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"A CAT MIY LOOK Ar A ]KING."
flY EDWARD 1. 8TEVENSON.

Many thousand years ago, wvien mnn
and beasts and birds ail dwelt together
in good-felloîvship and spoke the sanie
tongue, it carnto about that the King of
thec great country of Nessuni Luogo took
it inito hlis royal head to invite the
the Bear, the stag, the Ape, and tho Cat,
îvith inany other creaturcs, to corne and
live at court wjth hlm. The Bear lie
created Minister of war ;the Stag lie
made Chief Postrnan ; the Ape becarne
Lord Chancellor, and the Cat merely a
Confidential Chamberlaint. Nor did
several of the other animals lack good
positions.

But flot long had tbey ail enijoyed these
honors before the Ape, a usual, began
scheniing how to get loto botter credit
with the King- and the court than the
other beasts, and especfally Ilow to cause
tho Bear, the Stag, and the Cat to Jose
the royal favor., This occupied hiiîn day
and niglit.

After long reflection lie settled upon a
plan. One fine day lhe slyly remnarked to
the King, "lMay it please your Majesty,
do you not thinkl it would lie aniusing to
hold a grand trial of skill ini the palace
this evening, at which each of us creatures
beginning with rny Lord Bear, Lord Stag,
Chiarnbeshuin Cat, and your dovoted
servant, shahl each performn sorne trick
for the common pleasure 2

'Ilxcellent !"I answered the King,
srnilinig ''"for 1 ni told that many of
you are wonderfully brilliant."

" And," continued the wily Ape,
"lu order to prevent any practicing be-

forehland, let that feat which ecd is to,
atternpt be jotted down upon a piece of
paper, andl let that paper ho tightly f old-
cd lt, and not lianded to the proper
animial until the moment his turni
arrives."~

IlVery good," rcsponded lis Majesty.
"But, you sec, 1 know nct what each
one of you can mobt cleverly do. Do you,
therefore, iny Lord Ape, devise a fcat for
ecd, and write it within thc papers."

Now this wvas precisely whiat the Ape
had rnost desired. Neverthelesa, hie
craftily exclainied, IlOh, niy Lord King,
1 fear tit 1 too will makeo great bluiders
if I do tItis. Yet if your Majosty will
solemanly promise not to tell any one that
1 and not you inscribed the commands
within the papers, wliy, 1 will prepare
themn."I So the King innocentiy promised.
Away giided the Ape te' plan tie deeds for
the evening.

Now the ciever and quiet Cat, sitting
motioniess beneath the royal chair, had
overheard ail this conversation. " Aha V'
thought ho to hiisalf ; Ilse that is your
trick my Lord Ape ! But 1 will get the
better of it and yeu, or it shahl go hard
with me."

Locked in his chamiber, the evil Ape
wrote down for each beast, except bis
mean self, something quite impossible
for that particular animal te perform.

But for himself lie merely wrote that
hie should make to the King and ail the
court a low and gracefl bow ! The Cat
iistened eagerly at the key-hole, and by
hearing him speil each word aloud slowiy
(for the Ape was flot a good spolier) lie
easily gathered what each creature was
expected to do. Re resoivod to tell no-
body, however ; lie had a botter scheme
behind his whiskers.

When thc ovenîng was corne anld supper
was over, the King, the Court and the
animais assembled in the great hall. The
King's only daugliter, the beautiful Prin-
cess Squigita, occupied a steol of lionor
next the throne as a gracious spectator.

Great was the surprise of aIl, save the
Ape and the Cat, wlien the King an-
nouncet: liw tie evening would bc passod,.
and pullcd from behind the tirone a gold
crown filled with many tightly folded
papers.

But before lie Majesty couid open the
'very &art, the Cat atlepped modestly for-

ward and said, pleasantly :May it pleaso
your Majesty and the court, 1 have beard
this plan for to-nigit's sp>ort. Wliatsoc-ver
shall fail to my lot to atteînpt, giadly will
I undertake. But do you itot think it
ouglit to be also commandcd tiat who-
soever shahl succce(i in bis task s3hah be
given a prizo ; white, sliould any of us
fA.il iii tic contcat, hie shall be driveni out
from the palace ini disgrace, and neyer be
perrnittod to look upon your royal face
again Il

"Well suggested 1 ", exclainied thc
King "I and, inoreover, if anly other
heast presenit accomplishes itinstead,why,
lie shaîl receive thc rcward. This is just."

To fliese rules ail flhe courtiers agreod.
The Ape hadl listencd, laugliing wickcdly.
The King arose and unfolded thc fir%t
paper. Insido it thc Ape hîad writtcn,

"To iny Lord Stag". Let imii ieal) boldiy
to the floor, iead first, front the golden
balcony above the throne. "

'Vio poor Stag, ini utter fear, advanced
tiniidly. He looked first up), then down.
For the golden balcony was more tian
fourscore feet above the hall pavement,
and one julnp thence would undoubtedly
smnash to bits lus beautiftil borns, anid
break every one of bis four thin and long
legs-to, say nothing o)f bis neck.

"Alas, iny Lord King," lie was fain to
faiter out, 'I cati not attempt titis tliing."I

IlCan you, my Lord Bear f or you,
Lord Ape ?f or you niy noble Chamnberlain
Cat?"I inquired the King. Botli tic
othor two creatures could not but decline.
But the Cat, exclaiming rnrrily, " Witlî
picasure, your Royal Mýajesty," darted
down the hall and up into thc balcony,
and had leaped down and landed upon ail
four feet unhurt (after the fasiion of all
cats front the beginning of the world),
before the King and court could realize
wliat liad occurred. The bail rang witli
applause. The Apo angrily muttered to
hixoseîf.

P>resto 1 The King unfohded another
paper Il To mny Lord Bear," it rau.
-Run around swiftly enougi to catch

your owni tait."
A stifled laugli aroso. Of course the

poor Bear, lu addition to ail bis clumsi-
tiess, hiait no tait worth speaking about to
ursue. lie blushied and belzged to ho

excused, reflecting sorrowfully on ]lis
exile. But if lie was se unfortuitate,
iieither did thc Stsg nor the Ape possess
a tait long enougli to catch. The Ape
frowrned angrily, indeed, as the Cat, upon
tic royal nod, bouuded bof ore the throne,
and began s0 merry a race, ending in the
capture of the flying tait, tiat ail the
cout laughcd till their sides achied. The
Princess Squisita's coiffure shook down, a
total wreck, from lier vigorous clapping,
and the King, enclianted, was obliged to
gasp out, "Chamberlain, Chamberlain,
pray cease, or 1 shahl expire with laugli-
ing " I The Ape secretly sliook lis wither-
cd fist at the Cat as the latter roceivcd the
ricli gif t the lucklosa Lord Boar had tost.

ITo the Chamberlain Cat," read his
Majesty, from flic third papor. " lLet
hinm sing a beautiful and sweet song.

Now up to those days the eat tribe liad
been able to meroly mew, and that very
gently, save when conversing in the
language of the court. Neyer a loud note
liad they been known to utter. Conceive,
t heu, tie fury of thc jealous Ape and the
delighted surprise of ail the audience,
wien the cat modestly replied, IlWith
pleasure, your Royal Majesty; for 1 hiave
hitherto concealed from ail world a great
gif t. I will now sing my most wonderf ni
song."I And with tliat did the Cat open
his mouti and sing loudly one of those
splendid serenades te whici. evening after
evoning have our back yrds and roofs re-
soundcd.

The Priucess Squisita blushed deeply
as, witi bowed hoad ahe kept lier toarful
eyes fixed upon the singer, for lis song
coiitinued muore than one flattering al-
lusion te the graces and charms of lier
Royal Highness, and the tender effeet
they produced on any one »ho behld
them. She toyed withi the louto i il ploasing
confusion. As for the deliglited King and
iioourtiors, they listened until the stre.ins

affccted thîeîn quite too muchi, whereuîon
]lis Majesty begged the nîinstrel to stop.
So again was the Cat a basliful victor, anid
lie btepped aside.

Thc King unfolded the fourth paper.

"lTo my Lord Apo," it begaýn. "'Lot
ihim advance before tic tlirone, and inake
bis lowcst and most gr.iceful bow."I

The Ape forgot his wratb, and came
forth pompously. He lient s0 low tint
lus hands rested upon the floor, as do the
lîands of bis kind to-day. But, Io wbcn
lic would have raised Iijoiiself upriglit, lic
founid tliat ta o pieces cf strong wax lad
been placed just wherc lie l'ad pressed
lus palms. Vainly did le strive te risc.
Tic King and ail tic spectators burst into
loi.A and long laugliter at the sigit of hits
desperate writhings. The King grew
inîdignant, and finally onriged, supposiug
tlîat the Ape was acting sorne piece of
buflooncry as an insuit te him.

"lTake the odious cecature away, some
of you, " lie thundered out. I wiil have
no more of se graccless, so unmannerly a
knave." Tic miscrable Ape was pulled
front the floor, biowling. Easy is it to
Imagine iow tic Cat quickly sprang out,
after thte Beir and thc Stag lîad alike
declined to redeem their tost crodit ;and
thbat lio, keeping warily clear of that
dreadfui wax, miade Be elegant al series of
bows, and, sitting in a dignified position
niion lus tail, waved te ail present suci
graceful saIntes witli bis paws, thalt tic
court wero iin raptures.

" Enougli," said the Kinîg, starting up
and tearing up aIl tic crownful of papor.
" You are ail stupid, awkwark, ill-bred
animais, tic Cat alonte excepted. 1 will
witncss ne more of your wretcied efforts.
Away. eue and ail cf you, and nover let
tue catch one of you in rny presence or
raising ]ls eyas te me again ! Upen you
alone, mont accoîtiplished and delightfuh
Lord Chamberlain Cat, shahl ny royal
favor bc lavishied for evermore ; and sitîce
yon have soînotimes hinted tiat it would
please you te change your bachelor con-
dition, wlîy, tie iand cf rtuy beauteous
daugliter, the Princess Squisita, shahl go
aiong with it. Hencefortlî only Cats
shalh bave a rigit te dweil ln the bîouses
cf mon, and oniy a Cat may look at a
King."

And thus and tlius on]y was it that thc
famous proveri arose, and lence it is that
oniy a Cat to-day is ctîtitled te stare
royalty out cf coutîtenance. As for thue
defeated Ape his struggles te rise from
that fatal bow before tic tirone per-
manentiy inj ured lis backbone, for ever
since ne ape lias been able te stand par-
fectly uprigit.

A Dog at the Telephone.
Tho telephone lias enabled a physician,

several tniles away, te detect whetier a
chid iad tic croup. Tic chîild's mouti
was hld near te tic monti-pioceocf tic
instrument, and thie physician heard it
cougli. But more singular thak this is
tic followî*ng, caeo og recognizing its
master's voice tirougi tic telephone:
Jack is a coachi dog tiat fonnd lis master
by telephone. Iu some way Jack gel lest,
and fortnnateiy was fonnd by one cf ]lis
master's friendi, who went te his office
and askcd by telepione if tic man liad
lest his dog. " Yes, where is ie î" was
tie reply "He is liere. Suppose you
eaul him tirongi tic telephone."' Tic
dog's car wais piaced ever tic ear-pioce
and lis master said, IlJack 1 Jack 1 how
are you, Jack 1" Jack instantly recog-
nized thc voice and began te ycii. lie
licked tic teleplione fondly, soeming te
think his master was inside tic machine.
At tic ether end cf tic hune tic gentle-
men recognized the familiar barks, and
shortly afterward le reached lis frieud'a
office te claimt his preporty.- Sidney
(-Au.stra fia) Bye.

Tha Duke cf Wellington, on being
asked by Lord Warncliffe, "ls drunken-
niens, lu your opinion, tic great parent cf
ail crime in the British army Î' replied,
"lInvariably 1"

SCENES IN TANGIERS.

Strango Elittis in the StreeS of tha
Morocco Capital.

Just below tic hotel and outside the
gate of the City is thc soko or nmarket-
place. On Suîîdays and Tiursdays it is
filled with a motlcy crowd, who bring
L ame, meat, cggs, fowl, and othier pro-
visions fromn tho surroutidiug country.
if la bocre that Gibraltar obtains its sup-
plies.

flore you soc tic genuine Bedouin
Arab. Wild and clirty as hoe is, lie ts
dlean when compared with theo horrid-
looking mon front the Riff coast, desieiid-
ants cf tic old pirates. They arc wild
and untanied, anîd fiercer than w'iid atut-
niaIs. Titoy do net eveti cever thicir lîcads.
Their hîeads are clesehy shîavcd aftcrle-
ing a lock by whlîi tlucy forvelîthy bo-
lievo thiat Moliammed will pull thin up
t,, heaveii. Theu Joes tire very ticînrous.
T]îcy are known by t ]loir peculiar dresses.
Thîcy cringo te the dust and put up w itit
every itîsult 50 as to romain itn Tai-
giors.

Tic noise anîd din iii the niarkct-phaco
is infernal. At toast five tlîousauid tongues
are at work. You eaii lardly force yoor
way througli the crowvd. Once oii the
outskirts you are host iin great lords cf
catthe and strings cf loadod donkeys front
Brrba-v. Titese little creatures carry
wcndcrful loads. Tley hook amaill by tîe
side cf tic caniels. Those aninials, re.
hieved of thcir loads, arc lying dowvi ini a
cirche with thîcir fore-legs tied together.
Near them arc îîumbers cf goatskiîi tents,
filthy in the extrenie, anid only hîiglî
eieugi te sit umîdor. The confusion is
terrible. Some of tlic mon are baligittg
on drums, and etliors arc phaying the
kintali, whiclî is infinitoly ivorse titan the
Moorisi druin.

On passing tlurouglu twe gates ivo camne
te a founitain. It was surroutuded by a
moit cf wator-carriers. Tattored rags
fluttered over thîcir naked legs. Tlîey
fouglit fiercely for precediice iii tilliiig
thîcir water sius. W<îtuî wlie faces
wero covered with. thec exception cf an oye
crouched oii thîe ground ticar liy, selling
bread. Tic magnificent Moor imn flowmmg
whîite robe and spoticss turban, strutted
inajestically by, not deigtîing to cast lus
huaugluty giatîce at ns. 'The streets
swarnied witl chlîdren in varions cos-
tumes. Tic snîali sliops were packed
witlî metu sitting cross-leggcd. Above,
below, around, and beneati tîcre wasi
dirt of every description. Fortumîatehy
for us, tic vijýr suiclîs iad been tenîpered
by recent raiif. In sumner tic stoîîcl is
said te ho almnost unhearable.

This mornîng wc were awakened eariy
by a great noise. We heard cries, sbouts,
and beating cf drunîs, tic firing of guns,
and the steady tramp of animais, biped
and quadrnped. Tiesje were tic thons-
ands wio lîad filied thîe "soko" rcturning
te their liome iu Fez, Morocco, and tic
groat dcsert of Sahara. There is, lîow-
evor, a dense residetît population.-Cor.
New York San.

Feline Prescience,
I muet give a fact wiici was communu-

catod te me many years ago by an old
physician, cf wiich the good old man as-
sured me lie was an oye witness. Itn bie
lieuse wcrc two old cats, oaci witl a lit-
ter cf kittens but a few days old. One of
tic catse was very young, ut was lier first
litter, and tic old cat was bier motior.
It was neticed tiat the youngcr cat did
net seenl well. Eaci one iad licr litter
by lierseif, altieugi botl wore in tic
samne reem. As tic old cat lay suckling
lier own litter tic young cat canme te lier
inotier and niade a low mewing, tien
went te ber own litter. Thc old cat foi-
lowed hier imnîediateiy began removing
tic grand-kittens, adding tiemt te lier
own. Tic truti was, sice lad adopted
tiem, and iseemingly at tic requ est cf
their motier, for net many minutes more
lad elapsed before tley were orphaned by
their mother'n death.


