to the
motion.

Mr. PATTERSON (Brant). I suppose the
lion. Minister lias not forgotten that the very
parties he is now condemning as unfit to manage
their own affairs are the parties to whom he gave
the vote last year. .

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN.. I could answer
the lion, gentleman, but I do not suppose that
we should, on a side issue like this, begim agaim
the long discussion we lad last year, in which
the hon. gentleman took so promîinent a part.

Mr. EILLS. We are not beginning a long
discussion, but just referring to the subject and
beginning another.

Mr. GUILLET. I feel sure that th granting
of the vote to the Indians would be the means of
pronmoting their education and preparîng them
for the exercise of the franchise. This is good
evidence of that in the fact that sonie of thehon.

gentlemen opposite who were opposed to the
enfranchisenient of the Indians liave been going

anong them.
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