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With this issue Tnr Briesit Corvvnia
CouMmiitc1al Jotenal enters upon its
third year of publication. We Legin the
new year as we began the last, with the
resolution of doing our best to prowote
the comuercial welfare of the Provinee of
British Colambia. Luoking back over the
past we see bat little to regret, and inno
instance do we feel constrained to recall
one expression of opinion relating to any
important  matter discussed  in these
columns.  QOur opinions have at various
times undergone slisht chaanges, but only
ia the direction of stronger couviction in
the reforms we advocated. T'hat we have
fulfilled our mission is borne out by the
fact that notwithstanding the general
stignation of trade during the year, we
have received the hearty and liberal sup
po:t of the commercial commaunity. We
are thankful that in the main our policy
has been endarsed by men of influence and
stunding in the Province., T Comaun-
cral Jourexaln begins the new yearof its
existenee with the fiem determination of
maintaining our position as one of the
leadisye exponents of commercial progress
in the Dominion of Canad-..

THE CANADY WESTERN,

Ia some qua.ters there appears to be an
impression that because Tur Covvnn
cru Jovnrxa has  deemed it to be
its dury to auggest several questions to
and to wake certain remarks concerning
the Canada Western Raiiway, it is opposed
to the enterprise. On the contrary, so far
from being opposed to it the project itself
lias hind no warmer advocacy than it has
haad i these eolumns, Lutas a friend
and as a friend only - desiring that the
undertaking should not prove abortive we
have pointed out, whercin, in our opinion,
greater safisfaction caald be afiorded all
partiex concerned and if that were possible
e hands of the promoters strengthened.
This is why and why only our courae has
been that 1o which exception has been
taken.

CONCERNING TENDERS,

Tn spite of the fact that they haed adver
tised for tenders for the collection of the
city taxes and were hound to award the
contract to the lowest properly qualified

“tenduict, the nembers of the city council
scem to have been afraid todo what was
their manifest duty.  Thev should, on
openingthe tenders, have been prepared

| .
to vote on them man fashion, instead of
which they acted in the most unheard of

{ mannes in connection with such matters,
y the resuit being that the objects of tende

ping were a'together lost sight of, and the
highest offer was accepted.  Besides, in
stead of vuting, they ballotted, asif afraid
of theirnction.  Was thiva busiuess pre
ceeding, and can it on any grounds
be justified? The parties to it will
have to explain themselves and the sooner
the better, the opinion in many quarters
being that they had made up their minds
before hand and only wanted some way
of getting round a difliculty which they
fully recognized.

THE VANCOUVER ELECI'ION,

It has not been announced whether or
not Mayor Haslam would acceept the
nomination which has been tendered him
by the Nanaimo miners for the cominz
glection for the political district of Van.
couver. Ib seems to us that no matter
who the candidate may be who comes
out under their auspices, no time should
be lost in putting forward and emphasiz-
ing his claims, as already a  vigorous
canvasgs is being made by a gentleman,
whom the miners as a bady would regard
as the one who, of all others, has the
least possible claim on their sympathy and
support. Morcover, as the paid employec
and political representative of one of the
provincial monopolies ne would appear
to be in no sense the man who should be
returned as a member of the Dominion
Parlinment.

COMMERCLAL CONVENTION.

Last year, at the thirty-second annual
meeting of the Association of Chambers of
Commerce of the United Kingdom, Briti<h
Columbia had a representative in  the
person of JMr. Robert Ward, while othar
parts of Canada and some of the other
colounies, including New South Wales, in
the person of its premicry, Sir George Dibbs,
were heard from.  Then matiers of Imn
perial tinde importance were discussed,
and upon several 1opics & by no means
unimportant. dcliverance was made from
this pro.ince. The thirty third annual
mecting of the Association comes of) in
London on the 21st, 22nd and Zird instant.
Among the topics on the order paper is
the following resolution adopted by tha
Dominion Parlicmient: **That if and
when, the Parliament of Great Bratain and
Ircland adwits Canadian products to the
markets of the United Kingdom upon
more favorable terms than it accords to
the products of foreign countries, the
Parliament of Cauada will be prepared to
accord corresponding advantages by a
substantial reduction in the duties which
" fwposes upon British  manufactured
roodx.”

This resolution is given special promi-
nence by the Birmingham Chamber of
Commerce which, in reference to it
sets  forth  “that inasmuch ss
the ovinion of this meeting the futnre
prosperity of British commcrce must
increasingly depend on our commercia)
relations withour colonies * ~ * * we
hereby urge upon the Goverawent the

necessity of taking Cannda’s invitation

into their immediate and most scrlous
consideraticn.”  No doubt Sir Charles
Tupper will take occasion to be present
and supplement the resolution and recom-
mendation which is also endorsed hy the
Chamber of Commerce of Middlesborough ;
but we trast his ** boy " will not presume
to obtrude hins.¢Mf, lust he might- as he
frequently does put his foot in it and do
more karm than good. We should beglad
to hear of the Premier a<stending, as there
are other problems to come forward in
whose ultimate solution we are materially
interested. Amoug these are landlords’
preferential claims for rent, the bank-
raptey law and the decimal system,

oUR MINERAIL RESOURCES.

Handel's Muscum having stated that
Russia is the only source of supply for
platinum Matheson & Grant, of Locdon,
Lo, have written the Chamber of Com-
meree Journal, that such is not the case,
they having a sample of the article from
mines in British Columbia, which are in
full operation, and from which i consider-
able quantity has been sold in London
during the last two  yars, as much s
1000 t9 1,500 ozs. having been annually
produced since 1836, all from placer
mining. It is added, *“from the present
hydraulic wmining the production, it is
anticipated, will be considerably in.
creagsed.” ‘This incident shows the advisa-
bility of the utmost possible publicity
being given to the resources of the Prov.
ince, of which but few even of our own
people have any adequate idea. In con-
nection with this matter, we ure pleased
to notice that the Provincial Government
have undertaken to collect iind compile all
the information that has been obtiained
by the loug series of exploratory and
zoological surveys made under the
auspices of the Dominion Government as
well as Ly the expeditions commniissioned
by the Province, -nd all possible infor-
mation that bas been sccured and s
obtainable from private sources,

The work isonecof nesmalimagnitudebut,
as Surveyor Genceral Kaius Las announced
in his recommendation, it will, with the
aid of a map and other reliable data with
which it is proposed to supplement it,
clearly set forth all the natural pro-
duction of ciach district.  The task has
been entrusted to Mr, A, L. Poudrler,
who has in the past conducted a number
of imporiant provincial surveys. The
plaa proposed according to the semi-
oflicial announcement is *‘to takec up first
the various districts and to describe them
a8 to topography, timber, and so on. The
watersheds, rivers, and basins will be
shown at the various locations of min-
crals. The mincrals will afterwards be
treated in a separate chap er, they being
classitied under gold, silver, coal, ctc.,
with particulars as to where they are
found, and references as to the districts
of which gencral information is givea.”

No doubt the volr-ne or volumes will
form a work of con derable magaitnde
and will cost a large sum to produce,
although even that will be comuparatively
small as compared with what it might have
bLeen were it not possible for the provines
tu takc advantage of what has been done
under the auspices of the Dominion Geo-

logical survey Ly such men as Mesars,



