2

TOWN

AND COUNTRY.

S S .-_,-__._..-. _.,,.E... —— e

e

Poultry and Pigeons.

ODD PLUMAGED PIGEONS,

v m—

BY JAMES 0. LYELL.

.

The frizzled pigeon, or Friesland runt, as it was for-
merly called, is not a runt of the large kind, but a bird
of the mize and shape of & common pigeon. Moore
writes of it as follows : ** This pigeon comes trom Fries-
land, and is one of the larger sort of 1aiddle-sized runts.
Its feathers stands all reverted, and I can't ses for what
it oan be adwmired, except for its Ugliness,” So far, Mr.
Moore, whose successors, Mayor and QGirton, fcllow on
the same atring with variations, both adding that these
pigoons were, in their time, very scarce in England.
The Friesland runt—which name I merely uss because
i$ was formerly so called, aud becauca it mattera littie
what name it goes by 8o long as it is not that of another
pigeon—must have become extinct in Eugland ; but of
late it has resppeared from abroad. 1t is known in Ger-
many as the Lockentaube, where it is said to be rare,
and Newmeister says it came from l{ungary. Itis
smoaoth-bended, and usually stooking-legged, witbont
muoh feath on the toes. In oolor it is gonerally
blue or mwealy, but [ have soen tnrbit marked ones, with
bronsed black shoualders. Its feathering is analogous
to that of the frizsled fowls or Sebartopol guese, that is
reverted, making it appear to have been outin a oyclone,
This appearance is owing to the concave surface of the
feathers, more especinlly those of the wing coverts and
back, being outward instead of inward, or next the body
As in other pigeons. On 1ts reiuvtrodustion into Eng-
land, where it has not been very ancommon for some
yoars back, and where it has done some winuing in the
“ Any other Variety ” olacses, it was called by the nare
of another pigeon, one of an opposite character to it,
the frillbasck. This was the more inexcusable, as the
frillback was not extinot in England. If any pigeon ree
quires a new name, it is this one; being neither a :unt
nor & frilllback, it may be appropriately named the
frissled pigeon.

The firet mention of the frillback was in the **Trea-
tise on Pigeons,” dedicated to Jobn Mayor, published
in 1768. As the description in very good, concise and
olear, I repruduoe it, * The frillback is something less
in aize than a dragoon, and in shape like the common
runt; their color generally (if not alwayr) white; and
what is chiefly remarkable in theam is the turn of their
teathers, which appear as il every one &-tiucuy had
been raised at the extremity with a small, round-point-
od instrument, in such manner as to form a smail cavity
in each of them.” The frillback, which is the German
Strupp oder Perltaube, bristle or pearl pigeon. is said to
be a native of the Netherlands, and Breant met with {t
in Saxony. It isof the size of a common fleld pigeon,
and desoribed as always pure white in color, with an
oravge or gravelly red iris.  As far as I 6an remember,
thowss I have saen were dark iun thbe irides; but a yellow
or red eye would look well enough. I believe thie vari-
oty is always white, and 1 have never seen it of any
other feather. They are turned-crowned and smooth.
Jogged. Their peouliar appearance is oaused by the
ende of their festhers, more especially those of the wing
soverts and secondaries, being orimred as it by a pair of
eurling tongues, as Brent desoribes it. Tuis appearance
is often seen in & loss degree on hard feathered pigeons
like dragoons. As Brent says, the fiillback must not
be eenfused with the Friesland runt, with whioch it has
nothing whate7er in common,

The lace pigeon is another variety, distingutshed,
like the frinsled and frillback pigeons, by the peouliar
formativa of its feathers. It has its prototype in the
silky fowl of Obiaa and Japsn, which enrly travellers
ealled a fow], beuring Lair or wool on its budy instead
of feathers, This pigeon was unkvowu to Moore, and
was 8rst deseribed in our pigeou literaturc in the Trea-
sios, wheze a very good plate of it sy be seen, It is
lessribod e white in culor, tarn-crownud, nua valued on

* the fibres or web of which appear disunited from each
other throughout tiecir whole p'umage, and not in the
lcast counceted, a8 is comruon with all other pigeons,
where they form a smooth close feathers.”

The lace pigeon, which is known in France s the
Pigeon Sois (silky pigeon), and iu (termany ns the Seidcn-
haartaube (silken-bsired pigeon), is of mmuch the same
size and bearing aa tho common field pigeon. It is al-
most always puro whi‘e in ~olor, and generally smooth-
headed, - It has its name from its peculiar feathering,
the fibres of all its fenthers having no adhesion, but
being dinunited and appearing as if every second oune
had been cut out. The wing covert, quill and tail fea-
thers, with their long fringed rays, bave given itits
English name of lace pigoon, It is pot so hauiry or
wooly in appearance as the silky fowl, bat more like the
produce of that fow! when crossed with & common one,
Its legs and feet nre oither quite smooth or alightly fea-
thered ; its irides aro da1k Lazel. Being uncabloe to fly,
it must be kept in conficement and under special con-
ditions, However interesting us an object of curiosity,
it preserts little variation in its form or feather. and
consequently it will be always rather uncommon. It has
the power of somewlal reproducing its peculiarity
when orossed with otler pigeons, and the French have
a half-bread looking fantail, called the pigeon trembdleur
paon de soie, from which tho Scotch lace fantail has
been perfected.

The frizzled, frillback and lace pigeona are examples
of natural sports perfected by selection. 1f lost, breed.-
ers oould not recover them, but would have to wait till
nature provided them with a new beginning on which to
work, As they exist they can be kept up, in a fuir de-
gree of quality, with but little trouble as compored to
many kinds that are oalled mere feather varielier, fine
specimens of whichh are o nscquently much more valu-
able than they are,
oreations, and not descerded from a common origin, I
wonder how the Iaee pigeon got ou till taken in charge
by pigeon fanciers ?

POULTRY FANCIERS IN NOVA SCOTIA,

J. Andrews, of Wilmot, though not a veteran poultry
fanocier, has been some time iu the businees, and ha~ a
splendid collection of birds, His runs are commodious
‘and well Inid. He is, at present, engaged in breeding
Bronze Turkeys, Plymouth Rocks, Dark Brahmas, and
Sebright Bantams. His Bronzo Turkoys are fine birds,
snd have well repaid the time and money expended
upon them. These birds are of a good stock, being of
the Mattock aud Clift strain, and took first priza at the
exhibition in Halifax last October. Mr. Andrews' Ply-
mouth Rocks are exceptlionally Sne birds, and justly a
source of pride tu the owner, who inteuds entering them
at the Provinocial Exhibition, where they will likely be
heard of. The dark Bantams and Sebrights are from
Burpee & Co., nf Philadelyhia,

Mr, John Counlon, foreman of Mrs., Spain's farm,
Wilmot, is breeding Bronze Turkeys. His birds are
gond ones, well np to the standard, and were ottained
from the preceeding breeder.

W, Gates, of Middleton, is breeding a fine variety of

¢ Grade Bronze Turkeys" and Uuinea Fowls; the
latter especially are most deserving of notice.

W. H. Blanchard, of Windsor, hae a good importation
of Mammoth Bronze Turkeys, purchased {rom ths great
poultry farm of . P, Mattock, of Portland, Me. Mr,
Blanchard had paid coumsideraul'e att. ntion for seversl
years paat to the breeding of wi.i.e faced'bluck Spaniah
fowls, and has some fne birds, a ~ross between a variety
imported from England by Capt, Halay, aud the well
known “ (Gouge " straic,

Aubry Blanchard, of Windsor, has a fiue flock of
superior light Brabraas, haviug purchased last springsn
imported eock from Mr, Betcher, of Halifax, to cross on
somo very fine hens, .

Edwaid Blanchard, of Ellerhonse, has some vory fine

Houdans, also some prise 4akoers in Partridge Coclrina;
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Crested Black Pclish and Plym'm@ Roﬂ‘(s : lé rafsed
Inst year scvensy chickent of both varioticd, - Thp Polish
Pullets were greatly admired At thy lato exbibjtion in
Halifax, and were awarded seéond prize. He also breeds
pigeons of acveral varietics, includings Antwerps, Tum-
blers, and Whito Fautaila, These hir_\}s ay_ b{ seen
olrcling and wheeling in thé air around "the pigeeri loft,
the Tumblers altractiog attention by their poculiar an-
tics, tumbling down twenty or thirty feet then rising in
vain endeavors to reach the others .tht}(ato gso strong on
the wing, e aleo Lyéeds Conaty PirBar-’

H. Towusend, of New G]asgbﬁ, bas 8 commodious
place, situated within the town liwits, and brg&dq, Black
Red Game, Red li'e Gome, Spauish, lymouth Rocks,
Rouen Ducks, Breman Gee‘se, Bronze Turkeys, Pekin
Ducks, and Toulouse Geese. His buildings are all con-
structcd with a view to comfort, and"Deas of course,
separate ruus for each variety of fowls. “Mr. Townsend
is an enthusiast in his business, aud Liag madoe it a fair-
ly euccessful ono, taking mauy prizes at exhibitions,
and always finding & ready eale for his birds. -

Frank and Newton Drake, o¢f New (lasgow, are breed-
ers of Light Brahmas, Blaock Rpanish, also, of BBed
[ Game Bantams. They have s good comfortable build-
ing for their stock, and good runs, and although they
only began last epring, have commenced the right way,
hought good stock to start on, and put up buildings
that would compare favourably with those of the older
breeders in Halifax and elsewhere, .

J. W. Churoh, is also a fancier at New Giasgow, He
is & breeder ot Spanish, Light Bramas, and Hapmburgs,
Lias s very cosy place, and a splendid rua for his fowls,

Mr. Harry Wolf, of the same place, has some fibe
Light Brahmas, and some imported White Cochins,
very fine Wirds, and they are kep: as fowls should by
kept. . :
Mr. John Macpherson has a fino colleotion of Silver.
Penciled Hamburgs—he, too, is & naw man started last
Spring, put up s comfortable houso und enclosed aspaci.
ous run, ‘

There are a number of peraons, in and around New
Glasgow that, seeing the great advan'sge to bo derived
from so doing, have made nesessary arrangoments, and
this semson intend keeping none but thorough bred
fowls ; so that in the eourse of not many years Fictou
county will be able to take ber placo alongside counties
now far ahead of her in that respect.— Halifaz' Herad.

CANADIAN POULTRY AND PET B8TOCK AS
CIATION. -

The regular monthly meeting of this Auocittion‘v}'s.l
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!held in Agricultural Hall, on Wednerday evening last,
*when upwards of twenty members sattended. Mr., J.

McGrath, the Preeident of the Association, vooupied the
obair. Tqe minutes of the last meceting having ' been
read, Mr, I, B, Jobuson moved a reconsideration and the
appointment of gentlemen outside of the Aseosiatim
on the Btandard Committees. This motion..was loat,
and the minntes adopted as read, . .

Mr, Jolnson then proposed that certain mamed pro.
minant breedors Le placed on ocrtain of the Btandard
Committees, The idea of appointing nen-members ap
club committoes was oljected to, and finally it wag de-.
cided that the Commitiecs should consult with promi-
nent before reporting to the Assosiation,

It was further decided that the gentlemen named by
Mr. Johnson be communicated with and ssked to join
the Associution in order that they could be placed ..
the Committees, - =

Bix new members were elected, and after some routine
1 nsiness the meeting was adjourned.

MONTREAL POUTLTRY ASSOCIATION.

The quarterly meeting of the Montreal Poyltry,
Dog and Pet Btock Association was held ox? hr’s’t
'I:hurgday evening. Mr. 1. F. Scriver, in the chajr,
The Election of Secretary-Treasurer having been lef
over from the annual mesting, Mr. Thomas Hal
proposed, and Mr. Pine seconded, that Mr, James Hi
Cayford be clected to that office, which.was carried
unaminously. Uwinﬁatd the absenoce of the ent,
important business tu be letf over untll Mo. y
the 31st-1mstant. Com e .“""'“'
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