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cerned, but it is generally believed, tliat the differential eount mnay

be of the greatest value, particularly, the disproportion betweefl

the increase in percentage of the polymorpllonuclears and the

actual increase iu the leucocyte count itself. Gibson, of New York

City, who devised a ''standard chart'' for the visible expression

of this disproportion, says, iu the An nals of Surgery, 1906, page

485, iu speaking of the relative disproportion 'between the differ-

ential and total counts, ''Bodily resistance is more clearly defined

by this disproportion than by auy other means at our command, and

that of all mcthods of blood examination, this is the most valuable,

both froin the standpoîut of diagnosis and prognosis."ý D r. H.I W.-

Hewitt, in an article in the Annals of Surgery for December, 1911.,

on ''The Value of the Leucocyte Count in Acute Inflammnatory

Surgical Diseases,'' among other things, concludes as follows:

"that in acute inflamînatory surgrical discasýes, rcpeated counfs at

frequent intervals slîould be(' inade, ajnd if the polytriorphofllclear

percentage riscs, while the total flulfler of leucocytes reiflains

stationary or fails, imuiiiediate operation should be insisted lpolî."

lic also says, ''No definite pereentage of polyiuorphionuclears an

be taken to positively indicate infection. If we have a percentage

of betxveen seventy-five and eighty of polymorphonllclear celîs, in-

fection is pro)ablc; if -we bave a percentage of bctween eighty and

eighty-fivc, infection is usunlly found; if w-e have a percentage al)ovc

eighty-five, infection is almost invariabiy encountered'' lie

further says, ''No one -will deny that repeated counts are of mnueh

greater value in diagnosis than one iselated counit.'' Emphasizing

tlîis same point, Gibson says, ''The importance of a disproportioulate

ilicrease of poîymorpli onucîcar celli, partieularly if progrssive,

cannot be overestimated, and those wilfully disrcgardiflg sueli cvi-

dence are pcrhaps not exlîausting ail resources available for diag-

nosis.'' Herbert Frenchi, of Guy's Hlospital, snys, "'If the polYmnor-

phonucicar couiut is bigh, withont a miarked leucocyte count, it

ifleats thlat t1ie pus is utîder great pressure.'' The case I an'i about

to report bears oui, thiese conclusions.

,Mr. G., age 33, traveller, presentcd himself at my office about

2.40 p.m. on Noveiinher 28, 1911, withi the following history:

Five wceks ago, lic said, lic was taken sick with severe abdominal

paius. ilis f'aîujilv pîiiaDr. Archer, at Port Perry, who Was

calle(1 in, (Iiaguosed bis coIl(itiofl ns appendicitis. lNe reeovered

in thec course 1of a acck amihad l)cen Weil ever sinc, until the

forcenoon of the day lie consnlted me,' wbien hie was seized with

Idauseca and was unable to eat any dinner. lije took the afternoon

train froîîî Lucknow, iritendiug(, to go homle, l)ut while on the train


