
title to public approbation was hypocritically put on, for w ho first bid it into existence. We know what it now is
the purpose of eloaking practices which, if acknowledged, in Amnerica, and the greater the contrast, the more
would be sternly rebked by public opinion. As such an eninently lionourable w ill be our rank anong the benevo-
impression for a long tinie east Odd Fellowsbip, in this lent Orders of the earth. Many and varions have been
countrv, into disrepute and opprobrium, so from the mo- the traditionarv accounts of its rise, derived fromn timne to
ment of the removal of the cause, was a corresponding op- time from bretlren who have arrived among us. In no
posite disposition evinced towards it by our people. A instance, however, known to the undersigned, has a state-
spirit of enquiry into the principles of the Order at once ment been made sufficiently authentic to entitle it to any
prevailed, and happily produced the conviction, that it reasonable degree of confidence. It is believed by some
contained within itself eleuments of great good, and could that the Order bas existed certainly more than a century;
iot fail, when disencumbercd of sucli olnoxious features, that the London or Union Order is the great generic, from
to attain to a dcgree of moral excellence which would N ic the Manchester Unity or Independent Order seceded
crowd to its Lodge-roons the best and purest citizens of in 1809, both of which, with probably a third, are now
the republie. This, mv brethren. so-nuch-to-be-desired practised in England, uder a separate and distinct organ-
resuit has been more thian realised, nd the proud satis- ization. Yon will not be surprised, that this suhject
faction is now enjoyed by us in America, of winessing as should be interesting to vour brethren aeross the Atlantic,
the fruit of our efforts in this reforn, a spectacle at once and we therefore indulge the hope that vou will unhesitat-
imposing and sublime. There searcelv exists in the vastly ingly respond to the enquiry now made. If the Order
w ide-spreading territorial limits of America, a single state was originally one and uindivded, it would be gratifying
or district where the votaries of Odd Fellowship are not to ns to know when it becane severed, the causes w*hich
to be found-evervwliere, from the extreie north-w estern led to the separation, and whether the reasons of the
boundary, to the southernmuost point of the republic, and division are of so grave a character as to shut out all hope
from the very shores of its Atlantic coast to the further- of resoluing the whole into one great original, animated
nost region of the father of its rivers, the great Mississippi by one principle, producing one vork, one language and
are the temples of our Order rising to the skies, dedicated universality througihout the globe. Sncb a resuît, if
to the cause of suffering hunanity. Sucb is the picture of attainable, would constitute a jubilee in Odd Fellowship.
Odd Fellowslhip in the United States, and under its ex- In conclusion, it is proper to advise you that in conse-
isting auspices it is dcstined, at no distant day, we fondly quence of the changes made in the work in England,
anticipete, to afford relief to a greater amunt of individual there is a great difficulty encountered by your visiting
suffering, than a«y other linlred association of equal re- brethren in thiis country. What necessity if any, led to
sources mn this country. Its great mioral infiueiince is felt sneh important alterations in Great Britain, we have
and appreciated by the fraternity in the integrity of char- never had the good fortune to learn ; we respectfully ask
acter wlich it inculeates, and the rigi i adherence which it to be inforned the extent of these changes in the work,
exacts in all the relations of life to the practice of those and the circnstances under vhieh they have been made.
virtues whieh adorii and dignifv man. NeI such, its It will be obvions, that unless great uniformitv is main-
highest and holiest motive shall cease to anMiat the Order tained in this particular, our members will be respectively
in America, its epitaph will have been written as au insti- excluded frein each other's Lodge-rooms, and one of the
tution deserving to claim no public consideration or con- brightest characteristies of the Order, to wit, its faculty of
cern whatever. No such fear, hovever, alarns ns; but succouring a distressed brother in a strange Lnd, will be
moving onward in silent and unobtrusive zeal in the pro- frequently unexerted by reason of the difficulty of under-
motion of its real purposes, with these cardinal principles standing "that peculiar language" by which Odd Fellows
ever in review, its future greatness and influence upon should be readily known in every clime throughout the
man's social and noral condition noue eau prctend to habitable earth.
pourtray. Our career, be it w ith all deference spoken, This letter has proved protractive-the undersigned
affords an exaniple not unworthy your imitation, and by trusts, however, that the great inmportance of the topies
regarding the results acconplishled in Amnerica, at the referred to in so desultory a maiier iay serve as its
siinple cost of discarding conviviality, as a feature in O1d apology.
Fellowship, utterly at var with the respectabilit, dignitv, Your Brother, in Friendship, Love and Truth,
and consequent usefulness of the institution, a lesson niay
be tauglht, we trust, not entirely unprofitable to the JSm:h I L. RUocn'.
brotherhood in England. These suggestions have been G. Cor. Sec. of the R. W. G. L., U. S., I. O. O. F.
made in no spirit of comsaplaint, but are atfectionately sib- No direct acknowledgment was ever made of this
maitted to the calmî and dispassionate reflection of the a
Manchester Unity, in the ardent hope that they nay lead courttous
to a reform in the Order in England, whih w ill tend to tion had of its receipt, was in the printed proceeding
give a renewed vigour to its energies, enhance its weighît of the Annual Moveable Committee, held at the Isleof character, augment its influence, enlarge its spliere of
action, and proniote, as inseparably biended in one coinn of Man in Jn, 184L Amng these were fouud reso-
interest, the welfare of the Order in Europe and Ainerica. lutions asserting the great disadvantages under which

Ilaving said thus mach in relation to the condition of Brethen of the Manchester Unity iahourcd, on their
our Order lu this country, and very respectfully coniiended
to vour imitation the 'means emipkyed in "producing so arrival in America, and empowering the Board of Di-
gratifying a result, I beg leave to invite vouir attention to rectors to open Lodpes in the Unîitel States, or to take
a topic extremnely interesting to the brotherhood here,
and about which a very considerabole degree of solicitude such other steps as they might think best calculated to
and curiosity prevails;-1 refer to the real origiii of 0ld rensedy the evil conplainedl of. ilow the concluding
Fellowship. In the year 1,837, pursuant to a resolution paragraph of the above letter-which seeins to have
adopted with great unanimity by the Grand Lodge of the . .
United States, the undersigied, as Chairnan of a Com - formed the principal, if not the only foundation for
mittee, was directed to open a correspondence witih the these resolutions-could have been considered as afford-
Manchester Unity on this subject. An interchange of; i pose ; hut
communications aicordingly took place, and the informa- i
tion eonveed from our Board, being but a literal repetifion that sui was the interpretation put on it, is evident.

* * beleved to have no foundation in historical
truth, greatly disappointed our expectations. Let nie We cannot but agee w l Brother Rigely, ahen,
again recur to this subject-in doing su, I will premise thei after detailing these facts lu his annual Report, he
application now made, in the same language enployed on continues -" The true cause of the whole difficulty,
the former occasion, "by earnestly requesting however and the fruitful source of much evil to the wle
lowly muay have been its beginuinîg," a full, candid, and .
unvarnished account of tie origin and early history of the Order, is attributable to the great error committed m
Order in England. Your archives will dubtless furniishiu England, of altering the work."
this desirable information. We care not wiat Odd Fel -ect thus brought under the notice of thelowship originally was, nor how-ever hunîble maav have t
been the occupations, or limited the pretensions of they Grand Lodge, naturally engaged much of the time and
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