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to stand up in tho meeting for the prayors of God’s
peoplo.  Four little onex steed up, Their ngos
ranged probably, from ten to sixtven years. Aftor
they stood up the clergyman asked the peoplo to
pray for them—all to pray for theme—pray unitedly.
Agonizo with God that He may be willing to give
them the blessing of salvation—that he may adopt
them into His family,

Thonghts came to me something like the follow-
ing: What a travesty on the character of God }
What an erroncous impression must have been
mado on tho minds of those young persons if thoy
wore capable of reasoning? Does God have to bo
made willing to give aalvation by the importunitics
of His poopie? Is not God as good as we are ! Is
not His lovo as great as ours? Is not His love
greater than oura? Is not Ris lave to those child-
ren as great as tho love of that cletgyman ¢ lIs it
not groator 7 Has Ho not loved them and proved
His love-in the gift of His Son ?

Has He not provided salvation and offered not
only to those little ones, but to all, without money
and withoutprice ? Why then mislead them ¢ Why
deceive them?  Why not tell them to accept salva.
tion ag it i offored in the gospel, where the way is
too plain to bo mistaken ?

Ho anys, *“ Come unto me, all you who labor and
are heavy laden, ard ~ will give you rest.” The
way ie plain. The directions are without fault,
The promises aro sure. Why not, then, come to
Him?

The prophets of Baal agonized.
tuned. Their zoal was marvolous,
vain. Why? Bucause it was utterly voluntary.

Elijah made a little quiet prayer for the suke of
the people. But Elijah was acting by divine authox-
ity, hence no mevd of agonizing. When people
to-day comply with the conditions of salvation, no
néed of'agoniziag, salvation will be theirs.

Prayer-is oll right, when it is in accordance with
the will of God. But when wo pray without divine
authority'we will not receive becauss wo agk amiss,
und’ they -who trust our prayers will bo deceived.

0.B.E.

They impor-

“SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD.”

MARK xiv. 8.

That was indeed a very pleasant company thal
sat down ‘‘in the house of Simon tho leper,”
where 'a ‘ supper ™ had becn preparcd for Jesus.
The time, r'ace and company combined to make
this social gathering intensely interesting to all
conterned. The esrth life of Jesus was drawing to
a ¢close, and He was now on His way to Jerusalem
where He was to be offered up for the sins of the
people. The place—Bethany—was a quiet village
where our Lord had often found rest and quiet in
the home of Lazarus, with his sisters, Marths and
Mary. ' The company was made up of those who
evidently loved our Jord, and would improve
any and every opportunity to express their grati-
tude for the great blessings enjoyed from His hand.

Lot us'pause a moment and consider those who
composed this pleusant company. Of Simon tho
leper, at whoss house they wero assembled, we
know nothing beyond the fact that he had been a
leper and one whom probably Jesus had cleansed,
and & near neighbor of His most intimate friends,
Lazavus and his sistors. It was doubtless his love
for his great benefactor that prompted him to
open his house for this special feast made by the
friends of Jesus for Him and His disciples.

Then thero was Lazarus whom He had raised
from the dead. This man had evideutly loved his
Lord befcre ho had sickoned and died. When ho
was taken sick his sisters sent unto Jesus, aaying,
#¢ He whom Thou lovest is sick.” But now he had
nof only been under the influence of the love of
Jetus, but had’ experienced His mighty power in

It was all in.

being raised from the dead. Hence this, to him,
was u foast of love,

We learn rlso that Martha and Mary wete thoro,
and that ¢*Marthaserved.” Jesus loved thie pious
family, and it is vory evident that they ull loved
their Lord. DBut it was fitting that Martha should
bo serving the table. This was characteristic of
the woman. Her expressions of gratitude must
tako the form of hard work, Xt was her nature to

‘bo *“careful about many things,” even at the ex-

pense of ¢ the one thing needful.”

But Mary ‘“had chosen that good part which
should not be takon away from her.” 'Chus while
Martha was serving, and Simon and Lazarus were
enjoying the company of their Lord and His
apostles, who also were present, Mary was propar-
ing for the ezpression of her love in a way that
none present, save the Lord Himself, could have
thought of.

This suppoer, which had been made for Jesus and
His apostles, had doubtless cost both money and
labor, of which, no doubt, Mary had borne her
part. But there wns more that she could do, and
sho folt that she must do all she conld, for she
Joved her Lord. Hence this costly box of vint-
ment. She evidently had this by her for the
occasion, and our Lord accepted it as a preparation
for Ris burial.

There were some present who said this was a
wasto of the ointment. It might have boon sold
‘“ and given to the poer.” If those unkind words
stung the tender heart of Mary, tho words of appro-
bation spoken by her Lord would not only put to
silencoe those who would censure her, but -would
cause her torejvice that her humble act, prompted
by love, was 8o acceptable to Him whom she loved.

8o pleased: was our Lord with this act that He
promised that ‘¢ wheresoever this gospel shall be
preached throughout the whole world, this also that
she hath done shall be spoken of as a memorial of
her.”

Why was this act so acceptablo to Jesus that it
must be ‘‘ spoken of her ” wherever the gospel is
preached } 1tisimportant that we study this lesson
that we may learn how to offer acceptable service

¢ with roverence and godly fear.”

While the Lord doubtless appreciated the ex-
pression of the love of His friends in Bethany in
making this suppor for Him and Hisapostlos, there
are no such words of approbation as ure spoken of
the act of Mary. There must be somo clear reason
for this. There must be in i some important
lesson elee it would not have been handed down to
all generations marked with the approbation of
heaven. To my mind, the answer to this question
is found in the words of Jesuz at the head of this
article, ¢ Sho hath done what ahe could.” Others
may have done much. Somo, oven, may have done
more than she did; but could have done still more.
But Mary kept nothing back. She was wholly
consecrated to the service of her Lord. This ex-
pression of love cost counsiderable money. The
cost of this oiutment is estimated to be from S45
to §50. Bowever this may be, it is avident that it
wag ‘ yery costly.” The lesson, then, that we
should learn frown thisincident is this: We should
always be ready to dv all we can to promote the
causge of Christ on earth. Mary had the privilege
of doing this'act of love while her Lord was yet on
earth, and heard from his own lips His words of
approbation. But though wo canoot see Him on
earth, we can just as acceptstly offer to Him our-
boest gifts asthough He werehere with us in person.
** Inasmuch as ye havo done it unto one of the least
of these, my brethren, ya have done it unto Me.”
This opporturity to do good we always have. Shall
we improve it? The same who spoke those words
to Mary will speak to us in the great day of judg-
ment. Aro wo doing what we can to advauca the
causo of Christ? If not, He will not say, * Well

‘done,” in that day. But if wo are, He will say,

You have done what you could, onter into the
joy of your Lord.”

Let ua not wait till wo como to die befor» wo
make an effort to do good. - Mary did not know
hor Lord was to die sv soon, yet He accepts her
act as tho laat sorvice of love to a doar friend. -Let
us not wait till our frisnda die bofore we say kind
words to them. Let us not wait till they get sick.
and ready to die before we try to tell them of Jesua.
Lot us not coldly look on while men and women;,
are going down to death without Christ and with~ .
‘hold our means, by which the gospel may be -
.preached and souls saved. When we have done
what we con. to cheor those who are cast-down;
when wo have done all e can to send the.gospel.
to the unsaved; whon we have dono our-best tus
maintain tho cause at homa; when we have.done.
our duty to our neighbors-and familivs; in.a word, .
when it may be said of us as it was said of Mary,
¢ She hath done what she could,” theu, and theu-
only have we done our duty, and. tho-rightevus,
Judgo will then be able to say to us, ¢ Yon have.
“been faithful over a fow things, I will -make thee
rulor over many things; enter thou into the joy of .
thy Lowa,” E..C. Forp..

Port Williams, March 17, 1890, :

MAJORITIES.

I noticed, some timo ago, astatoment<iaken from.
the Christian Quarterly, the import of which.was.
that Bro. Campbell was wrong .in believing and
teaching that majorities should rule.. fn the Murch:,
CuristiaN I noticed this statement: ¢.The Lord
desires that everything done by the church ahould
be done unanimously. So it was done by the
church long years ago.” How long ago the writer
did not say. It must have been before Bro.
Campbell's day, as he was a believer in majorities,
ruling and acted upon it in all things that the Bible .
did not decide.  Thoe statemont, that. there - was a
time ‘‘long yearsago” when everything was dope un- .
animously, may be a slip of the pen, go wa.willnot .
hold the writer responsible for the mistake, As all.
know that such a thing is impussible, there.has. .
never been, neither can, be, such.a thing as.an.
organization acting. unauimously in ALy THINGS: -
Wo are commanded -to be one in faith, .but novet
to be-one in opinions,. because. this is impoasible, :,
What we mean togay js, that.we are-not unanimous.
-in our opinions,.and tho only possible way, to act -
unanimously is for the minority to submit.to the.
majority. Instead of the troubles and confunonn
arising frota this rule, they arise from-the vqua.uon 1.
of it, %, e., when tho minority insist on the majority.,
yielding thejr judgment. There is.not a.church
to-day is existence that.has uny strength.or success. .
that does not act on this principle of the majority
ruling. In fact it 18 not pussible for any organiza-
tion to prosper in.any other way. When the
minority insist on ruling, then destruction,must
necessarily follow.  All-co-operative work must. be
accomplished by this rule. To teach different:from
this is like tho theory of repentance before faith.
1t may be taught but cannot be practiced. I know
a church that needs a-mueting-house very-much.
indeed, but cannot get one because the minority -
will not.submit to the msjority. The muajecrity
want the house in one locality and the minority
waut it in another locality, neither party.is able to
build the house without the assistance of the other

.—and 8o they are obliged to worship.in the.old

house. This is only one case out of mauvy where
all success is blocked, sitnply’ becauso. the church
will not.yiold to the notions of a few. Thergeis-no
lover of the.church of Christ who. will demand or.
oxpect that the church will submit to his notiona
or wanis uwnless thoy.can see.it is boat,

The samo mistake .is made in the funotions of
officors; It.is said-“ the- elders should rule, n}d

yét we :aro told. there should not be ** one man:



