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perhaps none has been given wider
circulation than that recounting the
manner in which he made his start in
the practice of the law by his able yet
futile defence of the filibuster leader,
Von Shoultz, and the tellers of this
story, and even biographers and his-
torians have dilated upon the elo-
quence of the plea of the young
Kingston lawyer—a plea, they said,
that established the advocate’s reputa-
tion and launched him upon a career
the ultimate goal of which was the
premiership of the Dominion.

In his detailed history of the Up-
per Canadian Rebellion, Dent tells
the story in these two sentences: “He
[Von Shoultz] was ably defended by
the present Premier of the Dominion
[written in 1884 when Sir John held
that position] then a young man
whose way in the world was yet to
be made. The eloquence and forensic
skill displayed by the clever young
counsel did much to advance his own
fortunes, but were of no avail to save
the life of his client, who was hanged
at Kingston on the 8th of December,
1838.2 5

Colling in his Life of Maedonald
£alls mnto like error, for he writes:

YOIy one was struck with the mas.
terly character of young Macdonald’s
defence, and though they knew that
1t lay not in the Power of human
tongue or brain to save the prisoner,
they adm.ired the skill with which he
led. up his arguments, the taet with
which he appealed to the inexorable
Judges, and above all the soul-felt
interest he seemed to have in his
client”,
. That young Macdonald took a deep
Interest in the welfare of his eclient is
established by facts that will be re-
ferred to later, but that he made the
eloquent plea that the biographer
himself grows eloquent over, is en-

rely false, as the records of the case
make clear, and as more careful bio.
graphers l_la.ve pointed out.

The bamstaking Kingsford states
that Von Shoultz “wag defended by
the late Sir John Macdonald, then a
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