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Emm1na, for i hlad been through his handi the money had beon
conveyed to har protdgde as the medium least Iikely to wound
the feelings, already too severely lacerated by misfortune and
neglect, his mind being fully salisfied as te the identity .of
Maria's relationship ta his former friends, he hastoned vith his
check uncashed, ta the residonce of Mr. Penson, and sending
up his card requested ati audience with Miss Austin, to w'holn lie
explained his former friendship and undiminished regard toivards
her lamented parents, requesting that he might now be per
mitted the honor of transferring that sincerity of feeling te thoir
daughter, vhose estecin he would consider invaluable, being al
ready atquainted with' the excellence of her heart and mind,
"as the dirst trifling token of my trutli," said the Major, "I must
beg to destroy in your presence this check, vhich I no longer
value, except for its consequences, which I prize more than
ten times the sum." The fast sentence was expresscd, and the
adt of tettring the check had commenced vhen Maria ùxclain-
cd, "stop! I pray you, stop !" at the saine time with lier extended
atm arrested its plogress towards destruction,-then pulling the
bull,âe said, to tho Major :"grateful for the affectionate respect
yau have Cxpressed towasua my much lamented parents, and
anxious ta prove how solicitous I am ta take advantage of friend.
ship so generously proffered ta their daughter,I vill, with your
permission, in the presence of my guardian, lay myself under n
obligation that Will bind me by the cadearing bands of gratitude
to you for cycr.".-Tie servant entering Maria dosired him te
request Iliat Mr. and Mrs. Penson would give her the ploasure
of ther cotnpany; they instantly obeyed the sumnmons, and re-
ceivcd frein tho gentleman un explnation of his visit and inten-
tiOns. Il And nov, my friend," said Maria, 1' I am going tO
put your sincerity te the test, before I say one word in aeknow-
ledgment for the htindsoine compliments you have boon frep-
ing upon me. Major Il...... bas kindly tendered me this check,
as being now ivorthless ta him, I can accopt it but upon terni
that mnUst be acceded ta by aIl the party:. "Turning ta Mr. Pensoit
she continued :" it is ny wish that it ehould be inimediately


