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te stand up in lthe meeting for the prayora of (od'a
peoplo. Four little ones stood ip. Thoir agoa;
rangod probably, fron ten to sixt.en yoars. After
they stood up the clergyman asked thi people te
pray for them-ail tn pray for thom-pray unitedly.
Agonizo with God that He May be toilling te give
theim the blessing of nalvation-tihat ho May adopt
them into Hia fam ily.

Thoughts came to nie sonething like the follow-
ing: What a travesty on the character of God ?
What an orronecous impressiou must have beun
mado on the mindas of those youing persons if they
woro capable cf reasoning 1 Dees God have te bo
made willirig te give salvation by the importunities
of His poople ] la net God as good as ie are ? la
net His love as great as ours ? Is not His love
greator than oura ? la not Dis love te thoise child-
ra as great as the love of that clergyman 1 la it
net groator ? fas Ho net loved therm ad proved
His lovo-in the gift of His Son?

fias He not provided salvation and offored tnt
only te those little nes, but te aIl, without money
and withoutprice ? Why thon mislead them ? Why
deceive them 1 Why net tel then to accept salva-
tien as it ie offered in the gospel, where the way in
te plain te bu mistakon ?

Ho says, " Coee unte me, ail ye who labor and
are heavy laden, and ~ wili give you rest." The
way is plain. The directions are without fault.
The promises are sure. Why not, then, ceme te
Him ?

The prophets of Baal agonized. They impur-
tuned. Their zeal was marvelous. It was ail in.
vain. Why? Becatuse it was utterly voluutary.

Elijah made a little quiet prayer for the sake of
the people. But Elijah was acting by divine author-
ity, hence no neod of agonizing. When people
to-day comply with the conditions of salvation, no
néed of agnnizing, salvation will be theirs.

Prayer-is aIl right, when it is in accordance with
the will of God. But when we pray without divine
authority'Iwowill not receive because wo sak amies,
ind they who trust our prayors will be deceived.

O.B.E.

"SBhiE HATH DONS WH AT SIJE COULD."

MIAnc xiv. 8.

That was indeed a very pleasant company that
st down "in the bouse of Simon the leper,"
where a " supper " had been prepared for Jeaus.
The time, Caca and company combined te male
this social gathoring intensely interesting te ail
conterned. Tho earth life of Jesus was drawing te
a close, and He was now on His way te Jerusalem
where He was te be offered up for the Bina of the
people. The place-BethanY-was a quiet village
where our Lord had often found rost and quiet in
the hone of Lazarus, with bis sisters, Martha and
Mary. ' The company was made up of those who
evidently loved our Lord, and would improve
any and every opportunity te express thoir grati-
tude for flic great blessings enjoyed fron His hand.

Lot uspause a moment and consider those who
composed this pleasant company. 0f Simon the
loper, at whose bouse they were assembled, we
know nothing beyond the fact thaï h had bean a
leper and one *hom probably Jeans had cleansed,
and a near nieighbor of His mont intimate friends,
Laïaits and his sisters. It was doubtlesa bis love
for bis great benefactor that prompted hina te
open his bouse for this special feuat made by the
friends of Jesus for Him and His disciples.

Then thero was Lazarus whoi He had raiscd
froin the dead. This mai had evidently loved his
Lord bef6re ho had sickened and died. When he
was taken aick his sisters sent unto Jeaus, saying,

He owhom Thiou lovest is sick." But now he had
nef only been under the influence of the love of
Jens, but had'experienced iie mighty power in

being raised fromn the delad. Hence this, to him,
vas a fenast of love.

We learn aise that Martis and Mary were thoro,
and that "Martha nerved." Jesus loved thie pious
family, and it is very evident that they ail loved
thir Lord. But it was fitting that Martha should
be serving the table. This wvas characteristic of
the woman. Her expressions of gratitude must
take the foru of hard work. It iwas her nature to
bu " caroful about many things," oven at the ex-
pense of " the ene thing needful."

But Mary "e had chosen that good part which
should not bo taken away from her." Thus whilo
Martha was serving, and Simon and Lazarus wore
enjoying the company of their Lord and His
apostles, iho alon were preseut, Mary was prepar.
ing for the expressiou of lier love in a way that
ione present, aave the Lord Himself, could bave

thouîght of.
This supper, which had been made for Jeans and

Ris aposties, had doubtless cost both money and
labor, of which, no doubt, Mary had borne hier
part. But there wias more that Blio could do, and
she fait that abo must do ail she could, for she
loved her Lord. Hence this costly box of oint-
ment. Site uvidently had this by ber for the
occasion, and our Lord accepted it as a preparation
for His burial.

There were sone present who said this was a
waste of the ointment. It might have been sold
e and given te the poor." If those unkind words

btung the tender huart of Mary, the words of appro-
bation spoken by her Lord would net only put te
silence those who would censure lier, but would
cause ber toIrejoice that.her humble act, prompted
by love, was se acceptable te Him whom ahe loved.

Su pleased, was our Lord with this act that He
promised that " wheresoever this gospel shall be
preached throughout the whole world, this alao that
she hath donc shall bu spoken of as a memorial of
lier."

Why was this act se acceptable te Jesus that it
muat be "a poken of her " wherever the gospel is
preached it is important that we study this lesson
that we may learn how te offer acceptable service

with reverence and godly fear.'
While the Lord doubtless appreciated the ex.

pression of the love of Bis friends in Bethany in
making this supper for Him and His apostli, there
are no such words of approbation as are spoken of
the act of Mary. There must be some clear reaso.
for this. There must b in it some important
lesson else it would ntot have been handed down to
ail generations marked with the approbation of
heaven. To my mind, the answer te this question
is found in the words of Jesus at the head of this
article, " She bath done what she could." Others
may have donc munch. Somno, even, may have doue
more than ahe did ; but could have doue still more.
But Mary kept nothing back, She was wholly
consecrated te the service of lier Lord. This ex-
pression of love cost cunsiderable money. The
cet of this ointment is estimated te be from $45
in $50. However this may be, it ia evident Chat it
was " very costly." The lesson, thon, that we
should learn frein this incident ia thi : We should
always be ready to do all we can to promote the
cause of Christ on earth. Mary had the privilego
of doing this'act of love while ber Lord was yet on
earth, and heard froin bis own lips His words of
approbation. But though we caunot sec Him on
carth, we can just as acceptably offer te Him our.
best gifts as though He werehere with us in person.
" Insmuch as ye have doue it unto one of the least
of those, my brethren, yA have done it unte Me.",
This opporturity te do good wu always have. Shall
we improve it i Tho eamo who spoke those words
te Mary will speak te us in the great day of judg-
ment. Are wo doing whîat-we can te advauci the
cause of Christ? If not, He will net say, . Weil
donc," in that day. But if Wu are, He will say,

"Yo havo done wiat you could, enter into the
joy of your Lord."

Lut us net irait till wu como to dia before wo
mako ai effort te du good. - Mary did net know
ber Lord was te die su sen, yet He accepts lier
aet as the ast service of love te a dear friend. -Lot
us net wait till our frienda die beforo we say kind
words te tieum. Lot us net wait till, they get aick.
and ready te dia before we try te toil thmocf Jesus.
Lot us net coldly look on while mon and womnn,
are going down to deatht without Christ and with
-hold 0uir nmeans, by whiich the gospel rnay bo
.preached and souls saved. Whon we have done
what we cati to cheer those wbo are eaut-down;
when wo have done all vo can .to end the.go.spel,
te the unsaved; when we bave donc our.best tot
maintain the cause at home; when we haverdona.
our duty te our neighboraand families; in.a word, -

whtun it May bu said of us as it was said pf Mary,
" She hath done what ale could,I' thou, and thei-
only have we done our duty, and: the..righteouse
Judgo will thon b able to Bay te us, " Yom have.
been faithful over a few things, I will.make-thea
ruler over many things; enter thou into the joy of
thy Lori." E. .0. Foitn-

l'ort Williams, March 17, 1890.

MACJORIE1ES.

1 noticed, some time ago, a statomenti-aken fron.
the Christian Quarterly, the inport of whichwas
that Bro. Campbell was wrong -in bolieving and
teaching that majorities should rule. In the Mrch'
CHRISTIAN I noticed this statement: ",The -Lord
desires that everything dune by the church sbould
bh don iuaninoumsly. Se it was don by the
church long yours ago." How long ago the writer
did net say. It muet have been before Bro.
Campbell'a day, as ha was a believer in majorities,
ruling and acted upon it in ail thinga that tho Bible .
did net decide. The statemente.that there. was a
tine "longz yearA ao" when everything was dgue un-
animiously, may be a slip of the pen, eo wu.wiIl.not .
hold the writer responsible for the mistake. As aIl.
know that such a thing is imposible,,herehas,.
never bean, neithor can, ba, such.a thing.as-an.
organization acting. unaitimous'ly in ALL XUIOS..
Wo are commanded te be one in faith,.but novet
to b. one in opinions,. becauso: this is impossible. -
What we mean tosay is, that we, are.net ungnimous -
in our opinions,.and the only possible way toeact
unanimously is.for the minority te submitto the.
majority. Instead of the troubles and confusions.
airising. frein this rule, they arise:frominthe.violatione
of it, i, e., when the minority insist on the. majority.,
yielding their judgment. There is.nqt.achurch
t(-day is existence that.has any strength.or succees.,
that does net net on this principle of the majority
ruling. In fact it me net possible fer any organiza-
tien to prosper in .any other way. Wben the
minorit.y insist on ruling, thn destruction,..must
necessarily follow. Ail-co-operative work.must. b .
accomplished by this rua. Te teach different4ron
this is like the theor'y of repentance before faith.
It may be taught but caunot be,practiced. l know
a church -that needs a meting-bousae very:.much
indeed, but cannot gat one because the minnority
will not.submit Io the majority. The majcrity
want the bouse in one locality and the minority
waut it in another locality, neither party. is able te
build the house without the assistance of the other
-and se they are obliged to worahipin the.old
bouse. This is only one case out of many where
ail succesas is blocked, sinply' bocauso, the chùirch
will not-yield te (he notions of a fe. The«e.is=no
lover cf the.church of Christ Who will demand or,
expect that the church will submit te hisnotions
or wants unlees thoy. can sec t is beta. .

The same mistake .la made in the funotions of
oilcors, It -ie said-" tha eiders should rule,', a"d
yét we :are told there should- not be "eue o n


