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. CGATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

! 'A.BEAUTIFUL SERMON
BY THE ‘RIGHT REV.'DR. 0'CONNOR.'S. J..
Proachod in the Pblindelphla’ Cathedral, Jly. 12th.:

at the Qoneecration ‘of Dr. Wm: O'Ha"q, e Bishop

of Seranton, and Dr..J ¥, Bhanaban as Bishop of

Behobur™y T
(From ke Philadelphia Catholic Stenddrd.) '

n: are:tbe falt of 1be earth: - Bat if the galt loee

“,Y,i:o:: with what sball it be salted ? It is then

ood for nothing, bat to-be oast out, and to bs trod-

n by men. I .
da;:::re t’he light of the world. - A city that fg set

tain canoot be bid,
ou!:e:::;‘?do men light a candle, and put it audera
pushel, but upon s candlestick, that it may givelight

10 all-that sre ta the house.

Let your light 85 sbioe before men, that they may
gee your good works, and glority your Father who is
in heaven.—Mstthew v, 23 =14, . .

T veed ‘oot ‘ray, beloved bretbren, that the
ceremony which bas called us together to-day 1s
one of unusual wterest, The vast crowds here
gssembled, the vivid interest marked on your
countenances assure rae that you appreciate it as
T do. - :

It always @ tolemn thing to witness the
transmission of the Apostohe office—sn act by
whick the:Church rezews ber wigor, provides for
ber preservation or her expansion. As the plants
tbrow out the seeds ihat procuce other plants

‘according to their kind which take their places
when-they bave dec-yed, or rise up at their rides
nvalling the frutfulness of the pareat stock, so
the-Church, organized by Cbrist, preserves ber
hfe and integrity-sud meets the exigencies of the
bour by the transmission of the Apostolic office,
with all its duries, its: graces, and its responsi-
Yility:from those who hold 1t one day to othiers
duly appointed. to exercise it on the morrow.

This-aet, ol sl times interesting, becomes
doubly o when, as:is the case to-day, it 1s per-
formed, not to fill a vacuum created by death,
but to provide for. ‘growityg - expansion. _:[‘he
Chburch is then extending her tubernacles, she is
establisbiog pew centres of action. Two new
constellations, as 1t were, are to—day being set
the ecclesiastical firmament. This cathedral,
the mother of the churches of this vast Jiocese,
becomes on this day in & higher sense a mother.
Two-of ber daughters take rank at ber side, and
they also become mothers.

Be it that this happens more by the increase
spd diffusion of the members already Delonging
1o the fold, than be the conversion of those who
koew ber not. Whether it be by conversion or
by merease and diffuston, we must rejoice to see
{he Church of God multiplying and filling the
earth 1n obedience to the command given by her
Divine Founder.

But for you, Right Reverend Fathers, whose
light is this day set on the candlestick, ou whose
souls (God places a seal that distinguishes you
from al! other men, now and forever more, it is
an occasion of special mtereat, Christ this day
mikes you commanders of His hosts, with all the
powers and all the graces attached to that high
positon. The Church, which is His agent in
this great work, has endeavored to impress these
upon you n the beautiful ceremonial which we
have Just witnessed, fraught, ke all ber other
ceremonies, with mstruction and power, and your
deeply affected countenances, and the tear trick-
liog down your cheeks assure us tbat you have
enfered 1nto the lesson. -

Methinks I shall correspond best with the de-
sgos‘of ‘the Church' and with your wishes by
making the words that proceed from this chair
fo-day be ammated by the same spirit.  Hence-
forth your lives will be devoted for the benefit of
others. This people will be- satisfied to-day
with the advantages reflected by what shall be
directly addressed to you for your own immediate
benefit, : L

The words of my text suggest all Iiotend
s8¥iog to you: ¢ You are the salt of the earth.’
*Yeu are the hight of the world,” ¢ So let your
light. shine - before men that they may see your
good works, and glonify your Father Who is m
Hearen,” " T'will “speak to you 6f the name of
your office, and the obligations it briogs vyith it

T'o understand tke nattre of the oftice con-
fided to you, we must go back to that day whee
our blegsed :Saviour, -surrounded by ~His disei-
Pes, fiom whomn, lie was about to withdraw his
visible presence,  addressed them, saywg: ¢ All
power le,giv,exi fo.me in heaven and 1o earth, 2o
ye, terefore, teach all nations,. baptiziog tbem.
 in the name of the. Father, and of the Sor, and
-of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you ;
‘and lo ! T am with you all days even to the coa-
summation of "the ‘world.> = It was oa thal day
that the body was organizedinto which you are
incorporated.. .. . T

The Redemption di
the greatest work of the Most High, its execi~
tionthat nedrest to’ the heart’ of Giod, and most’
tlosely connecfed with _the true inferests of his
cregtures,, . This bad Dbeen accormplished  on
Calvery sa far as paying the price of ,our.salva-
liop, offering an atonement for all our sins.

g

swallowed up in the umyversal disorder.
made to the image of God seemed changed
rather mto the image of demous and to be en-
gaged o little else than in fitting thewaselves for
that bell that was every day onecing wider its
jaws.

But the’ graces thus purchased had  to be ap-

thed to the ‘souls of men.. This, which is the

work of .God. a8 much as ‘the offeriag: of- the

atonement, of our Blessed Saviour: was not
pleased to perform by his own immediafe agency.

He had, indeed, proposed His holy ductrines, he
bad wrought wonders to confirm their truth, and
laid dowp His Iife to open for us the heaven that

we bad forfeited.  He arose agam and gave |

proot ol hus resurrection to the witnesses chosen
to testify its truth to-the world, But he did not
by his owa immediate ministry bring home to the
souls of many the light of truth and the savin
influences that he had established. This latter
work be was pleased to perform through tke
agency of freil mortals, acting by his authority,
strengthened by his grace. And. oh! whata
work, and clearly its performance shows forth
the power, the goodoess, the mercy of God,

The whole world, we may say, lay buried m
darkness as hideous as it was baneful. Even the
light that had been set up amongst. his chosen
people had become but as a faint glinmerwng
about (o be extioguished. Elsewhere the foulest
mmpiety had -been enthroned. The human race
had run its course, and in every form of social
life, and under every grade of human culture,
had not only shown itseif upable to relieve its
own waats, bat was plunging deeper and deeper
every day nto the abyss. Huwan misery seemed
only to fatten oo the cerruption that it produced,
and even buman  institutions were about lo be
Men

‘It was iato this festering mass {hat our Blessed
Saviour launched that mstitution that would plant

life 1n the midst of death, and rival, of rather
excel, and id'a bigher order the work which He

performed 10 the begiomog of the werld, when

¢ the Spirit moved on the waters,’ and He said,
f let light be made, and light was made.) -

Yes, beloved brethres, the change operated

by God in the redemption of the world, is a

work more woble thas was s first ereation, To
this there was o obstacle but the wability of
that which bad . not being; to the other there
was not only an inahility as great, there was the
opposite tendency of evil, and the greater height
to which redeemed man was to be elevated.
This great work our blessed Saviour was
pleased but to commence while he was visibly
present on this earth. He cerried on His bene-
ficent designs fully only through the Apostolic
body to whom He gave the commission and the
promise, ¢ go,’ ¢ teach,” ¢ baptize? ¢andlo! I

l'am with you. To epable them to fulfil the ose,

and as a pledge that He would fulfil the other,
He sent His Holy Spintimparting Him to them in
His fullness, and at once thousands are brought
witbin the pale of salvation, snd its boundaries
go on extending until soon ihey become counter-
minous with thowe of the earth,

This work was prefigured by the priesthood of
the Old Law, when Yearing the ark of the Liord
they stood 1n the bed of the Jordan until the
people passed over with dry foot, The waters
that were below them rolled on to the sea, those
that were above came rushng aund roaring, but
they stood togetber Supon a beap,’ and risiog
up, and up, and swelling, like a mountain, were
seen afar off, But they remained as a wall until
the people passed over into the promised land,

Or 1t may be compared to the action of the
priests of the Lord who went seven times round
and about the "wails of Jericho and blew their
trumpets, and the walls of the city fell down and
all the people entereds The nen of Jericho
frusted in their towers and their fences, but the
blast af the trumpet, not the engine of war, was
the instrument which God was pieased to use for
their destruction,

" These thicgs, as all else, bappened to that
‘people in figure, They were but a type of what
God did under the new dispensation. The tide
of wickedness which was overwhelming the
world was arrested by the men whom God com-
manded to go forth into its midst, It contioued
indeed to roll and to threaten and to swell up its
waters so that those who looked on without {aith,
seeing all its accumulated fory, might have an—
ticipated nothing but certamn apd sneedy ruin. —
But God placed limits to its ravages, and forced

it to lie back until His benevalent designs on His-

people were accomplished.  Men trusted in ‘the
sword, and v the ramparts withio which iniquity,

bad entrenched itself, but the heralds of Es'
Gospel armed only -with the voice of ‘truth and.

proclaiming its ‘saving message made these ram-

P % .0 -+ |parts fall’ down and the Church of Jesus Christ
of the world -was undoubtedly |- was established m every clime. . God alone, it is

‘trie, was.able to effect such results, but.He was

‘pleased to produce them throngh the Isbors of

the men'whom’ He sent to teach, to baptixe, with

whota H§ promised to. be’to the consummstion

of ages., . .

The

-were saved by Lhe same agency. .

£ | coustered and mastered, 1t -was to last forever;

| one bns spbere of action, 1t 15 for you to-quicken,

BT . |and to tbe world tbe pledge of  their faith adber-
y were ¢ the salt of the earth,’ f the hght R T

of the world’ The Iacarnate. God - 20 made
them, - 1t was through ‘them that He dissipated
the darkaess that was brooding aver the world,
it-was through.them that He willed to give hife
and purity to'lhat mass of corruption inte which
the buman ‘race bad- degeserated. Even the
sastitutions directed for their tempdral welfare’

Itis mto this bedy, Rt. Rev. Fathers, that
you are incorporated to day. For the Aposto-
lic office which Cbrist institufed was not'a pass—
ing thiog. Loke the evil that was to be en.

‘Cbrist promised "to - be with it all days-eren to
the consummatin of ages. It must, therefore,
bave beenntended by Him to remain itséif all days
tothat end. The first eleven whom He ad.
dressed associated others with themselves in the
great work, aad then paid the debt 6f nature.—
But the body that had been then established re-
mained. ' As, in the physical order, while the
several particles of whick each body is com-
posed are perpetually disappearicg and making
way way for others that take their places, the
body itself continving ia all its naturel properties
and fusctions, so while the members of the mys-
tical body of Christ, which is His -Church, are
ever giving way aod ‘replaced by others, the
body itself continues the sublime functions as-
gigned to it by its founder. - '

" This perpetuation by the Apostolic mimstry:
bas ever been effected by the laying on of hands,
by those who rightfully “exercise tha office.—
Thus Paul transmitted it to ,Timothy, thus be
commanded him to transmit .t to otber faithful
men, thus it ‘bas been - trantmitted in unbroken
succession t2 the Pontiff'who to-day lays bands
and transmits 1t to yeu. = Aond it s your great
privilege not metely to receive the rite but to be
able to point to the important fact that you re-
ceive it as faithful men -resolved to keep the de.
posit entrusted to you and that you ‘rteceive it
through a succession of men equally faithful who
preserved what was coofided to them  their re-
‘spective generations — that you receive it nol
from men who took up the office uncalled, men
whora the Apostle descrites as *ravenous
wolves,’ nor from men belonginz to that class
which he also alluded to who though cuce of the
'rue fold, spoke ¢perverse things’ to draw dis-
ciples after them. Ob! were you even able to
powt to an unbroken chair, comoecting you
through the exterpal rite, with the Apostles
themselves, if any Lok consisted of a man who
had made to Amself disciples — that is, instead
of preserviog and transmitting the deposit as he
had recetved it, had sought to estabhsh opinions
ot his oo aod enlist others in their support, that
map should be branded as one who had.spoken
¢ perverse things,” and your connection mith him
would only make you partakers of his crime. It
would but aggravate impiety by treachery.—
Agamst such, St. Paul warped his faithful fol.
lowers to beware, and Sr. Jude marked their
distiaguishing trait, when be said, *They are
they wko separate themselves.’

But in bemng lawlully incorporated into that
body whose maxim 1s, and whose maxn and
practice bave ever been to adhere to the faith
once delivered to the saints, you, Right Rev.
Fatbers, are engrafted iato that body to which
Jesus Christ gave the commission. You 100 in
your day are ¢ the salt of the earth,’ * the light
of the world.” . You are called to be the agents
and astruments of Chiist in bis designs for the
salvation of the warld—sn office which St. Caul
floes not besitate to designate by the startling
title of © helpers of God.? )

s Helpers of God,'—that is, his agents and m-
strumenty, and freely co-operating mith bim in
that work which he prized so highly, on which
His heart was set from efermty, agents and in-
struments in that work which His lncargate Son
proposed to  Himsel in coming down to this
earth, for which be labored and died, but which
He brings wto actual effect and ‘completion
through you and your free co-operation, so that
if you fail, His eternal designs and beneficent
longings and labors are to a certan extent frus-
trated, whereas when you are fasthful, your work
is the very work of God that which of all others
He prizes most, : -

It is true that all the priests of God are io
many respects like you, Hisagents and His instru-
ments ia_ this noble work : nay, -they are your
equals 1o that which is most sublime — the offer-
g of the great sacrifice and ‘the admuistration
of the sacrameots, ' But besidas your possessing
this power in its fulness, it is under the authority
of your order that all others discharge - tKeir.
duties, You, in your respective spheret; willbe
the soul of that phalanx that. goes, forth to.the
work of God, - It.-is -for you to assign to each.

and rule, and - direct ; to be the “eye that-sees’
all, that watches over all, that 18 sccountable’to-

God, and responsible to men for all. Toou|

dlone ‘helongs that authority: that _is;the. guardian

-algo, says the Apostle,and when He ¢ shall sit on

‘o heaven end in earth) or that He used those

-a0d;T put-it .forward chiefly for tais.purpose,—

‘We bave “only to-consider the vanious figures
under which the Church of: God and your rela<
fion to it are represeated,-to have a proper idea
of the sacred character of your sacred offi:e.~—
+The Church- is - represented . as. the _spouse of
Jesus Christ—pare aod. spotless—her purity is
-placed under your guardanskip, It is for you,
with the powerfu! weapons which God bas placed
m your bands to war agawost all. who. would
‘araish ber beauty. The Church is represented
asaa army. in ‘battle array.. You-are not mere
soldiers fighting in ber ranks, nor mere subalterns

your virtue be to resist aod overpower the mass |
of évil that we everywhere wilness, or see threst-
emng. Teachiok is good. The truth wiieh &
imparts is the basis of the spiritual edifice that
you must erect. But n the economy of Divine
Providence the work is perfected by what' [
might call the process of transrission and imita~
tion ; that is, it will not be, by saying how inea
shall act that you will lead them to practicat
boligess, bat by showing thém this holiness im
your lives, with'a power that will' make it loved -
and tmitated. You will do in the spiritual wiat

avimatiag others to bravery.. You bave each
the command of a whole army, and it depends on-
you'w a great measure whether:it shall march on
o victory ordestruction. Tt -is ot indeed an
army detached from other -armies similarly
anned and officered, it 1s one of ‘maay eogaged
in the same serwice, figbting for the same cauce,
and all under. the supervision of a general chief,
But a whole corps is: vader your supervision and
direction, 1f o the commander there fails vigil-
ance or smgleness ol purpose, or devotedoess, it
will be vain to expect viclory through the
bravery of those in tnferior positions.- Though
solitary bands may escape, nothiog but ruin awaite
the bost. Thw Church1s a ship bearing a pre-
ctous freight throngh the troubled sea of this
world to the heavenly port, You are its pilots,
obliged ndeed to sail in a squadron with others
all pursuiog the same course, and bound to the
same destivation, But, ob | 1f you faill m a
vigilant eye, or steady band, what can be ex
pected but that your own ship will be wrecked
amdst the rocks and the quicksands, and that
confuston be cast amongst those by whom you
are accompanied. The Church is a body—the
body of Christ.  You are 1ts most noble mem-
bers, those through wham the rest receive power,
vigor, nourishment. You are.the arm to defend
it, the eye to watch-over 1t, the beart that sends
forth hife toits remote extremmties, The Church
is a house~the house of God—yqu are stewards
in that houte, unto whasé chargé are committed
all i1s treasures. It is a temple—~the temple of
the living God—you are the pillars on which it
rests. .

Great is the dignity of man, from the mere fzct
that he is made to the image of Gad; greater
inasmuch as be bas been engrafted on Jesus
Cbrist and lives by bis life, * made partaker of
the Divine nature.” What shall we say of you
whom God has brought so wvear to Himself,
whom He has called to such close union and co-
operation with Him in the greatest of Tlis works,
to whom He grants, I may say, a participation of
many of His most noble attributes 7 :

¢ A helper of God,’ and that fo the most noble
of His works. Is mot this alone enough to
overwhelm us with confusion? What He came
dowa [rom Heaven to accomplish, He is pleased
to accomplish chiefly throvgh you.

¢The light of the world.” [e Himself was
the light, ¢the true light which eolighteneth
every man that cometh ioto the world.’ Yet
now He who is light and trutb saith to you also,
“you are the light of the world,” for such He 1s
pleased to make you,

¢ The salt of the earth.? It was He aad He
alone wko could give 1t. Yet He now com-
municates to you also this property. Tbrough
you is the corrupt mass of the world to be leav-
ened—through you He 1s pleased to impart to
the weak and to the ~dead the sivifying power
that will fit them for Heaven. - _

God has left many sprritual blessings .to man,
and you are ¢ their dispensers.” You are ‘amp-
bassadors for Christ,’  Your commission is not
weitten o0 a parchment that might pensh, nor
sealed with a-wax that might be counterferted or
efficed. It 13 written i the bright hght of
God’s word, and séaled by His Omoipotence,

" The * ministry of reconciliation’ which 1s one
of His own primary functions, * He gave to us’
tbe seat of His Majesty,’ He promises that those
whom He has chosen to this office ! shall it 1
twelve seats to judge the twelve tribes of Israel.’

No wonder that when He created ap’iostitu-
tion invested with such a commission, He ap-
pealed to that ¢ all-power’ that was ¢ given Him

words fraught with such bigh meaning, ¢ As the
Father has sent me, s0 I send you. He that
heareth you, -beareth ‘me ; be who despiseth me.
despiseth’ Him that sent-me.’ - - :

- From this view ot the natuce of your fugc—
tions, Rt. Rev, Fathers, 1t is eaty to conclude
.what.manoer of mén you should endeavor to be,

‘You are ¢ the light of - the  world,” you should be
like. the Baptist,'a” shinig and  burniiig hight;
spreading abroad the trath aud enkindling in all
the fire:of divine love, - How great must be the
power of both 10-you, when from your flame they:
are to be imparted to many,” .¢ You are:the salt
of the edrth.? " 'You must conie 10 cootact with’

e Tml g

he ‘carfuption of the world, and act ot it with"a’

e

ence to duty. °

power. that ‘will dissolve ts baneful -glements and,
Ampatt to:them: a'new nature. ' How great must |

oatural fathers do 1o the physical order, you wil
make others to your own likepess, and thus be
thewr fathers 1o the order of grace. - '

‘This to be suré 13 above all‘the work of God.
But'as I have already stated, this work He per-
torms tbrough you, giviag to your action & power
of which it s itself incapable. He is acting im
you and with you. The results when obtained
are emisently His, for you are but weak instru-
ments, catirely uaable to effect thém. But the
action of Grod through you will not be effective
except with your co-.operation, and it wi
be abundant in proportion as you render
yourselves worthy instrumenws, It is thus that
in the wise but mysterious counsels of God you
are “the salt of the eartb,’ ¢the light of the
world.’ Aad, ob! Rt. Rev. Kathers, what & °
responsibility to be thus accouatable for the saf~-
vation of many and many souls redeemed by
Jesus Christ, to feel that heaven will be peopled
more fully in proportion as you are boly, that
peglect to correspond to the wvitation to holiness
which God gives you may iavolve the eteraal -
loss of macy souls, which Gad wished sineerely
to save, for which Christ shed His most préctous -
blood, but which in His mysterious counsels He
determined to save oaly through you —through
your fidehity in corresponding to your vocation te
holiness. '

The offering of the Holy Sacrifice in which
the priest by the power given by God causes the
Body and Blood of Christ to be preseat on the
Altar bolds it 1 s bands, approaches it to bic
hips and oflefs it up to the Eternal Father, 2c.
cording to the declaration of the great Chrysas-
tom, demands from him a holiness which shou(d
exceed in brightness that of the purest of (he
sun’s rays. How much more is demanded from
you, cn whom so much depeads, in whose boft-
aess that of eacli priest should not only find e
lty'pe, but should receive from it new vigor and
ustre.

God required even the priests of the O!d Law
to be boly. ¢ Be ye holy,’ lle sad to them,  ze
{ am holy’ la your more eievated sphere ¢
holiness 15 demanded, which, as S. Chrysostont
remarks, requires not merely that you be cleansed
from sin, but that you possess an eminence and
great excellence in all virtue, a richness 10 good
works, which should be so great, as S, Basil sags
that ¢ if you stood in the midst of tle Angelie
bosts before the throne of God you should aet
fall short of them by comparison.’

It was the fear of failing to correspond to
these high requirements of their state that made
the saiats tremble when called to this ligh office,
They kaew, indeed, they were called to be © the
salt of the earth,” ¢the light of the world,’ bug-
they feared that the light wight be ckanged in‘e
darkness, that the salt might lose its savor and
be fit only to be tramgled uader fool, At thig
they trembled. .. : Vo

But that God who is.rich in mercy has pro-
vided means by which all that He requires mpy. be -
easily accomplisked, so that you can now say
with the Apostle, I can do all things in Hime .
who strengtheneth me.’ : _

When God commanded Moses to make for
Him a tabernacle, with mauy thiags. for the use
of bis sanctuary, he sbowed on the-mouatain &

to be made, and te told bim to look and make t
asccording to the pattern that was shown him.—~
"The same God requires of you to make far Him
2 sanctuary 1o your . owa souls, and to adora it
wilh msoy virtues. To enable you, to succeed.
He has provided for you, too,.a model which he

selves ¢ according fo the pattern.’ = This model
is Jesus Christ. He is not. only a mode! show-’

to do.it. Depending, theo, on the aid of His .
grace, your great effort should .ever, be.to look

capy it jo. your. awn, .Fis, love and union with
labors for. the salvation of, men, His special loge, .

Dbefore.your eyes, and as the.lens seizing the 'gag*.;.'

‘before it to..the - delicate: plate, impressing on_
every.line. and "shade, aod enabling 1t o repro
Guce. them .in. many. .other faithful copies, 'se' "
earnest: and -devout prayer, wil. edable you'te: .

tabernacle to whose likeness ke wisked the other

commands you to look on.and then to form your~ - i
‘ing what.to do, but He 1 .a.power, eaabling you )

to Him, to study. carefully, His, ife, and,labor (0.

His Eteroal- Father, His burging, zeal for. the =
Father’s glory, for the diffusion of _His truth and
holmess,. EHis: ardent. desire, Yis .never-ceasing " .

of the poor, the, miserable, the wretched ;of-alf, "
classes, His: meekness, and -patience, tind ‘mo- "
desty, and a)l, His. otber. viriues should everbe’

rayd teansfers, the .image .of, the natural objeet




