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PROVINCIAl AUT2ONOIMY.

We do not yield even to the Toronto
Globe in our advocacy of what may fairly
be considered Provincial rights-, but, on
the other hianri, Ive naintain tihat it is
essential to thi satisfactory working of
the fedarative syston that the Dominion
Governmncit should not shrink from the
responsibility of controlling the action
of Provincial Legislatures in regard to
measures afi'ecting the interests of the
people geIer'ally. t seemîs ta us that
wiatever dillerences of opinion may exist
as to the extent of the legitinate powers
or the Provincial Legisatures, there can
be none in regard to acts the tendency
of which is to nullify an agrîeement be-
tween the Dominion Governmnent and a
company incorporatod for the construc-
tion of a railroal on Canafldian territory,
and largely subsidized out of Dominion
funds. If the Dominion Covernment
cannot with propriety interfere in such a
case, then the federative system s Siiply
"a mockery, a delusion and a snare."
Thle Globe in a late nmtiiber attempterl to
establish an analogy betveei the disal-
lovance of a Manitoba Act authorizing
the construction of a railroad for the pur-
pose of diverting trallic front the Canadian
Tacific railrond to a competiti'e line in
the United States, anud the disallowance
by the Imîperial Over'nment of the
Doin lion Act iîcrmi tting narriage wlii a
deceîsed wife's ister. Wre pointed out
that there ias no analogy whatcver bc-
twcni the cases, and the Globe has made
a rejoinder mainitaining the correctiess of
lis position.

Thl Globe entirely ignores the factthat
soveral years ago ai Act IVas passed by
one at lonst of the Australasiant colonies
sibstaitially similar to that of the latue
Dominion Act. As tiiat Act vas iot dis
aloved it would have been sinply impos-
sible for the Inpeilal Governmnt to
have (isallowed the Catnadian Act. It
does nîot appear that the Act referred ta
had the cftect of coipelling a change in
the Englisli Law, and ioreover it is 'el
known thlat the advisers of the Crovn in
Rngland are favorable ta the principle of
the Cinladian Act, ailthouigli the inifluience

of the Bishops in the House of Lorda and
of thoso Pers wyho shar thieiî' opinions
lias hitherto preveited the passage of
bills whichi have received the assent o
the Comiîons. We iaintain that there
is not the slighîtest analogy betîveen the
.Act sanctioning marriage with a deceased
wifels sister o, tue i'f Act; -iposing
di ties on goods inliportel in to Ca Iada, anîd
tîui Mainîitoba Act, whiclh had foi' its object
ai literrience iwiti a ba*rgainii en'ered

into between the Dominion Government,
with the sanction of Parliament, and a
chartered company, for the construction
of a railraad in which all the Provinces
ernbraced in the Confederation are inter-
ested.

SALVAGE. (3.)
It may be that uncertainty as to the

probable progress of a fire in adjoin-
ing buildings may prevent the adoption
of such measires as afteriards assert
tieir advisability, or that during a fire as
in a battle,

", 01Uth shrliek*s or the1 wounlded,
Th groans Ur the dyinug,''

men mîay lose their senses, but surely,
an soon as a lire is over there should
be neither delay norbhesitation in prevent-
ing further damage ; yet as gliouls and
monsters in huiman form rob the dead on
a battle fied, or barbarians murder such
of tieir forner foes as survive the slaughi-
ter of the battle, so do sone insurance
agents and some iisured persons increase
the anount of losis by tlheir unwise and
crimmnal actions, mstead of, like-the sur-
geons and ambulance corps of civilization,
preventing further damages as quickly as
possible.

Whether ignorance or dishonesty be
the cause, the effect is alike disastrous,
so that it too often becomes necessary to
impress upon insurance agents the fact

ilat it is not to the honor of Lîeir agency
that losses should be for the full amnounts
of tieir- policies; it is not necessary to the
adjustmnent of a loss that the assured
sho1iuld be prevon ted fromî carrying on lis
law'ful business. If the loss exceeds the
isurance, no iilsurance company wislies
the loss to the assured to be increased by
one centi i f the insurance exceeds the loss,
tLien noa peroin should try to increase the

iamouint of the loss merely because of the
insurance, The whole countrysu[ffers fron
the nervousness or ignoance or the dis-
honesty of tue few who either have not
the sense to know that increase of loss
beneits no one, or have niot the courage
or the lonesty to prevent such increase.

We could readily quote a very discour-
aging nîuiiber of instances where people
yet in business, and yet seeking insurance,
have periitted or caused unnecessary
iiiciease of damage by allowing goods
to renain wateri-soaed to mildew or rist
or rot, or ta riemaîin shut up in buildings
uîntil snole bad male themu useless, their
only excuse being, Il Oh, ive iwill no get all
Oitr insirance if mwc do as yoit say.11

Thlese people have not the sense to
thiink; tliat reputable companies avoid dis-
reputable people, and if by any means
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they find on their books policies issued ta
people wvho act so dishonestly tley quiet-
ly mark theni Ita be cancelled," or, at
any rate, I not ta be renewel." Sucli
persons coutt on the inipediate ad.
vantage ta be gained because the
appraisers may not be able to distinguisli
between the danages-the imrnediate
result of the tire and those caused by
neglect they count on the efforts of the
appraiser they appoint in obtaining for
then the payment for their fraud as well
as that for their misfortunie, and they
may occasionally succeed, but such things
are nt forgotten, nor are they without
influence in future tr'ansactions. flitherto
the insurance companies have contented
themselves with declining or cancelling
the risks, but it ja not impossible that a
fev prosecutions for attempts to defraud
may serve as warnings to those wfho
respect no lawy so long as they can evade
its penalties.

But there are many people amongst
insurance agents as vell as insured who
really do not know what to do in the
event of a fire. They finîd tbemselves ivith,
say, machinery or hardware which lias
been iet or danp, and if sa left will be
materially injured, but if ut once dried,
oled; dipped for a moment in benzine,
or otherwise sensibly dealt with, would
escape with comparatively small loss; if
they were nat insured they would know
wlat to do and would do it at once, but
being insured they are uncertain as ta
their rights and duties. To such persons
it is only necessary for thiem to kinow
that their first duty is to nlotify the insur-
ance company of the loss and the facts,
thiien to go to work to preserve the pro-
perty from further damage, lceeping a
strict account of what they do, being
assured that if they act lonestly and
sensibly'tieir actions will be adopted and
approved by the Insurance coupanies.

It may be that sone incoipetent ad-
juster will find fault or talke acivantage of
the best-intentioned and bestcdirected
efforts of the agent and the insured, but
both may rest assured that if the progress
af the damage lias been stapped by
prompt andsensible action, the Insuranice
company vill censure the adjuster and
approve the action of the assurîed.

TUE NEW BRUNSWECK CRISIS.

A political crisis has taken place in
New Brunswick where a general election
lias been recently leld. After the elec-
tion of Speaker a direct vote of want of
confidence in the administration was pro-
posed and ccrried by a small majority


