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. But then;whatever.maybe the portion of truth contained in the a
- said aflirmation, the continued recitation of them: in prose and .
~verbal and written, (for.it'is & fashion to.have a fling, at a1

’i‘se;

their freshness; ‘and the observations being often ill-timed ; grow, sickly.

and decay, vanishing into air.’ There are contingent evils.in thisiworld; .
petliaps these may be of them.': But let.us proceed to-show.; that, by
increase of lawyers ;' it is self-evident that we:may s well.attempt-

the.
to'do wishout propeity as’ to do. without those who.protect it for. us,:
or take it from ‘us. " Now' Swift much. feared,. that if books and acts. of
parliatnent continued to increase,  few: would. be :learned, or - any man
be alawyer. And-we know by the time you get one statute tolerably:

fixed .in your memory, you come.to another by which-it ‘is repealed.:. -

fatal 217,

who then can: worider at this increase of .lawyers, which..some call
rolls of Parliament 1445, is 2 pétition from the -C :

Inthe

ed. from 6 or 8 to 34; whereby the ‘peace of those -counties had:been

greatly interrupted by suits, - The Commons  therefore petition,’. that - -'

it may be ordairied, that there shall be no'more than six common attor~

pies' for Notfolk, 6 for Suffolk, and two for the city.of. Norwich. +The -

King granted thie petition, provided it were thought reasonablc by the-

judges: Then again we find a contemporary making the following obsers - -
vations:—¢The spirit and essence of the English law cannot be surpass- .

‘. odin point of wisdom by the records of the whole world; - ancient-and:

modern ; and yet their prolikity.is a serious-evil; and-which. George:..

awyer) lose. - .

two counties, showing that the number of attornies had lately increas-' * -

© 'Alexander Stevens drolly satirises, by one counsellor. at the bar, refers-

ring to the 984th page of the 120th folio volume:of the abridgement of -
ilie statutes. . Firstour legislature passes an act;: then'comes.an.act-to
- amend this ‘act; then.a rider, then a supplemerit, -then,:an" appendix;,

and'so on ; instead of éach act being .consolidated- under their. own. -

authority; or that of a_ delegated committee:,. ‘The laws of China (Mr.

‘Barrow.tells us).are but 16 small, volumes;: and- probably. they: have -

TJasted for thousands of years,.{ora population which is equal to that of

one-third-of .the universe. - The.Code . Napoleon;-we believe, is ina '

‘of..our. statutestend to:" .

onfuse, not to define, anc fin ). fill “all England :ywith. hosts -of
lawyers, and consequently, by. their exertions in theway of trade, with' ',

- hosts,of plaintiffs'and defendants.’., Some have thought that Jaws may. .

_single yolume; octdve ; but the: ramifications
" "confiise, not to define, and finally ‘to: fill

be whimsically ‘compared to nut-crackers, whilst  they.crush- to.atoms
small, objects, with great ones they bend and breaks”" " - .- .
" The Good Old Times.—It is,to be hoped the professional-gentlemen
inhabiting that FowL place—Dorking, will not britig an action against
. us’ for-exposing ‘its  ancient charagter... We: learn, that. in the reign
_of Henry VL. ¢ Courts used to be held -there every three weeks, and

in' them actions were brought. - There are instances of suits lasting.

Jfor_siz’_months ; and perhaps, ‘at last, the damages were four-pence, o
and the costs twelve pence!” : The old" story!- ‘#Moreover, 1t was .
presented at the court leet, anno 24, (and often repeated) that butch- .

" ‘ers, inn-keepers, tailors, hucksters; millefs, merchants; drapers, shoe

o ‘makers, smiths, turners, labourers; bakers, earpenters,-and tanners -
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