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MI';MOIRS"Q'F THE LATE THOMAS SHEI‘UDAN, fs’l.

" (Continued jram fage 236. )

HE variots ndeans by which the
; manager of a theatre may accumau-
late odium upon himfelf in a courfe of
years, and acquire énemies to his perfon,
arg here unrieceflary to be detdilled. Mr.
Sheridan, in one of his pamphlets, has
enumerated the principal cdufes which

contributed to. render him unpopular in.

Ireland: Moft of thefe.were {ach as ought .

to have obtained for him' the approbation
of the public atdatge; and however ob-
nvxious they might make him to indivi-
duals, would have béen infufficient to
drive him from. his -fituation, had not the
Demon of Politics added  his "affiftance to
ctufh the devoted manager, ‘

For forne time before this period, Mr;
Sheridan had inftituted % club; the mem-

bers of which were in number abbut fifty

or fixty perfons; chiefly Lotds and Mem-

bers of Parliament,” who ™ weré. invited to .

dine together in the managei’s apartment

at the theatic ;. nofemalé being ddmitted -
but Mrs. Woffington,. wha was pliced in -

a great chaif at the head bf the tdble, ‘and .

tlefted prefident for the feafon, “This club

Wwas Ueguh without: any . party intention
on the fide of the manager, but by means |-

of Mrs. Wofligton was, in 1753, mgtd .

morphofed fibm its-origindl defign inito one

dfa politizal nature’; and the “converfati-. |~
on and gengral toaft of this weekly affem=’

bly, which were what might be_called dn-..

ti patriotic, foon became tlie comiion talk.

of thetown ; and the manager, of - courfle

was fuverely abufed for being the fupport, | .
erof the fociety, ai he mo@. certainly and..

¢fectually was, wher he was -the pérfon
whe paid forall. - - o
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At this crifical and'da‘ngerou'g_:jun'&ui'c; EE
itis no to beworidered at; that this af- ;

fembly of courtjers, publicly fuppoited by
the inanager, who being alfo the principaf.
attor, was confequently, atall times with'
in the imniediate refentment of the pro.

. voked party, fhould betome the object of

revenge. ‘The patriots of the day refolved
to watch for the firft oppoitunity to de-
troy bim, and anoccafion fobn offered, |
Of this important event in the hiftory of
Mr: Sheridan’s.life, we lidve a partictlar
account by Mr, Vidtor, from whom we
thall on the prefént occdfion tranferibe,
Tlie tragedy of -Maliomet had: béen fome
time fingled but by the manager to- be re-
vived ; theparts wete written out.and caft
the winter preceeding in the .following .
manher ¢ Palmira, - Mis.” Woflington ; .

- Zaphna, Mr. Sheridan’; and Alcanor; Mrs

Diggesi :

. During the tehearfal-of this play; feve-

tal pafiages were. talked of by~ the/anti -

courtiers, as pleafing to them, and whicly. .
thiey weuld not fail to diftin uifh, >~
. 01 Teb, 23, 1754, thenight of perform-

-ante, the pit was filled Very foon with thies.

léaders. and chiefs~of :the . country party;
and when Digges fpoke tlie following -
fpeechis | v

——If, ye powers diving; . '
Ye mark thie mioyements of this nether
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And biing them to account! crufl,

: erufh thofe vipers, o

" Whio, fingl’d vut by the comniunity ., .
To/guard the. rights, fhall, for a gralp. .

. ofoteg,: . T

~ .Orpaultry gffice, fell them to the foe.” .

The moment he Had finfthed jt; all the.

Uparty in-.the . pit’ roared . Out’ . ercorey:
P
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