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NOTES OF NEWS

HOM [RELAND,

THE IRISH MAYORS :—A letter
has been issued from the Chief Secre-
tary’s office which has created con-
siderable feeling in Ireland. The let-
ter intimates that :(—.-

+Phe new commissions to Her Ma-
jesty’s judges for the holding of the
various courts of assizes and com-
missions do not include the names
of the Lord Mayors or Mayors, and
their attendance at the sittings of
the various courts will therefore be
unnecessary.”’ This is regarded as
an insult put upon the municipalities
in consequence of the attitude of Ire-
land in regord tu the South Africa
war. The ILord Mayor of Dublin

was excluded in a similar way dur-|

i Mr. T. D. Sullivan’s tcoure of
::}ﬁ;ce; and it was not until the Lib-
erals returned to power several years
later that the name of the chief ma-
gistrate of the Irish metropolis was
restored to the commission. Forlper-
ly the Lord Mayor was authorized
by charter to attend in state. The
Judicature Act now leaves the mat-
ter to the discretion of the author-
ities,

AMOTHER OF SEVEN SOLDIERS—
An Irish woman, Bridget Gavin, is
the mother of seven somns, all of
whem are soldiers in ranka of the
British army; but she is an inmate
of Doncaster Workhouse. Last week,
in the Imperial House of Commons,
Mr. Wyndham -wvas asked by Mr,
willinm Redmond whether any steps
could be taken towards makine pro-
vision for the poor woman. Mr,
Wyndham answered no. All he could
suggest was that the War Office
should strongly recommend those re-
sponsible for the administration of
the various charitable funds now .he-
ingg disposed of tc mnake provision
for this poor Irishwoman who has
given so much to the country. We
are pleased to say that this recom-
mendation has been immediately act-
¢d upon, and that provision has been
made for the old lady’s maintenance
for a year by the proprictor cf the
~Daily Telegraph.”

AN IRISH POST OFTICE. — How
badly IJreland is in need of o Local
Legislature may be gleaned from the
jollowing remarks of a correspond-
ent —

*There is not a town in the United
Kingdom for its size that has sucha
lamentable lack of pest office accom-
modation as Navan. I happened to
be passing through the town the
aother doy, and wos asked by o
friend to go in and inspect tho pre-
mises in which the postal and tele-
graph business for a population of
between 5,000 and 6,000 is trans-
acted. What I saw more than sur-
prised me. The office consists of one
square room hardly 8 feet in height
and not more than 20 feet each way
in space. In times of great stress of
business such as Christinass and
Easter the crowd is so great that
the public have to stand outside the
door while the atmosphere inside
from the packed mass of humanity
struggling to be served is suffocat-
ing. In this unhealthy den seven of-
ficials are obliged to work for sev-
eral hours o day. Surely o wealthy
department like the post office should
be able to find suitable premises clse-
where in the town Lo kecp pace with
the business done.”

WEDNESDAYS IN THE HOUSE.—
A contemporary, referring to the ac-
tion of the Irish Parliamentary re-
presentatives sccuring the first free
Wednesday in the House, says i—

“The Scotch and Welsh wiseacres
decided that the first three Wednes-
days would be appropriated by the
Government on the discussion of tho
Address. Only one Wednesdoy was
taken, and the two that rewaiped
were seized by Ireland—one for the
Local Government DBill, and the
other for the Evicted Tenants.”

It is thus that an Irish paper at-
tributes this first success to the re-
cent re-uniting of the party :—

““One of the immediate fruits of
unity was the happy arrangement,
which gave the Irish membera the
gpportunity of seizing the first free
Wednesday of the session for the dis-
cussion of an Irish measurs. It was
Mr. Parnell who originated the party
practice of balloting in a body to se-
cure as many Wednesdoys as possible
for the ventilation of JIrish griev-
ances, Before his time every Irish
member acted independently, and his
Prospects of success were represented
by the members balloting — usually
about 300—agninst his own indivi-
duql chance. With 86 members bal-
loting as one man the chances were
Increased from 300 to 1 ageinst, to
& little more than 8 to 1. Thus it
happened in the old days that all the
Wednesdays were monopolised by
Treland. In the chacs following tho
Split’ the practice lost its value
from the division of the Party into
Bections, and from the fact also that
the other nationalities—Scotlond and
Wales, adopted the Irish method to

bring their respective requirements
10 the front.’”

l_fR. DAVITYT'S TLLNESS.—As an
evidence not only of the popularity
of Mr, Davitt, but also of the high
esteem in’ which he. is held by his
YEry oppomnents, we find . &n organ
whese principles ara antagonistic to
Bim, thus referring to ‘his il health :.
® anncuncement:made, by Mr.

has addressed to a local paper, that
he is in a state of ill-health and
compelled to seek a temporary resi-
dence in a warm climate, will be re-
ceived, even by his political oppon-
ents, with feelings of deep and sin-
cere regret. We have constantly dif-
fered from Mr. Davitt in our view
of public affpirs, and we have often
had occasion to comment severely on
his action in political maltters, but
we have never failed to recognise
that the fact of hig past suflerings in
the cause of Irish national freedom
entitles him to generous treatment,
even at the hands of those who are
compelled to disagree with, and to
censure his, course in connection
with the existing political situation.
There must be few Irishmen who will
not agree with us in the assertion
that Mr, Davitt’'s prolonged absence
from the rank of the National forces
would be a serious loss, and we feel
that our readers will be unanimous
in re-echoeing the hope which we now
express that his present illness may
be of short duration, and that ere
long he will be enabled to return to
Ireland fully restored to health and
strength.’’

A CANADIAN BLIZZARD.—The de-
scriptions of last week's snowstorm
that filled pages of our Canadian pa-
pers, might well serve the purposes
of any Cork, or South of Ireland pn-
per. The story of their sncwstorm
is o long one, but we can shorten it
by extracting a few paragraphs. Re-
ferring to Cork, after the storm, one
account says —

“‘Pedestrionism was in all cases
most difticult, aund it is a matter of
surprise that the shopkeepers in the
lending streets did not see their way
to convenience public traffic, wnd
thereby further their own interests,
by clearing away the snow in front
of their premises. The trouble en-
tailed thereby would not fall heavily
on the shoulders of any one indivi-
dual and the convenience and ben.fit
to all would be greater, In Patrick
street, indeed, no complaint can be
made in this respect, but in the
other streets those who took the pre-
caution of clearing the spaces before
their houses may be described as
isqlmted exceptions., The law, too,
provides that it should be done, and
it is a matter of wonder that the
responsible authorities did not tuke
steps to see that thc convenience of
the public was ensured. The tnad-
equacy of the cleansing staff of the
Public Works Department cf the Cor-
poration, too, was shown in their
inability to keep the crossings in a
fairly passable condition.”

Especially in the last few lines do
we rend a similarity between Cork
and Montreal. Here is o brief de-
seription, of what we look upon as
an ordinary condition cf things :—

““The residents of Montenotte,
Gardiner’s Hill, and portion of St.
Luke’s, and that district, were the
greatest victims by the snow fall.
Owing to the elevated character of
this locality and the absence of any
shelter, the snow gathered in drifts
in places. At one part of Gardiner's
Hijll it had covered the ground to o
depth ranging from two to four fect,
The postman could only call to the
doars of the house after wading un
to his knees in the soft slushy stuff.
The milkman also braved the drifts,
but the familiar knock and ring of
other carly callers were unheard.
The electric tram system was in the
early morning completely blocked,
and it was not till some time after
noon that the service was in a work-
able condition. Cars were first run
wlong for the purpcse of clearing the
line, and were assisted in this work
by on ingenicus and novel snow-
Plough. The block on the system
caused the greatest inconvenience to
the publie, which could be obhviated
by ‘keeping a few cars runming during
the night from the time the snow
commenced.”’

MR. HARRINGTON’S SPEECH. —-
At tha cunual meecting of the Rot-
unda Ward National Registration So-
ciety, held last week, Mr. 'F. Har-
rington, M.P., referred to the rccent
union of Irish representatives, in
Parlinment, in the following man-
ner ——

‘“He thought that the country felt
great relief in what bhad taken place
during the last couple of weeks; and
he was glad to sce that amongst the
entire population of the wouniry
there had been no other expression
than one of delight and pleasure at
the restcration of unity in the ranks
of the Irish Pariiamentary Iarcv.
For their references to his own pult
in bringing about that unity he was
exceedingly grateful. The tosk of
the peacemaker was not always a
popular one, but he had always con-
sidered it better in a public wman to
act according to the dictates of his
conscience than merely to seek the
passing popularity of the hour.' He
did not think that Irishmen neei be
at all humiliated at the quarral of
the last eight or mnine years, nor
ashamed that they fell out upon sucth
an igssue as was presented to the
country at that time. He did not
know any nation in the world to
‘which the same. issue would have
been presented unrder the same cir-
cumstances that would not have been
likely to divide as the Irish nation
had divided. No one, he was sure,
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was aahamed of the part he had tak-

en in that struggle, provided that
that part had commended itself to
his judgment, and now that they had
come back to join hands in a re-
newed effort for the liberty of the
country, no man would remember it
to another that he had been divided
against him. ‘The shame would have
been in allowing the present genera~
tion to pass away +without coming
together again and making a cowm-
bined fight for the interests of the
country. On one point they might
congratulate themselves, and that
wns that during the long struggle
which had divided them not one of
the Irish members had gone over to
the enemy; they had all remained
straight as Nationalists and had held
by the intercsts of their country.”
Continuing, he said :—"He was
glad to be able to assure the coun-
try that the peace was no patched-
up peace, and that at that moment
the feelings in the ranks of the Trish
Party of brothahood and comrade-
ship were as strong and as firmly es-
tablished as in the old days svhen
they had marched through the Lob-

bies of the House of Commons under
the leadership of Charles Stewurt
Parnell (applause). They intended 1o
make the policy of itheir Party so ae-
tive and so combative that 1aen
would not have time to discuss dit-
ferences amcnpst themselves.  'They
intended, in o session of Parliament
which the Government had no ‘nten-
tion of mnking Irish, to bring Irish
claims to the front and to turn the
attention of the Trish representatives
to the interes(s of the country alone.
Thv-re were some who still hung back
in doubit a8 to the reaflity or permman-
ency of the unity. These people were
apt to point, perhaps, to the evi-
dence of mewspaper leaders or news-
papcr paragraphs in support of their
contentions, and to guther from these
that some question still divided the
Party. But whatever outside differ-
ences there might be there was no
difficrence in the Tarty itself, and that
Party, as a whale, would give
sanction to any efforts which 1might
be made to disturb its pence or to
sever lhe iriendship so recently ve-

newed.””’

THE EVIL OF GAMBLING.

The following is a passig: from an
article, which appeared rceently in
the '‘National Review,'’ (England),
over the signature of Dr. Iorton, of
anti-Catholic fame :(—

“On the other hand, the Jesuit nc-

cominodation to vice is also e~
ployed to caplure the young, who
are restive vnder the moral re-

straints -~hich a pure religion im-
poses. A friend of mine in Manclies-
ter told me that he wurned nne dny
into a Catholic Church, and heard
ithe most popular Jesuit of that city
preaching to a crowd of voung uper-
atives, who were all expased to the
great peril of our day—~—the lempra-
tion of gnmbling. The preaciier ny-
sured them that he saw no harn in
betting. If o man had moncy he
was as much at liberty to lay 11 on
a hcrse as to spend it on a stall in

the theatre. What a relief to  the
young! Iere they find at last =«
Church which will condone 1heir

most ruinous vice. Here they cscape
from the cruel Puritanism which robs
them of their pleasure. Here the
golden rule of the Jesuit is put into
practice: ‘A way may be found for
the gratification of cvery human dwe-
sire.” *’ .

It would need no great logician to
refute this slander, but when & ureat
logician condescends to notico ‘such
an attack, and proceeds to pulverize
it and its author, there is always
matter of interest and benefit to
Cathelies in  his remarks. Father
Bernard Vaughan, preaching, in Man-
chester, three Sundays ago, thus
dealt with Dr. Horton. Father
Vaughan, after an explanatory intro-
duction, said — That he had seen a
good deal of what had been written
lately about gambling, and In his
judgment most of it might not inap-
propriately be labelled ‘‘Cant.”’. As
the supply of ‘'cant’’ was nlready in
excess of the demand for it, he would
not add to its bulk by any remarks
of his. It secmed to him men some-
times allowed their feelings to lead
them to a conclusion, and then they
cast about for a sclentific basis, and
damaged tfeir cause by putting for-
ward propositions that were ethical-
ty untenable. The speaker said his
feelings about the evil consequences
of gambling (& practice unfortunate-
ly only too noticeable in all sections
of the community, high and Iow,
young and old) were quite as active-
ly intense as those o! the typical
Puritan, but he did not Intend to
permit his feelings to run away wWith
him; he preferred to jockey them. Ile
wished to ride straight, on scientific
principles, to a logical conclusion,
and he ventured to hope that when
be had done they would ses for
themselves wherein lay the evil of
goambling, and would themselves toke
such measures as would secure them
against runaning into the dangerous
occasions of it.

A deflnition of gambling was given
in the following terms :—

The 1{idea of gamblings, Father
Vaughan ccntinued, embraced all con-
tracts {n which the parties did not
know what they were giving and
taking, and in which they could not
influence the result. What went by
the name of legitimate trade did not
come under that deseription, for the
parties knew, or assumed, that there
would be no material fluctuaticns of
value before the transaction was
completed; but as sdgon as you got
forms of trade here the parties dis-
tinctly ccntemplated fluctuations,
they were, in fact, betting upon the
rise or fall, and were backing the
accuracy of their forecast as truly as
it they backed a horse.

So pointed, and of general interest
are the following remarks that we
give them: almost in thelr entirety.
1t is not often that this subject is
treated in such a practical manner,
and brought home to hundreds of
thousands who are actually guilty of
gambling, in one sense, while con-
demning it in another one. Father
Vaughan thus explains :(—

All kinds of speculative trade were
forms of gambling, and were to be
judged by the same rules as indul-
gence in rouge-et-ncir. Of course the
gambling element grew more promin-
ent as the fluctuations in value be-
came more rapid, and in that way
horse-racing and pitch-and-toss had a
worse name before the public than
dealings in cotton futures  But let

-

there he no

mistake about it; the
principle in all theso instances  was
just the same. Ile was abt present
dealing with the principle, and not
with the particular mould into
which it might be run.
All gambling was attenddd with s
certain  pleasurable exscitement,  to
whiclt some persons were lnore Scisi-

ble than others, but to which very
few indeed were wholly  insensible.
That excitement was maore or less in-
dependent of the amount of noney
lost or won, and some persons there
were who did nat hesitate to pur-
chase it at an assured loss. Thus it

could not be supposed that all the
people who haunted the tables  at
Monte Carlo were ignorant of the
truth that the conditions of  the
game were such that, in the long
run, they would certainly lose one

Napoleon for every 120, 1Ie thourhit
that was the cipher that they stak-
ed, It Was, of course, more pleasant
to win than to lose; but who could
doubt that Charles Fox found an at-
traction in hazard quite independent
ol money?

Nor was it to the purpose to say
that the pleasure was unreasonable,
and therefore morally wrong. It was
felt by men of all races, countries,
and times, the old Romans and the

modern Chinese and Malays being
gamblers as inveterate as any man,
sany, on Liverpool ‘Change. If any-
one presumed to say thoat there was
no reason for that pleasure he would
thereby be only displaying his ignor-
ance of those elements that went to
constitute that social Dbeing called
man. ‘The gambling instinet in man,
he was frée to confess, did nct ad-
smit of anaflysis, and therefore it was
that he had to include it anong the
elementary facts of a man's consti-
tution, like the pereeption of harmn-
ony, etc,

be indulged, under the soume condi-
tions as gcverned every other indul-

gence. One man had a taste for the
opera or for the drama, or for col-
lecting engravings, or stamps, or au-
tographs, and his circumstances jus-
tified his spending 50 much a year on
gralifying his tastes. Another had a
taste for betting, and he was able
prwdently to pay so much o year to
the bookmaokers. His taste mipxht
lead yet another to toss handfuls of
coin for a scramble in a playeround
or at a fair, and who shall say that
he must not do so provided he was
spending no more than he could af-
ford to spend upon his pleasure ¥
Under those circumstances he did not
see why one man might not spend on
horseracing wlnt ancther was led to
spend on a stall at a theatre,

Nor was the case essentially
furent if money was sought
gambling. Aill the conditions cf a
fair contract might be present In a
bet. Each horse im the running ha‘d
its market price, just a5 o bale of
merchandise i{n nny warehouse had.
The man who staked his moncy be-
lieved that the horse or the goods
would rise in the market, and so he
bought at the present price, intend-
ing to sell at a future time. FHe
backed the accuracy of his forecast.
I he won, the money was fairly his.
It was not true to say he had given
nothing for it, Had ho not exposed
himself to the risk of losing, while
the other party was content to mal:ic
the bargain? Let them take the case
of a householder who paid a fow
shillings for fire Insurance, and the
next day received hundreds of pounds
from the unfortunate company. Il¢
had backed his house to burn, gnd
his faucy had won; he had the praisc
of prudence, aud no sane persuon ac-
cused him of dishonestly taking nmo-
ncy which he had not earned. So,
again, if he had insured his lifs, or
backed a horse, or put money on a
cricket or polo team.

The evil of gambling wns *'0o be
sought and found in the liability to
abuse; in the almost magnetic hold
it got of a man, leading him, only
too often, to rislv what he couid not
afford to spend on his pleasurcs., aud
inducing him at length not only to
stake all that was his own, but what
was not his own—perhaps even por-
suading him to stake trust-money
which demanded safe investment. The
lability thus to gamble justified the
State in reastricting by law ithe op-

dif-
by

portunities offered to that portion
{Continued on Iage [four.)
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He took it, then, that the!
taste for gambling might reasonably |

introducing the hudget shows  that!
fan expenditure of £154.082,000 has

THE FINANCIAL SIDE OF THE WAR,

Until  the  Lmperial Dudget  was
brought down Ly Sir Michael Hicks-
Beach, we could only roughly  guess
at the enorious cost that the pre-
senl war in South Afrien must en-
tail. The British are proverbiadly o
commereial  people, a0 business-like
race; Napoleon called them a 'nation
of shop-keepers.”” Now. such o pea-
P BISL Sew SO fmense, some in-
calculable havvest to teap  in the
Transvaal,  otherwise  they  would
never dream of saddline  chemselves
with such a fineneial load. New reve-
nue measures are heing adopted. In-
come fax is to he jnercased to one
shilling on the pound: and increased

duties  will  bhe  imposed in beer,
spitits,  cigars, tomatoes amd  tea.
A loan is to be negotiated. W take

the following from the report of Sie
Michael Tlicks-Beach's Dudget spoech:

The return of the Chaneellor of the
LExchequer, Sir Michael Hicks-Boach,

jto be provided Jor in the hudger of

1000, 1401, The same  statement
shows that the Exchequer pecount of
1899-1900 would have given o sur-
plus of upwards of 5,000 000, hut
that. the supplementacy war  estime
ates  of  L23.000,0000 make tho  ox-
penditure exeecd (he revenue by €17 .-
TTV000.

He next explained the present fivan-
cial sitaation, dwelling with
Tuction on the inerease of tpeacingl
ol the vstimated revenue, due to
the steady and substantial  inerease
ol husiness, and pointing out  that

Satin-

ditjional — L6,000,0000 e alsa pro-
posed  that  the stamp  duties  on
Stock Exchange contfract notes he ex-

tended to sales on (he -I'roduee Fx-
change: that beer duties wounld  be
imereased a shilling a barrel  of 36

gallons, and that there would be an
ierease in the duty on spirits of six-

pentee e eallon; tebaceo, fourpence
per pound: Joreign cigars,  siNpence
pet pound. and tea, twopence  wr
pound. 1le aoticipated  that  the
above changes  woald  jncrease  the

revenur £12.317.000, and he propos-
ed to save £0610,000 Ly suspenidine
the sinking mad in religtion 1o cer-
Laqn terninable aanuit (s, e pro-
posed 1o horrow the test of the ie-
cessary fuads. A total of LE,000 -
Oy had 1o be raised, of which £s.-
ON0000 was now jne the  treasury,
and £35,000.000 would he raised by
bLond or stock repayable in a term
not exceeding ten years.

From the abounding revenue ot the
Vs L5000 000 surplus was  avail-
alile towards  the wat expenditute,
bearing romarhable testinony to thoe
extraordinary industrial activity and
comercinl prosperity of 1809, which
wis, be hoped, one of a long series
ol Prosperons years, 'The improve-
ment was due to the steady woad sub-
stantial  progress of business,  and
not 1o the war, which had, in sone
respets, nolitated aeainst troade, The
increpise in foreign tvade, both in dme-
frovrs ared eaparts, was greater than
thee previcus seare There had been
o remarkable inerease in the reeeipts

P rrom the death daties, totabbing €17 -
as the inerease in the value and \'nl-l

unte of Toreign exports had  been
quite excepfional it had uot hween at!
the expense af home industries, Re-
viewing the principal iteins of reves

niie. the Chancelior of tee Fxcliequer
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said tobatvo had been disappointing, |

and that the increase in wines  Juul
not heen as large as espected,  peers
haps due ta the absence of the ordin-
ary winter festivities,

—

Against the estimated expenditure
of £15-H082,000 for the coming yvear,
the Chuancellor of the [Exchequer es-
timated the revenue on the existing
basis «f taxation at E£116,%00,000,
or i deficit of £37,000,000,

The Chancellor of the  Fxchegquer
characterized the supggested muthods
of fresh taxation as in wa way fin-
practicable, saying the Government
felt justified in raising a portion of
the war funds by w loan, bul, he
added, it was also justificd in calling
upon the tax-payers for an jmmedinte
and substantial sacrifice. In this con-
neetion he thought they could  rea-
sonftbly anticipate that the 1ove
acute and mest costly phases of the
wur would not last long, He asked
the tax-payers to subserie to  the
cost of the war Ly an increase of the
income tax to one shilling on  the
poundd, which would produce an ad-

P Uhiengo, who dicd

ik D e ey issue of cousels,

IS Tod

FTT.00, of which 2271000 wys
eem the cstates of aontllionanires,  in-
cluding 900000 from the estate of
ot nan, o foreigner, wha lived on
fifteen sinlings o day in o west end
Fondon club, Thiat one person, he
continned, howeser unwillingly, had
cotriduttod ta the exchegquer more
than the cvost of an ironelacd, 1Pl
Toreigner referved to i3 the Lae

teorge Rmith, the pionecr banker of
Octoher 7, 1899,
in his rooms at the Ngorm Clab,
London.)

l'fxlylalilni;xg- the proposed loan, Niv
Micharl Nicks-Beach said e helieved
it world he a mistake to (ry o radse
as it
would  create & permanent  debt
which the nation conld pot pay  of
Al par until 18924, He o thought ir
would be bhetter that part  of  the
E35,000,000  be  reserved,  spy  oan
amount not excecding £5,000,000, for
w further issue of treasury bills, The
rest. he proposed to raise by bonds
stocks,  He had reason to helieve
it was possible to take such an issue

or

o very reasonable terms,  and he
hom«d 1o ddo so in g way not (o in-
stive profit for g few preat amd
wealthy persons, but to bring  the

whole public into the war loan, and
enitble theu to come to the
anee of the country.,

RESTE B

ECHOES FROM FRANCE.

Since the Concordat gave the en-
enties of the Church in I‘rance 1o
special weapon wherewith to para-
lyze the clergy, the govermment, it
the Instigntion of the Depurtment of
Worship, has decided to forge an arm
to its own liking. A correspondent of
the Liverpool “‘Catholic Times' thus
mentions the new law, and bricily
comuients thercon :(—

1t stipulates that any public cri-
ticismn ecensure c¢n the part of pricsts
of 'Acts of public quthority’ is to Le
punished by a term of imprisonment
varying fram [fifteen days to  S§iX
montlis. Tho same prohibition ap-
plics Lo conversation between friends
and to private letters. Were this Inw
to be put in force it wculd cnd by
putting fn prison every  priest  in
France. According to it, henceforth
no parish priest would be free to
teach his flock the way wherein they
should go: to tell them that the law
of divorce is against the luws of the
Church would be to censure the civil
power; 1o Inveigh in the mildest
manner against the acts of an infidel
mayor subversive of religious liberty
would e to court imprisonment
within a few hours at the hands of
that same mayor. The trial of the
Assumptionists, the protestations of
certain Bishops, and the lively re-
monstrance of the Archbishcp of Aix,
have led to this latest mill-stone be-
ing hung round the necks of the
Ifpenelt  clergyv. Apart from being
handicapped in the exercise of his
ministry a French priest has no
longer the right of the poorest citi-
zen. A street ‘voyoun’ may throw up
his cap ‘and call the President of the
Republie bad names. Nothing  is
done to him. - A priest if he criticises
a Government measure henceforth of-
fends the laws of his country. The
Archbishop of Aix publicly intimates
that he will allow of no subscrip-
tion being raised for him in his dio-
cese. The ‘Croix’ has opened a sib-
seription for the five Bishops whose
stipends have been suspended.’”

—

The special case for which the Dra-
coninn legisintion has been invented
Is that of Mgr. Gouthe-Soulard, who
wrete o letter condemning the ac~
tion of the Government regarding
certain rcliglous orders. A Paris
correspondent thus cleverly explains
the case. He says i — . o

f'Article ‘204 of the Penal Code,

which dates from the first Napoleon,
provides for the exile of any Bishop
or person in ecelesiastical authority
eriticising or bloming in . pastoral
letter any act of the Covernnent or
of the public authoritics. ‘This did
not meet the case of Mgr., Goutlie-
Soulard, whose criticising were not
incorporated e a pastoral letter, but
were made in a letter addressed to
the ptess. 1t was felt also that the
pennlty of exile was excessive, and
would not be enforced in our days.
So the Government immediately in-
troduced a Bill intended to mive thein
un arm against the Hishop  which
they could easily use, It lakes the
form of an amendment of Article 204
of the Penal Code, and provides that
Bishops or persons in  ecclesiastical
authority who shall criticise or con-
sure in a pastoral letter any act of
the public attthorities shall be liable
to hmprisonment for a period of not
less thon three months or more than
two years; and that the satne per-
sons criticising or censuring the ncts
of publi¢ authorities in any other
way than by a pastoral letter shall
be liable to imprisonment for a pe-
riod of not less than filteen days.
and not more than six months, This
Bill is an outrageous attemptagainst
the liberty of the clergy, and would
hardly be likely to meet with ap-
proval in any country hul I'rance.
or perhaps Italv, but there ean be
ne doubt that it ~will pass  the
French Tarliament with a tremend-
ous majority, and that public opin-
icn approves of it. So another turn
of the screw is given to the already
so much restricted liberty of the
French clergy. And now when questions
of vital importance to the Church of
I'rance are at issue, the Bishops will
find themselves placed hetween the
alternatives of refraining from cri-
ticism or of going to jail.’”

——

In our humble estimation this is
one of the most tyrannical attempts
Yet made in France to crush the
clergy and the clerical element, Will
it suceeed? We don’t know. But we.
do know that it is a severe and ter-’
rible reflection upon the vaunted
“Liberty’’ of the French Repullic.

r——

Not educntion, but -character, . is
moan’s greatest need and man's great--
est safeguard. . .
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