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SCARED 0F THE DOGI
C RN"Doni't be afraid gentlemen, I've aot hin sale ciiou<h for the presenit."

["Sir Adolphe C-iron ilov'cd the ldjouIrnInlent of th<. debate on '.\Ir. Flint's niotion in f-avor of ài Prohibition liavwidi, ihce obIviolis p1urposeu of
IirecIIting 1'. frui couiiiiig up ag.tin this scsýàon."-llffibal Iîu&.

OR, THE HUMAN ELEMENT IN MATHEýMAT]cS.T1-lt student of Arithmetîc who bas inastered the first
four rules of bis art, and successfülly striven with
nioney-sums and fractions, finids himself coiifron.-ted

b>' anl unbroken expanse of questions knlown as problemrs.
'rhese are short stories of adventure and industry with the
end omitted, and though betraying a strong farniily resemi-
blance, are not without a certain ülemienti of romiance.

mie characters in the plot of a problemn are three people
called A, B and C. The formi of the question is geinerally
somevhat of this sort:

"IA, B and C do a certain piece ot work. A can do
as inuch work, in one hour as B in tvo, or C ini four. Find
hou' long they wvork at it."

Or thus:
"lA, B and C are emnployed to dig a ditch. A can dîg

as mucb ini one hour as B3 can dig ini two and B can dig
twice as fast as C. Find hou' long, etc., etc."

Or acter th:ýs irise: -
IA lays a wager that lie can walk faster than B3 or C.

A caio îalk haif as fast again as 13, anid C is only an indif-
ferenît walker. Lind hiow far, anîd so forth."

'l'lie occupations of A, 111 and C are nîany anîd varied.
In the older arithmetics thcy contented theuiselves %vitlî
doinig "la certaini Iicce of %work,." 'This statcnment of the
case, however, wvas (oui-d too sly and niysterious, or possihly
lacking in ronmantic charnii. It became the fashion to
define the job more clearly and set them at walking matches,
ditch digging, regattas, and piling cord wood. At times
they beconie commercial and enter into partnerslîip,hai,
with their old mystery, a "certain " capital. Above aIl1
they revel inin otion. W7hcn thcy tire of walking matches,
A rides oni horseback or borrows a bicycle and com)petes
Nvith bis weaker-minded associates on foot . Now they race
on locomotives ;now they row ;anon the), hecomne histor-
ical and engage stage coaches or peradventure they are
aquatic a d swim. If their occupation is actual work thcy
prefer to pumip water into ci.3terns, two of whîch leak,
througlî holes ini the bottoin and onîe of whicli is water-
tight. A, of course, lias the good one ; lie also talzes the
bicycle, and the best locomotive, and the right of swvimingiii
with the current. Whatever they do, the), put mione% on 01t,
being ail Élhree dead-ganie sports. A always wins.

Iii the carly chapters of the arithmietic, their identity is
concealed under the names John, William and Henry, and
they wrangle over the division ofrnarbles. IniAlgebra they
are often called X, Y and Z. But these are ônly their
christian naines and thev are really the sanie people.

Now to one who bas followed the history of these men
thirtugh cointless pages of problenms, watched theni in their
leisure hours dallying with cordvood,.-and seen their panting
sides hcave in the full frenzy of filllng a cîsterii with, a leak
in it, they hecoine sonmethitig more than miere symbols.
1'hey appcar as creatures of tleshi and b>100(, living men


