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" #than resigp the priceless Treasure given to hu-
* .. maniby upon Calvary, and carried from Rome
" Ilito.them by the blessed Patrick, After the
" -murder of Charles . by the canting Cromwell,
" g torrent of suffering was poured upon Ireland.
" All thut man could do, aided Dby the powers of
.~ darkness, was done to " extirpate Catholicity in
Treland, by the sweeping proeess of extirpating
the people; and it has been said that, after the
raids of the Roundheads, only 500,000 persons
dwelt in the land. In September 1658, the
-« protector” dicd, and with his death, the ill-
constructed and blood-cemented reyolutionary
edifice of the Puritans was shattercd, and the
restoration of Charles II. gave it the coup de
race. The Catholics of Ireland had been
" faithfal to the murdered King; they had been
true to theexiled prince, and their hopes were
high when the Stuart ascended the throne.—
Never .were a people doomed to greater disap-
pointment, By ‘the infamous Act of Settle-
ment, Charles confirmed his father's mur-
.derers in the estates they had robbed from his
faitbful Irish subjects. By this aet the ancient
nobility, with few exceptions, were reduced to
utter serfdom; some, it is true, cmblazoned
their names in the Continental wars, but the
despoilers yemained masters of the situation,
and troopers and camp-followers became the
pseudo-10rds of Treland. In 1685, Charles the
Second, closed a worthless life; but when
-about to appear before the Almighty Searcher
of hearts, he confessed the Faith, and, as Ca-
tholics, let us pray that having obtained mercy,
he was «confessed by Christ before His Fa-
ther,” Upon James, Duke of York, the bro-
ther of the deccased monarch, devolved the
triple crown of England, Ircland and Sootland.
-James was an open, sincere Catholic. He was
married to Mary of Modena — an ardent Ca-
‘tholie—he had endured trouble and persecu-
tion for his profession of the Faith, and his
steadfastness had alarmed the ultra-Protestants,
who viewed with deepest chagrin, his accession
‘to the throne. We have been so accustomed
tto hear bad things of Jumes that our judgments
have been partially affected unfavorably in his
regard. That his public acts must undergo
the process of public criticism, we admit, but
it.is not in keeping with the plainest dictates
of common sense, that Trish and Catholic writers
should follow in the wake of their most bitter
eoemics and nid them in painting the Stuart
in colors dark and repulsive.  'We have heard
«of his cowardice, and yet not braver sword than
that of the Duke of York was wiclded for ling-
land, and if his action iv Treland was unworthy
of his former sclf, it must have been eaused by
-other feeling than cowardice. Indeed the ex-
pression commonly attributed te him, “Oh,
spare my English subjeets,” tells the story of
one who, although brave when contending for
Eangland against foreign foes, sorrowed, sickened
and failed before the horrid realities of civil
war. Again we hear of his tyranny. The
truth really is that le only disregarded the
dictates of prudence, and used the royal prero-
gative to an almost illegal degree, in order to
.defeat the scetarics and give to his people re-
ligious equality. His purpose was laudable,
but there were too many odds against him, and
he had scarcely attzined the throne when he
came into collision with the parliament, the
bishops, and judges. There were too many in-
terests at stake for the Protestant party to al-
Jow a Catholic King to grant religious liberty
in his dominions, = Accordingly his English
subjeets discarded him, and he had to turn to
Ireland to reecive that support so neccssary to
bim. In Ireland his action received the heart-
iest weleome from the plundered inhabitants.—
His name was blessed by the sensitive people,
a8 from out their hiding-places came the minis-
ters of God. For years they had worshipped
“Ged in danger, offering the Tremendous Saeri-
fice on some tuoss clad  stone in the silent glen,
or on a rocky ledge by the mountain side over-
looking the surrounding country. They had
lost their ancicnt liberties; by nature warlike,
sthey had bern deprived of the use of arms; !
they were, in fact, a people thoroughly emascu-
lated. Every virtue they hud possessed was
rendered 2 crime.  Every viee they had ae-
(puired had been given them by their oppressors.
Their olden memorics reproached them with
having lost their olden greatness, and their
future was shadowed by clouds of decpest and
darkest despair. Onc thing alone was theirs,
They had the Faith, and now upon the triune
‘throne was a Xing of the ancient religion, de-
termined to emuncipate its retainers, and so
although beginning to assume the cowering
look and slouching gait of the slave, although
unacquainted for ycars with the use of arms
.and totally deprived of their possession, the
-people seized pike and seythe and hook, and
forgetting ull in the enthusiasm of the moment,
they shouted, ¢ God bless the Stnart, James,
our legitimate King,” At the invitation of
the Protestant rebels, Willlam of Orange
landed at Torbay on the 5th of November,
1688. He brought with him Dutch, French
-Calvinist, Swodes, Danes, adventurers from all
nations. Finding himself surrounded by trea- | |
son in Bngland, James fled to France, but at
the urgent request of his Lieutenant in Ire-
land, Tirconnell, he returned to Ireland with
an armament fitted out for him by Louis of
Fronce, The lunding at Kinsale was the sig-
nal for the greatestenthusiasm. From Kinsale
to Cork 2nd from thence to Dublin, James ve-
-ceived the wild with-joy and undivided homage
of the people. His entry into Dublin wasa
gorgeous pageant, ¢ Tapestry and cloth of
Arag” hung from the windows. Arches of
evergreens spanned the streets. No longer in
“ secret crypt and by-way,” but in the light of
noon, the priests marched before their earthly
King, caurrying the emblem of” their Heavenly
One. Ireland was fairly and fully committed
to the strife, when, amid cheers from .the man-
hood of the nation, while tears of joy coursed
down many a-farrowed cheek, while forty
_young meidens dressed in white,scattered flowers

as they danced the ancient Rinke, the King

C
C

c

i1

]
c
8

I

o
4«

brickland.
veterans wore his colors, while a force of about
twenty-three thousand badly” armed recruits
alone stood by the King.
present the details of the battle of the Boyue.
It was fought and lost for Ireland and the
King,
senger of the news of his own defeat.
Irish Army, on reaching Dublin, found itself
without King or captain-gencral.

the

ing  with
ond  ammunition. - ?
man De Boisselean remained true to his colors.
He was appointed governor and Sarsficld com-
mander of the horse,
demand of surrender was refused. The bom-
bardment then begun, and from the few picces

We think we sce ib, ~ Gook now . as thie King

enters the gates.. ‘See, it floats over Birming-.

ham Tower; the breeze carries out its magnifi-
cent folds. . Oh, it is the standard of Ireland ;
the flag of Green, and upon it is inseribed,
« Now or ncver—now aud forever.”

Sarsficld returned with the King from
France. ‘In the interval he had been appoint-
ed Colonel of Cavalry and Commander of the
forces to protect Connaught from the Northern
rebels. Before him the cnemies of his King
quailed, until the severe disaster at Newtown-
butler,where Lord Mounteashel suffered defeat,
thereby forcing Sursfield to retire from Sligo
and fall back on Athlone, In the ensuing
Fall, however, he retook Slige.  On the 14th
June, 1690, William landed at Carrickfergus,
which place had been captured for him by the
valiant Schomberg, notwithstanding its brave
defense by the veteran MacCarthy More. On
the 22nd, William reviewed his army at Lough-
Forty-five thousand well-trained

Puass we over at

James fled to France: the first mes-
The

James had
wdvised the propriety of making terms with

the conqueror, but having committed themn-
selves to the strugele, they resclved not to
abandon it, so long as there was sword to wield
or hand to wield it.
plan of campaign was now proved to have been
the only tenable cne from the beginning,
defend the line of the Shannon was now the
general idea.
general ery; upon Limerick the attention of
the country and combatants was centered. On
the 7th August, William reached Cuherconlish
about seven miles south-east of the city, with a
force of about twenty-cight thousand men,-—
On the Sth, he was joined by Douglas with his
ninc thousund runaways from Athlone, whose
exploits we clronicled in a former sketeh.
Limeriek there were but ten thousand in-
fantry; about four thousand cavalry being en-

The wisdom of Sarsficld’s
To

«“To Limerick” becume the

In

amped on the Clare side. Lauzun and Tir-
onnell scouted the idea of defending the city

with such o force aguinst such overwhelming
odds, and although all the Irish royalists de-

lared that they would not subumit, still with
Trench and Swiss allies, Lauzun
nd Tirconneli departed for Galway tak-
them all they could of arns
eallant  Frenchman

A
On the 10th, William’s

f artillery mounted on the walls, William re-
cived such aunoyance as compelled him to
hift his quarters, However he took matters

casily, for a magnificent battering train with
pontoons of tin or sheet copper were coming
to him from Waterford. On Sunday the 10th
the convoy had reached Cashel, and on Mondzy
they were within ten miles of William’s cawp.
Then it was that Sarsficld planned a deed the
very eonception of which entitles him to a fore-
most plage amongst the brave,
of Sunduy, Sarsfield at the head of five hun-
dred men left his camp on the Clare side and
rode to Killaloe,
cuarded by the enemy; but tavored by the
darkness he proeceded to Ballyvally, where he
crossed the river and passed into gallant Tip-
perary. The country all round was in the
cnemy’s hands, but this fact aided his eater-
prise by luilling themm into a false scomity.
¢« Galloping O'Hogan” was with Sarsfield as

On the night

Here he found the bridge

iis guide. By passes known only to the rap-

parce ehicf they turned into the gorges of the
Silver Mincs, and on Monday they bivouacked
in a ravine of the Keeper Mountains,

When
ight fell the trusty band led by (’Hogan

turned southward. About three o’clock in the
morning Sarsficld met n peasant who told him
that the prize was near,
fuct of romantic interest, namely that the pass-
word of the Williumites was
Riding quietly to Ballyncety, the spot indi-
¢
some few but trusty scouts.
they returned with the welcome intelligence
that, with the exception of a few guards drows-
ing by the watch-fires, all the rest of the con-
voy were soundly slecping.
were then given by Sarsficld—Silence or death,
till the men were well in upon the sentries;
then forward and death before defeat.
sentry imagined that he heard the beat
of approaching horschoofs, but he never
dreamt of foes, Through the shadows of
night he suw the outline of one who scemed
to be an officer.
is the word and Sursficld is the man’ was the

He also leurned a
¢« Sarsfield.”

ated by the peasant, he halted and sent out
After examining,

The final orders

One

He challenged. < Sursfield

mswer as drawing his sword the leader of the

Jacobites dashed on, followed by his brave five

ndred. In a fow minutes the work was fin-

ished and the splendid sicge train which was to
have battered the walls of Limerick was in the
hands of Savsfield, the prince of chivalry. Yet
all was not accomplished, One Manus Q' Brien,
a loathsome informer, had made his way to
William's camp and there told of Sarsfield hav-
ing left in the divection of Killaloe.
could tell the intention of the Irish Officer, but
William to make assurance doubly sure, des-
patched Sir John Lanier with five hundred
horse to meet the convoy. The few also who
escaped would be in William's camp in n short
time, so that Sarsfield knew he had but little
chance of earrying off the munitions of war.
Accordingly he filled the guns with powder and
buried the muzzles in the carth; upon them
Le then placed the pontoons and all the vast
quantity of stores. After laying a tram of
powder he wemoved the wounded enemy to

place of safety and fired the train,
Lanier leisurely advancing felt the earth shake

None

Sir John

saluted the flag waving over the Castle, “What | and saw the heavens bright as day. The men

was it that had created theheaving enthusiasm ?

: féht'thé.-%ery firmament ;- they khew ‘that they
.were saved. William heard it; and he knew

were destroyed. It rolled like thunder away
-over the hills of historie Clare, and gladdened
the heart of many a bold rapparee.
heard away for miles and as it died in the dis-
tance every one felt that but one alone could
have created it, and that, that one was Patrick
Sarsfield. William sent -for more guns to

thirty-six guns and four mortars pouring red-hot
shot into the city. Suvsticld then ordered the
women of Limerick to be removed to the Clare
suburbs along with the children, With unex-
ampled heroism the gallant women refused,
preferring to aid their protcctors as they could,
sooncr than that the foe should enter unless
over the dead bodies of husband, wife, brother
and sister. On the 26th the trenches of the
besiegers were within a few feet of the pali-
sades, and a breach had been made in St. John's
Gate.  William mined but Sarsfield counter-
mined, while the women worked in the trenches
and counterscarps, though thick as hail the
grenades and balls fell round them. On Wed-

nesday, the 27th, William ordered a final as-
sault. Ten thousand men were advanced to
support the stormers, At half-past three in

the afternoon, five hundred Grenadiers leaped
the trenches and mounted the breach. Thanks
to Sarsfield and the gallant governor Boisseleau

the Irish were not unprepared. Behiud the

breach unknown to the Williamites an intrench-
ment had been made, and as the Guenadiers

advanced they were decimated by a eross fire.

Tor o moment they stood still but recovering

from their surprise they boldly rushed on. A

hand to hand struggle ensued.  On they pressed

and at length they burst through the defenders

and poured through the town. Their bravery

caused their very destruction. Through the

streets and lanes, men, women and even chil-

dren rushed, striking back the Williamites.

For three hours the fisht, the bloody fight was

continued and before the aroused populace the

assailants retired. During the contest the Brun-

denburghers’ sceured one of the prineipal bat-

terics. Success they imagined was theirs, when

with a sullen roar the suned earth opened be-

necath them and the brave regiment amidss de-

spuiring death-shricks went upward, a mangled

mass in the air.  This ended the first effort to

capturc Limerick, Sarvsfield wus hailed as its

saviour, and Willian finding that his men would

not renew the assault, sailed in disgust from

Waterford, for England, leaving his army in

the hands of Ginkle. The Williumites under

this encrgetic commander were kept busy., In

a future sketeh we shall deseribe the most im-

portant cvents that occurred in the interval be-

tween the first failure of the attack on Limerick,

and the beginning of the cffort which ended in

the capitulation of theecity. Onthe 27th Aug.,

reinforced by all the men he conld gather,

Ginkle invested Limerick. TFrom William he

reccived powers to grant almost any terms thae

would he likely to end the war, In pursuance

of this objeet he issued & proclamation offering

pardon of all ¢ treasons” (meaning thereby, us

Mr. Sullivan says, loyalty to the lesitimate

King and resistance to the forcign emissaries).

Despite the efforts of & ¢ peace purty,” Savs-

ficld’s honorable advice prevailed, and « firm

refusal was sent to Ginkle. Sixty guns then

apened on the devoted city. A Williamite
fleet ascended the river, pouring its messages
of firc upon the brave defenders. Undismayed
Sarsfield still Lield on, until by the treason of
one Luttrell, the pass over the river above the
city, was betrayed and the Jucobites to their
consternation, onc morning beheld the cnemy
on the Clare Side. Ginkle again sunt offers

upon any-terms if the Irish would but capitu-
late and after a bleody strife from emly dawn
the Irish held up the flag of parley on the 23rd
September. The Irish troops wept when the
news spread abroad that the strugsle was
over, “Ireland is no more,” was their cry.—
Determined to leave no pretext for an after vio-
lation of the terms offered by Ginkle, Sarsfield
demanded that the Lords Justices should come
from Dublin, to ratity them. Accordingly, on
the 3rd Qctober 1691, the contracting parties
met at 2 spot on the Clare side of the Shannon to
cxchange and sign the treaty. To this day
that spot is remembered in Limerick. To the
people of the historie city it is a monument of
their Sarsficld’s unsullicd honor and of the fell
triumph of that party which—

“ Ere the ink wherewith “twas writ could
dry” broke the most solemn provisions of the
treaty, and by the infliction of a code of laws,
worse than Braconiun, proved themselves to be
all that O’Connell styled them, «The base,
brutal, und bloody Whigs.” A few days af-
terwards a I'rcuch floct sailed up the Shannon,
bringing men, moncy and stores, The aft
frighted Williamite general thought that the
Irish would then disclaim the treaty., But no.
It was not the valiant troops of James that
were to keep bad faith. ¢ Too lute,” suid
Sarsficld, # Owr houar is pledged—Trus, HONOR
OF IRELAND; AND THOUGH A HUNDRED THOU-
SAND FRENCIIMEN OFFERED TO AID US NOV,
WE MUST KEEP OUR PLIGHTED TRorH.” On
the 5th Qctober the scene on the Shannon was
withoust a parallel in history. The Irish regi-
ments on thut day were to chose cxile for life
or service with Willism. On one side waved
the Fleur de lys of Louis; on the other was
planted the banner of William. At the head
of the Trish, marching out of Limerick with
all the honors of war, strode the finest regi-
ment in the service—the foot-guards. All
eyes were turned upon this splendid body of
fourteen hundred men, They came to the
turning point; they looked upon the flag of
France, and all but seven defiled beneath the
cmblem of St. Louis, the ensign of lu grande
nation. Of all the army, fourteen thousand
men, only one thousand and forty-six chose to
remgin in William's service. The ships which

had been intended by Louis to relieve Limerick
transported its defenders to Ia belle France and
along with Sarsfield, nearly five thousand

of Limerick heard the tremendous peal as it

.

nobles, geniry and clergy, left for ever the land

that his hopes of speedily capturing Limerick

"Twas.

Waterford, and on the 17th August, he had]

of their love,™ Hard, very hard was the part-
ing ; but honor was at stake; and as they
siiled away, their hearts filled with that spirit
which asserted itself at Namur, Steinkirk, and
Landen, and which raised triumphant over -all
assailants the lilies of France, on the famed
field of Fontenoy. 1692 witnessed the trailing
of the Williamite flag before the walls of
Namur. Ino July of the saume year, Sarsfield
again lowered it at Steinkirk recciving public
thanks for his gallantry, and in March, 1693,
he was made a %[arcchal de Cump. On the
19th of July in this ever memorable year of
1693, Luxemburgh and Willinm met again on
the banks of the river Landen. After some
heavy artillery firing, the Irench made a des-
perate attack on the village of Neerwinden.—
The gallant Berwick led the Irish troops.—
The slanghter in the village was tremendous,
and Berwick was taken prisoner. As fiercely
as they were repulsed, just as fiercely the
French and Irish under the Duke de Bourbon,
reacwed the onset.  Luxemburgh resolved to
hold the ground mncar Neerwinden and the
world-famous household troops of King Louis
were launcheqd against the village. Amongst
the officers, leading on the Irish Brigade was
Patrick Sarsfield. -Willam fought with des-
peration, but “Remember Limerick” rang
wildly across the ficld of carnage as with in-

domitable valor the exiles carried the Flewr de
lys away and beyond the line, At the head of
his men fell Sarsfield. He died in the moment

of victory. Around him were the good and

truec who had withstood the foe beside the

Shannon and who now witnessed the flag of
William trailing in the waters of the Gette.

The ball entered ncar his heart, and as he lay

unhelmed and gasping, he put his hand as if in

pain on his breast. When he removed i, it

was full of his noble blood. Looking at it

sadly, yet proudly, as his dying guze wandered

over the field until it rested upon the Green

banner of the Brigade; listening to the cheers

of the victors he held his blood towards heaven

and as he fell back he pronounced the memora-

ble words—¢ Oh, that this were for Ireland.”

Thus perished Sarsficld. Truly his blood was

shed for Trcland. It imbued the noble French

with an inereased love for the gallant Irish.—

It preserved the patriotic spirit of his country-

men, until in after yearsa mighty man sathered

the drops and enclosed them in the urn of his

heart.  The violated treaty of the Sharnon was

redecmed on the banks of the Thames and the

Act of 1829 more than fulfilled all that was

asked in 1691, Thus in the order of Providence

the Irish Catholies were rewarded for their

fidelity and while the name of the great pacifi-

cator, ('Connel], is fondly remembered, that

of the warrior of Limerick is loved. Sarsficld

was all that is admired in a man. A gentle-

man by birth and education; he was a gentle-

man in his dealings. A soldier by profession ;

ke gave his abilities to the best of causes, and

wrote with indelible characters his name upon

the heart of his country, TFuets and figures,

dates and oceurrcnces are forgotten, but the

name of Sarsfield is still synonimous in the

people’s mind with all that is truthful, honour-

able, chivalric and patriotic. As the eycles of

time have moved aleng their allotted path,

strange scencs have been epacted in Treland

persceuted as she was, still the Church emerzed

fron the darkness of oppression, and the people

of Ireland to-day scem to be approaching the

legitimate end of Ircland's best and trucst

children, ¢ Deuth before dishonor” was Surs-

field’s principle: defeated but not disgraced,

he left behind him a memory, that rebukes

those who advise the Irish people to ufe un-

scrupulous means to attain desired ends, while

his patriotism is a noble incentive to honorable

deeds.  TFar away from the Shannon, his dust
commingles with mether carth. No lordly

mausoleum covers his remains; hut in the

hearts of a grateful people, more enduring than

bronze or stone or marble, is entombed the

remembrance of Ireland’s Norman chieftain—
Patrick Sarsficld, Earl of Luean,

THE HOME GOVERNMENT MOVEMENT—DE-
PUTATION TO THE CORPORATION.

On Tuesday, 18th ult., a special meeting of
the Municipal Council of the City of Dublin
was held in the City Hall for the purpose of
recciving a deputation from the Home Rule
Association, and cousidering their views on the
guestion of Home Rule. Representatives from
several provineial corporations and delegates
from the Trades’ socictics were present.

The minutes of the previous meeting having
been read and confirmed, '

The City Marshal (Mr. Michael Angelo
Hayes) addressing the Lord Mayor said :—My
Lord—I have to inform you that a deputation
from the Irish lome Government Associution,
consisting of Mr. (F’Neil Daunt, Mr. John
Martin, M.P., and the Rev. Mr. Galbraith, is
in attendanee to submit to your Lordship and
the Council their views on the subject of Home
Rule.

The Lord Mayor inquired if it was the
pleasure of the Council that the deputation
should be reccived.

The assent of the Council having heen sig-
nified,

The City Marshal then introduced the mem-
bers of the deputation.

Mr. W. O’Neill Daunt, on rising to address
the house, was reccived with great cheering,
the members of the Corporation standing.
‘When silence was observed,

Mr, Daunt suid :—My Lord Mayor and
Gentlemen of the Corporation—I feel very
deeply the distinguished honour the Home
Government Association has conferred upon
me in requesting me to co-operate with my
valued friends, the Rev. Mr. Galbraith and
the member for Meath, in placing before you
the claims of our country to a domestic inde-
pendent legislature. T must, nt the outset, en-
treat your kind indulgence for my short-
comings. Years, which have made my head
gray, have brought with them physical feeble-
ness. But I could not refuse the invitation to
come here, altliough at the. expense of much

oF

fatigue; in ordér to prochim at m

‘ Gcr 1o, ady.
age-the doctrine I-have’ preached inymy ! a:,] c:
—that the Irish people are as well entitledu‘
govern Ireland as the English to govern By
land ; that the Irish are as well entitleq to g
Irish legislature as the people of Englang 4 a
English legislature. (cheers) The §ovem,’ oo
England’s Trish subjects posscssed a resident %n .
lature in this Island for more than gix hun.3 "
years ; so that in sceliing a demestic narh'amcntdmd
seck nothing mew. We seck to rccover fop oo
country o privilege which onr predecessors had (;_ur
over six centuries. The existence of an Irish p, or
liament is coeval with the connection of Trel nd
and England. The objection is somctimeg “nf!
pressed by saying that the Irish Parliament o
Henry VIL was only the Parliament of such of tIOf
I}‘.lsh beople as then acknowledged allegiance to t}ie
King of England. Well, then, T reply that as "
inherit their allegiance to the Sovereign of lb ‘;ﬁ
cowrtries, 50 We inherit along with it theiy mr;o-'
mentary rights (hear, and cheers). My, 13 -
went on to speak of the actions of the Trish t}:mt
fament in former times, and its legislative ingr.
pendence, and continued :—On the 22d of Felyy -
1782, Henry Grattan moved and earried jn
Housc of Commons an’ address to the Kin
taining the words :—

(=1

in oyr
£, con-

“To assure his Majesty that, by our fundaye
Iaws and franchises (laws and’frz)mc]lises ::]]r::lclﬁnm
on the part of the nation do claim as her hirthrinl;zh
the subjects of this kingdom cannot e bound. %’
fected, or obliged by any legislature, save ony %:
the King. Lords, and Commons of this his Ma'g’st 7}
realnm of Ireland ; nor is there any other hnj([ »}?
men who have power 6r autherity to make 1;1\\-§ fg
the same.  To assure his Majesty that hig Majest, -’:
subjects of Treland conceive that in this privilene)i,;
contained the very essence of the liberty, and aunt
they treaswie it as they do their lives, a,nd accor;I-
ingly have with one voice deelred and protested
against the interposition of any other I’.-u'linmcn't in
the legislation of this country.

Well, (continued Mr. Daunt) the right of Ireland,
thus strongly enforced, was unaniuously afirmed
by the British. You will observe that tiye legisla-
tive iqdcpcndence of Ircland is here claimed ag our
birthright (hear, hear), and that its Possession is
stated to constitute the very essence of our libert"
Are these words true?  (Cries of Yes,” and loud
cheers.) Well, then, let me splemnly ask you
whether Iegislative independened is not still our
birthright?  Whether it is less our birthrizht in
1871 than it was in 178227 Whether we have- for
feited that Lirthright, in which consists the very
essence of our liberty, by any subsequent {ransnce
tions ?_ Has that monstrous crime, the destruction
of the Irish Parliament, forced by the most excerable
means upon Ireland against the nearly universal
will of the nation—has it amihilated the cquitablé
title of this ancient nation to muke her own laws
and to govern herself?  (Loud cheering.) Tt hag
1o be suve, suspended our power, but our rieht it;
fdestructible.  (Renewed cheering)  Some T)f the
newspepers that now in England oppose eur clajms
have the hardilood to assert that the Trish Constj.
tution of 1782 was o total failure. , On the direst
contrary, it was productive of extinordinary pros-
perity wherever it was allowed to work, and wher.
ever its naturally beneficial results were not coun-
teracted by our powerful and malignant focs acrosg
the water. It s true that our Pucliament had two
great defects which I am not at all anxious to con.
cenl, Tt was to & great extent a parliament of no.
mination boroughs, and many of its members were
afilicted with the disease of religious intolerance,
Yet, despite these drawbacks, its presence produced
an amount of national prosperity which is estal-
lished beyond question by witnesses of the highest
authority (hear, hear) And it is the constitution
under which the astonishing pregress of Trish pros-
perity was universally admitted—it is this consti-
tution which the Tmes, and other modern Unionists,
pronuimee to have utterly fuiled, No wonder t]mt’
Charles 1 ndal Bushe deelaved that the Union wag
a denial of the rights of nature to the Irish nation
and that 1l motive by which its aulliors were in:
stigated was an intolerance of Irish prosperity,
They overthrew a constitution which they had
solemnly pledged their faith to uphold for all iime
and which, by the common testimony of fl'icnd::
and cnemies, had showeved blessings ever the king-
dom. It was 1o easy task that Pitt undertook when
he resolved Lo overthrow the Inish I'urlinment and
to subjugate Ireland by the Union ; and the means
he adopted to cfiect that wicked end were every way
worthy of the hateful purpose they were intended to
accomplish. Mr. Goldwin Smith, in his volume
entitled “The Empire,” says that Pitt sank kace-
deep in polintion toeffeet the Union.  In the Castle-
reagh  Cuorrespondence, edited by Castlercagh's
brother, the late Lord Londonderry, there is a Ietter
from Lord Custlercagh to Mr. Sceretary Cooke
dated June 21st, 1800, in which his Jordship urgcs:
that a promise of bribery to o certain applicant
should be kept ; and in the free and ecasy candour
of private comumunicatien with his contidential ally,
he plainly talks of the profligacy of the means by
which the Union was carried. Profligacy is lis
lordship's word ; pollution is Mr. Goldwin Smith's.
But those words«are totally inndequate to designate
the enormous and compliented guilt of Pitt and his
janissaries in  their machinations against Irish
prosperity and liberty (hear, hear). I shall go into
but few details upon this black chapter of our -
history. 'The Catholics and the Protestants were
1o beset flying ut each other's throats ; a rebellion
was to be fomented, and when the' country was
convulsed by civil war, the Union was to be foreed
by the joint operntion of terror and corruption on o
people lald prostiate by division. The Ministerial
scheme was this—the Catholics were first to De
flaitered by strong hopes of immediate emancipa-
tion, hopes which Pitt had encouraged Gratian to
consider certaintics, in & personal interview le-
tween them in October, 1794, In the beginning of
1795, Earl Fitzwilliam, & well-known emancipator,
was sentover here as Lord Licutcnant, with full
authority to support emancipation. or, to use his
own words, in Dis letter to Lord Curlisle, “to give
it a handsome support on the part of the Govern-
ment” Grottan was taken into the Trish Drivy
Council, and to all outward appearance, emanci-
pation was on the eve of being enacted.  Iut before
Lord Fitzwillinm had been three months here he
was reenlled, and o system not only of discourage-
nient, but of downright persccution, was substituted
for the sunshiny promises with which the Catholics
had been ammsed.  Trnly, when Mr, Goldwin Smith
seid that Pitt had sunk linec-deep in pollution, -
in order to carry the Union, he bestowed
o very mild censure on thatstatesman, 1t is scarce-
Iy possible to conceive anything more utterly din-
bolical than the cold, cnlculating policy with which
the Catholics were first encouraged and then cxas-
perated by the deception prectiscd on them, and the
words of treacherous promise followed by the fiend-
ish persccution which at last stung the maddened,
tortured people to rebel (loud cheers).  Lhe popular
strength was paralysed ; and at this moment so
carcfully prepared by the policy of Pitt and his
Irish ngent, Costlorengh, when the country under
martial law, and occupied by an army 13%,000
strong—at this moment the time was deemed ripe -
for the introduction of the Union into the Irish
Housc of Commons.  Bribes were as plenty as Dlack-
berries. - There were high prices offered for votes,
cash down, promotions in the army, the law, the
navy, the Church. Castlereagh was the high priest
of corruption, and admirably qualified for that office;
yet, nohvithstanding the gigantic dxertions of the.
government, the measure was dofenfed in-1799 by a

small majority, In. the following year. it was re



