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£ or misled, unless indeed it be by my own judgment, | considered as superior to a presbyter; and then in- | or other interference of the people, for it is used to ( From Parochial Sermons by the Rev. C. Girdlestone.) | the Church the voice of time is heard to sound, let it This is, so far T have said, to show you that ¥ sing
and that has been accompanied with prayer and study. | quire, whether the Apostles appointed any such officer | express the choice ‘of God, himself, - “God, shawed “ Fr R put you anew upon your guard.  Consider it to be | an innoce.nt_mall- Now for to show you that T am a
A I have studied the matter both with regard to Scri{). in the Church. him openly; not to all the people, but unto witnesses | One very important rule towards redeeming the | uttering to yourselves'this solemn warning, your hours | good Christian. I ho.pe there is a good man (pointing
N ture and Antiquity, and am convinced that the Church, The peculiar office of a bishop consists in these | chosen before of God.™  (Actsx.41.) St. Paul does ' time ig this, that you avoid all waste of it,and so make | are few and evil; your days are nambered; wateh, | to Dr. Juxon) that will bear me witness. that l‘ have
w i as di’Vinely instituted, was Episcopal, four particulars :—1. In ordaining presbyters and | not use this Greek word when he commands Titus to 6 the most of what time you have. Some people in one therefore, and be ye ready. That voice will speak, forgiven ail the world., and even those in particular
When our blessed Redeemer tovk leave of the | deacons. 2. In superintending the doctrine of these | ordain presbyters (chap. i. 5), but another word, which | year do twice as much, that is, live twice as long, nay those hands will point, if so it seem good to'God, long that have beeu the chief causes of my death. Who
yust eleven disciples, he commanded them to teach all| wministers. 3.1In superintending their conduct. 4. In [has no relation to the suffrage or other interference of | ten times as long, as others. And this I mean of what | after the ears which now hear shall be deaf, and the | they are God. knows: I do not d-eslre to know. I
:‘: Dations, and promised to be with them always, even | regulating those matters in the Church which are not | the people; and which is properly translated ordain, | they do, independent of any difference in natural abi- | eyes which now see, dark in the grave. - And greatly | pray God forgive them. Bl..ll this is not all: my cha-
UAto the end of the world.”' —(St. Matthew, xviii. 20); | settled by divine authority. (i. e. constitute or appoint) presbyters. | lity, merely by better husbanding of their time, by will you then rejoice, if meanwhile you have learnt to rity ».must go f“"he'- I '"ﬂ.h that they may repent »
are Ut he gave no instructions respecting the different Now these duties of a superintendent or bishop, There is abundant proof, that the election of the | rising eatly to their work; by punctuality and order in let its note remind you of Him from whose house it { for _mdeed they have comn.ntted a great sin’ in that
2 orders of ministers in his Church, nor the manner of | were committed by the apostle Paul to Timothy and | presbyters and deacons was to be made by the super~ 1 what they do, and by being always employed in doing sounds; and of your bounden duty to redeem, in his par.ticular- 1 Py God, with 8t, Stephen, that this
their appointment. This promise, however, implied | Titus :— intendents who were appointed to ordain them. For ! something. Let no one then think these things trifles. service, the tinie which it serves to mark. Redeem | be not laid to their f:harge; nay, not only so, but that.
that there should be a succession of ministers in the 1. They were appointed to ordaiu ministers, as the | what end does the apostle Paul give Timothy and Ti- | God made us, and placed us here, for wise, and good, | it, therefore, by saving it from being used in sin.— they may take lhe' right way to the peace of the king-
old ristian Church to the end of the world: ~And as | apostles had done before them. ‘“For this cause,” | tus such minute directions respecting the eharacter of | and great purposes. And which of these can we pos- Redeem it, by being frugal of it, watchful of it, thank- dom; for my charity commands me not only to forgive
our Saviour also promised to instruct his Apostles by | says the apostle to Titus, left 1 thee in Crete, that | persons to be ordained by them, if’ these directions | sibly promote, by wasting in sloth and idleness, or in | ful for it. * Redeem it, Lecause the days are evil; particular men, but my charity commands me to en-
ke is Holy Spirit, and to guide them iuto all truth, we | thou shouldest ordain presbyters in every city, as I| were not to guide their choice ? After all these .di- | hurry and confusion, the moments He successively | because this world is vanity and vexation of spirit; deavour, t0 the' last gasp, the peace of the kingdom.
65 must look into the Acts of the Apostles and their | had appointed thee.” —Cap.i. 5. So likewise, special | rections, Timothy is commanded to use great caution ‘ bestows? Certainly none. The sluggard is warned because the next will then be *the fulness of joy;™ | So, sirs, Tdo Wl.th all my soul; and I do hgpe (there
:.Epistles, to discover the will of our Lord on this sub- | directions were given to Timothy respecting the | in his choice; in Scriptural language, to “lay hands | in Scripture (Prov. vi, 6) to go to the ant and ‘“‘con- | even, at God’s right hand, “pleasure for evermore.” | is some here will carry it further) that they may en=
Al ject. What instructions, then, let us inquire, have | choice of those whom he should ordain presbyters or | suddenly on no man.” If the choice was not com- | sider her ways, and be wise.””  The duty of early ri- (Pslam xvi. 12.) deavour tl_le:peace of the kingdom. :
the Apostles. given, either by example or precept, | deacons.—(1 Tim. iii.) Of these directions I shall | mitted to him, and his business was only to lay hands | sing is enforced by the example of the Fsalmist, who e e Now, sirs, I must show you both how you are out
P respecting the different orders of ministers, in. a set- | have occasion to speak hereafter. upon those whoa the votes of the people presented | desired, for the praising of God, to “awake right early.” PRAYER. of the way; for certainly all the way you ever have
with tled state of the Church, after their departure. I 2. They were appointed to superintend the doctrine | to him, it was no matter how. suddenly he laid his | (Pg cyiii. 2.) It is recommended by the practice ot (From a Sermon by Archbishop Sandys.) had yet, as I‘coulfi find by any thing, is'in the way of
say in a settled state of the Church after their depar- | of these ministers. So says the apostle to Timothy : | hands upon them. Though these considerationg seem | Christ, who rose up for prayer “a great while before i conquest. .(«':‘l'tal_nly this is an ill way; for conquest,
fect” ture, because its first state was so extraordinary, and| I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I | quite sufficient to produce conviction, yet the evidence 1 day.” (Mark i. 35.) = Begin then each morning early Prayer is a lifting'up of the mind unto God, or a | sir, inmy opinion, 1s-never Jjust, except ﬁ}el'ﬁ be a good
ord) so fraught with miraculous powers, that a perfect | went into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some | is not exhausted ; for the apostle expressly says, ll.lat | to redeem the time. And all the day through take friendly talking with the Lord, from an high and a | just ca‘use either for matter of wrong or just titles and
imitation of it cannot now be adopted.  This original | that they teach no other doctrine.’—(1 Tim. i. 3.) | the directions which he gave to Timothy, concerning | care that you waste no single portion of this heavenly kindled affection of the heart. In the word God | then, lf_you go beyond it, the first quarrel that you
f‘tate of the Church is thus described by St. Paul :— 3. They were appointed. to superintend the conduct | the character of the persous to be ordaine'd, were de- ‘ gift in sinful idleness. The constitution of our nature speakcd.l unto. us, in prayer we speak uiito him. !mve to it, that ma.kes it unjust at the end that was
o ‘God hath set some in the Church, first apostles, | of their ministers. ‘‘ Against a presbyter receive not | signed to guide mis: conduct. « These things wrlte.l | makes necessary for us all, in different degrees, re- | Prayer is the pouring out of a contrite heart, with a | just at f_‘"‘“- But if it be only .mauer_;of conquest,
| sellondarily prophets,thirdly teachers : after that mira- | an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.”’— | unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly; but 1f| freshment and rest. But it justifies in none of usa | sure [_)ersuasion that God will grant our requests, then it is a great robber; asa pirate said to Alexan=
| °!°_8, then gifts of healing, helps, governments, diver-| (1 Tim. v. 19.)—He who is authorized to receive | I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou ot_lght.- | wilful indulgence in more Test, or more refreshment, | and give ear to the suits which we make unto him, | der, that he was a .great robber; he was but a petty
et b1 Sities of tongues.”’—(1 Cor. xii. 28.)  Apostles and | accusations, and hear witnesses against any person, is | est to behave thyself in the house of G?('i, which is | than our nature needs. The strength which is re- "This prayer must be only unto God. It is prayer | robber. And so, sir, I do think the way that you are
m;ih: ( Prophets are gone; gifts of healing, and diversities of | authorized to be the judge of that person. the Church of the living God.”" (1 Tim. iii. 14, 15.) newed by sleep, is injured by the sluggard’s prolonged | unto G_od that only hath promise, that only hath ex- | in is much out o.f the way.  Now, sir, for to put you
o | es have ceased. We must be content with| 4. They were appointed to regulate such matters in The persons who filled the office of superintendent | enjoyment of his bed. The spirits, which are best ample in the seriptures. * Call upon me,” saith God; | in the way: believe it, you will never do right, nor
‘ teachery. gnq governors. And what hath Seripture | the Church, as were not settled by express divine com- | or bishop, were chosen by the apostles themselves; and | relieyed by cheerful amusement in due season, are | “ Ask the Father in my name,” saith our Savieur, | God will never prosper you, until ‘you give God his
8aid Concerning these ?  This list is a little varied in | mand. * For this cause, left 1 thee in Crete, that | allowing that no delegation of their power to choose  wearied by pursuing it too frequently, or too earnestly. | ask, and ye shall have.)’ *When ye shall pray,” | due, theé kl.ng his due (that is my successors), md, the
.t‘ e Epistle to the Ephesians, where it is said, (iv. 11) | thou shouldest set in order the things that are want- | successors is positively mentioned in the New '1:69“1‘ ' Rest then, only that you may the better work. And saith C‘hlist, “ pray thus, Our Father which art in people their due. I am as muf.-h for them as any of
in- e gave some, apostles; aud some, prophets; and | ing, '—that are left undone, as the margin expresses | ment, yet the office having been established Wl‘ho.“t | work, whilst yet on earth, so as that you may the bet- heaven.” So and none otherwise prayed all the pa- | you. You‘must give God his éue bsy reguhtfng
Some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.” | it.—(Titusi. 5.) This was a branch of apostolic | any limit as to its continuance, the Church of Christ | ter rest hereafter. Consider of each hour, as it comes triarchs, prophets, apostles, and Christ himself, and | rightly his Church, according tq‘lf!'i !'fﬂp'\"'e, Wl\lc_h
What the word evangelist weauns, if it implied a dis- authority which is here delegated to Titus, as appears | can only be supposed to be left to its own discretion | in turn, consider how you may best improve ‘it, best | all true christians in all ages. In prayer no creature is now out of order, ~ For to set you ina .way, parti-
"",‘“ . tinct order, cannot be gathered from 1loly Writ. It | from 1 Corinthians, xi. 34. For when the Apostle | with respect to the manner of continuing it. Now | use it for the purpose God designs in giving it, best | may be joined with God. * God and our Lady help | cularly now, 1 cannot, but only this: a national synod
; | ?ccurs but in two other places, viz. Acts xxi. 28,— | Paul bad rectified the erroncous manner of receiving | the superintendent was clearly the next in station t0 | Tedeem it from the bondage of sin, into that service | us,” is 1o allowable prayer. freely ca}led, fiecely debating anong themselves, must
“We entered into the house of Philip the evangelist.” | the Lord’s Supper, into which the Corinthians liad | the apostle, as far as related to the ordivary and per- | ©f God which is perfect freedom. This prayer, which must be made only to God, our | settle this, when that every opinion is free‘l‘y and clearly
o) l And 2 Tim. iv. 5,—% Watch thou in all things; en- | fallen, by stating to them the nature of that ordinance | manent state of the Church. = And, with respect to | Next to a diligent frugality of time comes the right apostle divideth iuto his parts, < request‘s," “suppli- !:eard. For the king, indeed, I will not (t.hen“mm-
,n': ’ dure affliction; do the work of an evangelist; make | according to its original institution, he adds, that he | the ordination of presbyters and deacons,and the regu= | allotment of its parts, the due proportioning, of its se- cations,”’ * intercessions,” thanksgivmgs.‘_’ Re- | ing to a gentleman that touched. ‘the axe, sm.d, Hurt
[;:ot ‘ full proof of thy ministry.””  The word literally means | would regulate inferior matters when he should be | lation of inferior matters in the Church, he was mani- | Ve“fl employments. These may be divided into the | quests or petitions are when we pray for the increase E)ot 'the axe, that may hurt me;""  for the king mean~
a preacher of the gospel. The use of it in any other | present with them.—“And the rest will I set in order | festly endowed with apostolic power. The Christian | businesg of this world, and the business of the next. of God's good gifts in us, and that of his mercy and | ing if he dlt'l blunt the edge)—“tlle laws of the land
‘ Sénse must be purely conjectural. when I come.” Church will, therefore, make the nearest approach to : nly, whilst we make this distinction, let us remem- favour he would give us whatsoever is necessary ff)l‘ fVlu clearly instruct .Y°“_f°" that ; then_'efore, becauﬁe
;;;5" The titles then given to the ordinary teachers in Some other peculiarities of the office of superin- the primitive model, by continuing a sudcession of! ber, that properly speaking, all our business, all our | body or soul; and, forasmuch as we cannot obtain | it c.onccrnu my own particular, I only give you a touch
mb | Christ's Church, are Bishaps, Presbyters, oF Elders, | tendent might perhaps be collected from the New | superintendents, through the intervention of their pre- | work, our very amusement, our very rest, should be | any thing for our own merits, that he would grant us | of it. i T :
and Deacons. Perhaps we shall discover another or- | Testament ; but these will suffice to show that there | decessors of the same order. At any rate, a succes= part of the service of God, part of the business of the | all things for his Son our Saviour's sake. For the people (and traly I desire their liberty and
ite d'er to which the scriptures have given no exclusive | was an office in the Church, superior to that of pres- ’ sf"n of these officers must be continued, if the primi- W""q which is to come. God it is who gives us all Supplications, when we pray to be delivered fr?m freedom as much as any body whmn.soever), but 1
with l title, in the book of the Revelations. The terms of | byter, (but including it) though no name is given it | ive model of the Church is to be carried out; for | OUrtime,  God it is who forall will call us to acconnt. | evil; as when we pray that the wrath of God, which n.mst.tell Jou that tl}eu liberty and their freedom con=
P"e"'b.’lfer and Elder are in the Greek synonymous: | the New Testament, except in the Revelations, to the | there is no.instance in the New Testament of any or= All therefore let us spend as unto Him. Whether we | we have deserved, may throngh his mercy be remo- sxst? 1n.I3av1ng of t!lelr government those lnwa'by which
the former being the original word with an English | persons who were to fill that office by delegation from dination of presbyter or deacon, either by the people, labour, or pray, whether we do his work, or hear his | ved from us as far as the east is from the west, that the.n‘ life and th.elr goods may be most the.n' owD.—
stock te"““hu:\tion, and the latter the pure English.  To| the apostles. The office itself, however, is described | or by the presbytery alone. The importance of the W_‘“'d, let us in all things live ever unto God and unto | our sin may be remitted and blotted out of God's | It 1s‘not for h_a).nng share in govermr}ent, sir; that is
::-bf avoid confusion, 1 shall use only the word Presbyter, | with great clearness; and two persons (exclusive of | €piscopal office will more clearly appear, if we sum up | 08 Son our Lord Jesus Christ. books. “‘{“““S pertaining to them.. A subject and a soves
thes® as having less ambiguity. Epaphroditus) are mentioned, to whom that office was | and educe into one view, those passages in the Epis- But as there is some part of our employment more Intercessions are when we pray for such as do af- | reign are clean different ‘things, and therefore um.ll
l It seems that Prﬂsb);(ers were the ordinary minis- | delegated by the apostle Paul. : tles to "Fimothy and Titus which exhibit its peculiar exclusively religious, so: we have all of us mapy duties | flict and wrong us, for our enemies which persecute | they t:lo that—T1 mean that you dp put the people_ in
'(’);‘”g ters of the Church, Paul and Barnabas, in their first We will now consider what was the mode of ap- duties, at least those which relate to the four branches | t© Perform.in more close connexion with the world in | us; that God would forgive them, turn their hearts, that liberty as I SpY. —certainly .they will never enjoy
;”ﬂk ' tour from Auntioch, ordained them presbyters in eyery | pointing presbyters and deacons; and to whom was | of the office which I bave already mentioned. which we Jiye. Choose then always, as far asis in | and better them. Or .when we pray for others; ei- themse_]ve_s. Sirs, it was for this that now I am come
Church.—(Acts xiv. 23.). Paul being in haste to!| the choice of persons to fill these offices committed. Let us then suppose the apostle Paul to have given | YOUr power, choose for your worldly calling such em- | ther for temoving of evil from them, or for God's fa- | here: if I would have given way t('> an arbitrary way,
;;nu be at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, determined The persons chosen were solemnly set apart by | the following commission to one who was already a ployment as your qtre.ngth is ﬁt.for. Choose alwgys vour and bl?s.smg towards them. ] .. | for to have all'laws chynged according to the power of
to sail by Ephesus, and called the presbyters of the | prayer and imposition of hands, in which: (if we may | presbyter :— such ag requires no- sinful- service, no frau.d, no vio- Thanksgivings are when we praise and thank God | the sword, I needed not to have come here; _and,
.1 Church, (Acts xx. 17.) giving them his parting advice, | form a judgment from one instance) the presbytery “ My dear Sir,—As my affairs have called me out | lence, no intemperance, no sabbath breaking. ' Un- | for the great mercies, graces, and gifts, which we have | therefore, I tell you (and I pray God it be not laid to
as-to.ordinary ministers. Paul left Titus in Crete, to | joined with the apostle. " In the first epistle to Timo* of Asia into Greece, and I have *besought thee t0 dertake always as much as you can do, and no-more ; | received at his hands. For we must acknowledge | your ch.arge) that T am the martyr of the people. {n
e “ordain presbyters in every city.“-—('[‘itus i. 5.)| thy, the apostle Paul says, *Neglect not the gift that | abide at Ephesus when I went into Macedonia’; I| 88 Mmuch, lest otherwise you be ‘ndle; and no more, | that “every good and perf?ct. gift cometh dowzvn.from. troth, sirs, I shall not hold you much longer, fqr I will
o) The business of ruling and teaching the flock belongs | is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, and t!‘e think it proper to give thee in writing, such instruc= lest.you be hurried, and do nothl.ng W?Il. Wh&teyer abovye, from the Father of lights,” and is hy .lus mercy only say this to_you, that in traih T cpu‘d have de-
» to them, “Let the presbyters that rule well be| laying on of the hands of the presb_):te,-y,”_(chap. iv. | tions as are necessary for the guidance of thy conduct. ct?l.hng you have chosen, follf)w it patle.ntly, steadily, | freely given. .P'rayer generally may be. divided into | served some little time long.er.. beca.use that I would
¢ounted worthy of double honour, especially they who| 14.) In the second epistle, speaking, as it seems, of | There are many presbyters at Ephesus, and these re- diligently. ~ Attend to all things in their due season. | two parts, petition and thanksgiving: in the one we | have put this that I have said hm a ;mle more order,
Rl abour in the word and doctrine.’—(1 Tim- ¥. 17.)| the same transaction,: the ap?stle says—-1 put 1ht')e | quire some one to superintend them, as they superin- Reserve a fair proportion of time for that rest wh!ch ask of God; in the other we offer unto God: both | and a little better dxg.esled than I have done, and
The terms bishop ‘and presbyter, we are often trium- | in remembrance, that thou stir up the gift that is 10 | tend ¢ the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made bealth requires, for those offices of good will which | are accepted as _sweet-fzmellmg sacrifices ; pure, and | therefore I h?pe you will excuse me.
'{j Phantly told, are synonymous in scripture: and so | thee, by the putting on of my hands.” —(Chap. i. 6.) | them overseers.'—(Acts xx. 28.) 1 have observed | each man owes to his neighbour, and &.bOV.e all for that | through the merits of his So? pleasant in his sight. 1 I have delivered my conscience: I pray God that
: most assuredly they are, as the following passages These passages are of equal authority, and therefore | With sorrow that there are some of them in danger of | worship which God demands, and which it should be { shall not need to put you in remembrance, that we | you do take those courses that are _best for the good
o inevitably prove ;—Acts xx. 28; Titus V- 7; Phil. provc,——(ecclesiasticul history bears witness to the | ‘giving heed to fables’; nay, who have already * turned the chief delight of man to offer. Thus may ‘you be l must pray both for ourselves and others; that there | of the kingdom and your own salvations,




