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The worldis a \t{reck. Millions

inwine to a frail support, and are momentari-~
?rcsict{l}?iﬁlgn ‘l?ﬂto the abysgpof woe. - They implore
help from those who have been saved from the
min. Butalas! how few of those whe profess to
have been rescued by divine grace, are a,ctwe\:ly
engaged in efforts tosave the perishing. - The
missionary ecnterprise is as yet-but like a small
life-boat, poorly manned, able only to pick up one
here and there of the drowning thousands, as the
struggle in the agitated occan. When will the
Jisticssness of Christians be overcome —When
will they be induced to make a(le.(lugte exer—
Lions to save the millions who are perishing with-
out hope ?

presentation.
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THE SINNER’S FRIEND.

Now, O Sinner! T put this question—it will be
thoueht a strange onc—Have you af{lend in t.hc
world 2 T put itin seriousness, and with a desire
that you should answerit to iz‘ourself with truth.
Have you one in the world that lovps and cares
for you ? Do you think you have a friend, I say ?
I o not believe you do. Look through your god-
Jess associates, and docs one love you ¢ I aw sure
you think not one. ¥ou ave friendless ; many
Eloquaintanccs, but not one friend !—neither fa-
ther nor mother nor sister nor brother, nor relarive
nor acquaintance, is a friend to you. You may
be a great man ; you may be a rich man; thou-
sands may admire—thousands avlaud 3 does one
solitary individual love you 2 You believe not.
T am sure thisis a common case. Now, why is it
that you belicve that no one Joves you? 1 shall
tell you the reasen—because you know you don’t
deserve . You know your own heart ; and you
are convinced that you are so vile, so unlovely,
so wnloving, that you naturally conclude that
yonare without a friend. Have you never felt this
press heavy on you ? )
Well, would you desire to have 2 friend 7 Yes.
Then arise and return 1o your father '—Though
. you have spent all, wasled your substance in
riotous living, and are utterly worthless, I promise
youacceptance-—happiness—peace. As God’s or-
dained minister, I bear a messaze of mercy from
God. As Christ’s ambassador, and on God’s be-
half, I am authorised to offer you, through Christ,
free pardon, if you return unto God.—Rev. 1. D.
Gregg.

“TREES WHOSE FRUIT WITHERETE.”

“] find worldly and gay professors of religion to be,
generally, more dangerous society than those who
make no pretensions to religion : for when we are in
the company of the latter, we arc on our guard lest we
lish r cur profession, and observe the least devia-
tion from rectitude. But when we are in the company
of professors, we arc apt 1o take their cxample for our
standard, instead of the wordl of God. And when off
our guard, we suppose they are not watching for our
lalting, wad are insensibly left to lukewarmness.  L.”

T above was sent us by a valued correspon-
dent, requesling our opinion in reference to it;
which wehave no objection to give if it may prove
useful. i

In the first place, we think it necessary to en-
tertain 2 practical sense of the fact, that there is
one witness of our conduct wherever we are, and
that no circumstances will ¢xcase or extenuate the
turpitude of a voluutary or thoughtless deviation

. from duly.

Sccondly, that these who measure themszlves
by thcmso{ves, and by others, are not wise, as no
rule of judgment differing from the law and word
of God, will receive any attention, except to he
condemned, in the day when an impartial and ex-
act decision shall be made vspecting all charac~
lers and condnct. As for t]lx)e readiness with
which non-professors volunt:er their valuations
of religious character, it may be said, “Who art
thou that judgest another man’s servant ? to his
own master he standeth or falleth.”” ¢ Thou that
teachest another, tcachest thou not thyself 22
Their impenitence .is no excuse for them, and if
they know what a Christian ought to be, they
have no excuse, and are Lo blame for not heing al-
tozether such.

Itcan neither be concealed nor denied, that
worldly and gay professors of teli sion are a greater
mischief to the church, individually as well as col-
lectively, than if they were out of it. They
should be lights in the” world, adorning their pro-
fession hy a consisteat aund holy life. Bat the
light in them is darkness, aud the darknes is great;
for their conduct renders the yospel more obscure

and inexplicable to the impenitent, whose minds
are clouded already, They wound Christ, while
rofessing to be his friends, and bring reproach on
his name.  The ungodly and loose “walk of men
in the church, is a more terrible and banecful
scourge, than the malice and enmity of. open foes.
Enemies are avoided and watched, while friends
in profession only, send forth a pestilential in-
fluence, more destructive, because unlooked for.

Y [ The Head of the Church has pretty tully indicat-

ed a preéventive of the evils complained'of; “See
that ye walk circumspeeily, not as Jools, but as
wise, redeeming the time, because the days are
evil. Take heed brethren, lest there be inany of
you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from
the living God ; but exhort one another parLy,
while it is called To-pav—Ilest any be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin.”

SEVERAL EVIDENCES or LOVE 1o CHRIST.
Br seven tokensanan may suppose thit he hath
the love of Christ.

The fiust is, when all coveting of carthly things
and fleshly lusis is slackened in him ; for where
coveting 15, there is not the love of Christ.

‘The second is, burning desire of heaven 5 for
when he hath felt aught of that Saviour, the more
he feeleth the more he coveteth,and he that hath
felt nought desireth nought.

The third token is, if s tongue be changed;
that which was wont to speak of carth now speak-
¢th of heaven.

The fourth is, exercising or practising what is
for spiritual good ; as when a man, leaving 2all o-
ther things, hath good will and devotion to prayer,
and findeth sweetness therein.

The Lifth s, when things which are hard in
themselves, through love, scem light to be done.

The sixth is, hardiness of soul to suffer all an-
guishes and troubles that befal.

The seventh is, joyfulness of soul when he is
in tribulation, and t{wt he lIoves God and thanks
him, in all diseases that he suffers. It is the great-
est token that he hath the love of God, when no
work, tribulation, or presecution, can bring um
down from this love.
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THERE never was a period in the history of
the Christian Church, when the zcal, activity,
and liberality of Christians were more needed
than at the present day—not only in further-
ance of the great and important eflforts which
are now in progress for the evangelization of
the heathen nations, for the restoration of the
Jews to their forfeited inheritance, and for
spreading the knowledge of the Saviour to
carth’s remotest bounds—Dbut also in checking
the tide of iniguity which everywhere abounds,
on the right hand and on the left. :

We earnestly recommend to the serious at-
tention of our readers the following admirable
vemarks, respecting which we cannot do bet-
ter than adopt the language of an cstcemed
contemporary, (the Helifux Guardian) who
says:  We have often seen the duty of Chris-
tian liberality explained and cnforced with
great plalnness, and carnesiness, and - elo-
quenee, and we have heard the evils of cove-
tousness openly and loudly exposcd and con-
demned—the claims of the (%ii!'crcnt religious
and bencvolent Societies which distinguish
and adorn the age in which we, live, are annu-
ally brought hefore the public, and often very
strong and forcible appeals made to the friend-
ly and patriotic feelings of the wealthier mem-
bers of the community, for their continued and
enlarged assistance and support.  But we have
seldom met with a more fuithful 2and striking
delineation of the duties which the rich owe
to the poor, more especially as regards their
spiritual necessities, than that which is con-
tained in a letter lately addressed by the Bi-
shop of Lincoln to the Committee of the
Church Building Society for Nottingham and
Nottinghamshire, when requested by them to

—ms
take upon himself the office of their President.
We liope that the salutary Lut unweleeme
truths which he has here promulgated, wilt
not be fost upon the wealthy in cur own city
and Province.”

< The Author of our Being,” says the zealous
and public spirited Bizhop of Lincoln, has been
pleased to place the rich und poor ina state of
mutuzl dependence on cacl othier § and though b
countries like our own, which kave made g:c
advances in wealth and civiiisation, this deper
ence may be less appatent than where society is
in a ruder slate, on account of the extent to whick
the division of labour is cartied, yet itis pot (he
less true that the rich derive all their means of
temporal enjoyment, 2ll their conveniences amil
luxurices, from the labour, and are consequently
bouwyl to mintster to the wints, both temporal and
spititualy of the poor.  This is an obligation in-
seperable  from  the possession of wealth, not
less real, net involving a less serious respon-
ikility, because huinan laws do not preseribe by
positive enactments the manner in which it is o
be discharged, nor annex penalties to the negleet
of discharging it,

<« How, then, let us ask ourselves, have we dis-
charged this obligation—how have we acquitted
ourselves of this responsibilily, with reference
to the spiritual wants of our poorer brethrer {—
While we have scen the population increasing
on all sides, have we made any corresponding ex-
crtien to provide for its veligious instruction, for
its_accommodationt in the house of God ?  Cau we
look around without humiliation and self-reproach,
on the churches of our ancestors, scattered over
the face of this land, without painfully fecling
how condemnatory of the age in which we have
lived the comparison between their zeal for the
honowr of God, and our lukewarmness, our apathy
in his cause I mean not 1o include all in thiy
censure. I know that there are splendid excep—
tions—instances of Christian liberality not un-
worthy of the best agas of the Church ; but these
splendid exceptions are 25 oases in the desert,
serving only to render the surrounding barrenness
more striking by contrast ; they are not suflicient
to redeem the age from the charge of apathy—
of insensibility to the religious wunts of the gvow-
ing population.  Of that insensibility we ar now
reaping the bitter fruits. We complain of the
spirit of insubordination, of the intemperance, the
licentiousness, the iireligion, prevamiing on alt
sides,and especially inthe manufacturing distiicts,
and we are not siow in calling on the Legislature
to interfere, and remedy the evile  We forget to
inquire whether we are not oursclves the parties
whom the law ought lirst to visit with its penalties
—avhether this mefancholy state of things has not
been produced by our own neglect of duty ¢ If
the voice of bicsphemy! aud impicty is heard
in our sirects—il the laws of God and man are
held in contempt—is it not because we have
taken little pains Lo send foith ministers to instruct
our poorer brethren in their religieus duties, to
set hefore them the promises and threatenings of
the Gospel, to infuse into their bosoms those prin-
ciples which can alone render them proof ugainst
templalion—the fear aud theleve of God ? 1f the
Tord’s duy is openly and gressly profaned, is it
not hecause we have taken little pains to enable
them to pass it in_a manner befilting its sacred
character, by affording thein the meaus of access
to the house of God 7 [ punishment is to fall, it
shon!d fall on ng, who have neglected our duty—
not upon the unhappy victims of our neglect.”

P

THE present age, we rcjoice to notice, is cha-
racteriscd by an increased union and liberality
of feeling and sentiment throughorit the vari-
ous sections into which the Chureh of Clirist
is divided—all Blending their influence and
exertions together for the promotion of one
common object—ithe glory of God and the sal-
vation of man. This may ke regarded as one
of the most remarkable ¢ signs of the times,”
and it warrants the indnlgence of a hope, that
¢ the latter day glory” is about to dawn upon
our world, ushering in that glorious blaze of
wospel light, when ¢the knowledge of the
Tord shail cover thé earth as the waters co-
ver the sea.” If the sentiment, ¢ Union is
strength,” be correct in any instance, it must
be peculiarly so when applied to Christian ef-




