£

BRITISH AMERICAN PRES tg‘t"l‘E RIAN

3

Ony Fouwg Jolks, i

" Hugh Miller's Easly Days.

The name of Hugh Milloris woll known,
Ha devoted hmself early fo a lifo of hard
Iabor as A Susrrymun aud » mason ; and
ty the sleady exevaise of the powera whioh
God Lad grven lam, russ 10 3 pustiion of
mueh usefulness snd honor. ‘This siory
&3 beon often {old, to show whai van be
dona by the earnest uss of conmmon means,

The 7ather of this celobrated man was &
wastor of & sleop belonging to Sootland,
which was lost in a fearful tempest, In
sonsequencs of this bereayoment, the widow
pad $0 work lato into the night as a genm-
sirexs to provide for the family. Hugh
used $0 frequent the hinybor and walch the
suipping, sadly missing tho familiar vesgel,
tho ralurn of whioh ased tu b the oanse of
steh joy to him. He wonld also olimb
day aiter day, s grassy kuoll of the coast,
¢lose hohind his mothor's house, which
commanded a wido view of the Moxay
Frith, and look w.-‘fnlly out, lorg after

yory ono olse had ceavod to hopn, for the
:'!aop with the two stripes of white, and
the two square top-sails, commanded by his
fathor, Dut they never appeared again.

Ho learned the leiters of tho alphabst by
gludying the sign posts; ho afterwards at-
tonded a dame school, and persevered in
bis leasons tiil he roge to the highest form
and beoamo a mowmber of the Bible olass.
Tho atory of Josoph aronsed his intorest,

*gand ho beoamo & dilinemy roador of all the
Seripture storicr, Huyh ihen began to
colloot & hbrary in o biroh-bark box about
nine inokes squarc, which was found large
enough to coutaln all his books,

He had degoribed, in his ** Old Red Sand-
stone,” tho feolings with which he began
work, and the bappiness ho found in it.
#To be surs my bands wero a little soro,
and I folt nearly as much fatigned asif 1
hed beon climbing among tho rooks; but I
had wronght and been ngeful, and had yet
evjoyed the day fully as mnch a5 usual, I
was ag hight of heart noxt 1norning as any
of my brothsy workmen.”  Aftor desoribing
tho landsoaps, ho says: I returned to t}xe
quarry, convinced thal a very exquisite
pleasure raay bo a very cheap one, and
that tho busieat employments may aflord
leisuro enough to epjoy it.”

Vorions wonders soon disclosed them-
solvos in the rocks; marks of furrows, as
of an ebbing tide frotted in the solid stone,
fossil sholls and fish, and loaves of plants,
Almost every day opened new discoveries
{o his onrious oye, and awakenod deeper
interest. And thus began that course of
observation and study whioh made bim fa-
mous ag 8 goologist, and enabled him to
render valuable help in the progross of
soience,

His first year of lshor came to a close,
and he fonnd that ¢ $he amount of his hap.
Enm had not been less than in the last of

s boybood. The additional experience
of wenty years,” he adds, * has not shown
mo that there is any necessary eonnection
belween a lifo of toll nnd a lifo of wretoh.
¢dness,”

“My advics,” says Hugh Miller, *fo
young working men desirious of bettering
their oiroumstancos, snd adding to the
amount of their onjoyment, is & very eim.
ple one, Do not seek happiness in what is
misnamed pleasure ; ncek it rathior in what
is termed study. Xeep your consoiences
slear, your ouriosity fresh, and embrace
every opportunity of ouliivating your
minds, Learn to mnke a xight use of your
eyes; the oommonest things are wort!
looking at—ovea stones and weeds, and the
most familiar animals, Read good books,
not forgetling the best of all : thero is more
frue philosophy in the Bible than in ever,
work of every sooptio that ever wrole ; an
wo shonld all be miserable creatures with-
ont it,"—GOhild's Gompanion.

The White Ants of Siam.

Here they are, all about my lamp, over
my $able, oresping across my paper and my
hands, and going on a journay up my
teeve, They have a little black head, a
long round body, four brown wings, and
eix little legs, I suppcse they thought
fhey wonld get up & ‘*surprise parly,” and
oome and visit us to-night, but I'm not a
bit glad. But how rejoiced the Sismese
are, and they aro out with bowla and ba-
sins, oatohing them by the handfal. To
$hem they are as much of a treat as that
fenst of the Isrneliies, when the quaile came
with the east wind, and foll all about the
Hebrew camp in the wilderness. They
have them for sale in the market; and
wounldn't it be funny if you liveo bore and

our mothey skonld gend yo to viarket to

uy a pint of white ants for breakiast.

They do not como on wings very often,
and I am thankfal for thai, becsuse when
they do come they take pnssession of every.
thing; bnt instead of rou'ing ns out of the
honse, wo go to bed and let thom have it
their own way. Poor foclish ihings! they
fintter abont tho lamps, but when the
light is pnt ont they are lost, and some-
thing comes in the dark to eat them up.
In the morning there is no trace of them
loft, but hundreds of litile brown broken
wings everywhers,

The Siamese say that thess quoor ingects
are the white ants in one stago of their
existencs. Xf so, it is truly & wonderfnl
thange from the little ant that builds a
great mud house for itself, with long cov-
erad ;iaasngo-wnya leading off from it in
several directlons. They give a great deal
of trouble in this couutry, by taking pos-
tegsion of a post or pillar, or perhaps a
beam or rafter, and euting through and
through tho wood, go that it orumbles away
like & honeycomb., They love cool, dark,
damp places, and often in a single night
they will build several feol of their little
tovered pathway.

They like to eat xzina wood betler than
auy other kind; so if you aver send me a
missionary box, you may be almost eure
that some day or other it will'.fall to the
Wwhite ants, and they will make a grand
fasat over it, and have a jubilen, until the
ml old box ean stand it no longer, but

ly splits ite sides with indigoation, I
Sometimeon think they ean smell pine wood,

| . cimanrmiing o g e oo gty
—

for they will build their road and come up | P9

$0 the seoond or third stories of & house, in
it of » little box you may have fried

hide away in some comer.
But even these auts are little missionar.

fon, and wo should learn of thelr waye and
be wige, I never eaw them building their
xoad down. ‘They are always up fo some
thing, and secking thelr highest good, I
should not wonder if they Lad chosen * Qu.
ward and Upward ” for thelr motto, That
is & good une for everybody.—Ailary L.
Corty tn ¢ Cluldrew’s Work for Children

How to Xeep Our Boys at Home.

.

Aud vow let us falk a little sbout the
boys, whose fatare is go clossly interwoven
with our own happiness and well-being
And the fivet quostion wo muat ack i5:
“What courso shall wo pursus to intereat
them in the work of farming ?" That is the
ohief fopio to disonss, beoause, unless wa
do mako it for tho interest of the boys to
remain with ne and to pursuo the honor-
able califag of their fathors and forefathors,
thoy will surely seek for pleaganter places
in the large citics, Often, though, their
search fs unsnccessful, and, after many
years spont in unprofitable labor, thoy may
gladly retarn to tho old farm, whose rooky
hilla and groen forests will thon seem to
them liko the Garden of lden., Therefore,
wo should endeavor to make the home
atiractive; to give a oboery apposrance to
the siiing-room and the kitohion, and even
to tho boy’s chawber, whick so often is
Iooated in the attis or upper chamber of
the woodshed, and contuing nothing but
tho bare nocossities of & bed-room—a bed,
g table, one or two chaire, and nails upon
the door to hold the fow garments which
are their only possessions.

So lot ua cominence with these chambers
firet. Qivoup a few of the comforts of the
rarsly-oceupied guest-chinmber, if nced ho,
and cover the bare boards of this fleor with
some kind of a earput; or, if that isact ob-
tainable, braid or knit some bright colored
rugs to sprond beside the bsd and in front
of the bureau or waeistand.  Your gond
are bocoming mon now—are sixteen, oigh-
teon, or twenty yeare old, ay tho oneo mmay
be—and demand at your hands a more
comfortable apartment than was needed ia
their childbood. Perliaps thoy possess &
desire for * pretty thiugs,” us well as your
daughtors; and it is & proper desire, and
should be grattfied in every pecsible way.
Their bed should bo mads comfortable and
the table should be covered with s spread.
If it is knitted by your own baunds or om-
brofdered on linen by their sisters, s0 much
the better, for it shows them that their
pleasure und comfort are akin to yours and
that you tako delight in making thom hap-
py. Brightly.eolored chintz and orelonne
oan be prooured at cheap rates now, and,
by their aid, oat of the homeliest materials,
such ns old boxes and barrels, you can fash-
ion comfortable chairs and coudhes. A
planed and neatly-fitted square fop can
also be made and nailed over a barrel, and
s sirong table will be the result, whioh,
when covered with s cloth, aunswors every
purpose, Au ingenious boy, with the aid
of his mother's and sister's fingers, can
fashion all sorts of pratty artioles, at little
expense, whioh will make his chamber
attractive and pleasant o himself and his
friends.

Then, boys should be encouraged to
work with ¢ will by presents of a colf, or &
calf,or & lamb, Even if thoy poasess these

threo varieties of stock, it will not be an-

injury to thom, but a decided advantage,
beoause the iove of possession js inherend
in the human breast, and, if gratified, often
inoreages one's desire fo be of use in the

h | family~—to do whatis to be done with plea-

sure and as if it wore play-werk, rather than
Iabor, Give your boy a ¢ock and & half-a.
doxen hens as his owa property, aund see
with how much more zeal he will atiend to
the needs of the pouliry. Give him ashare
of the egg-money aud see how many more
dozens you will carry to market. The
oblef trouhle with our boys is the want of
possession, They have no direot interest
in the affaira of the faxm, and so they take
little heed to ite prosperity.

Agsin, it is well to encourage plensant
sooiety for them—to join the farmers’ olubs
and the agrieultural soocietics, and strive
for the prizes the latter offer. OCullivate

ood manners, as well ag good morals; and
go not ridicule your sons if they like to
look well-dressed when they go into society,
but give them the means to do so_and tali
them how nicely thoy appear. If farmers
would bat pursue this course, the boorish-
ness and rustioity of their class wonld be
greatly diminiched. To be sure, there are
farmers in cur midet who avo smong the
best educated and the best-bred men of
New England, and their sons aro being
trained {o graco & rural life; but their
number is very small, and it doos no} in-
crenge in due proportioas of the whole.—
Springfield Republican.

Bible Readings.

The Chioago Interior refers to the forth-
coming production of a former Inox Ool-
lego student in the following terms :—

‘Wo underatand that Rev. John O, Hill,
of Adrian, Michigan, bas a work in hand
and nearly ready for the press, to be enti-
tled * Hints on the Proparation and Deliv-
ery of Bible Readings,” together with a
compilation of Bible readings by promi.
neong ministers of different denominations.
We oannot doubt that snch a work, pre-

ared with caro and good judgment, will

o very valuable asa bolp and guide to
onr ministors, evangelists, elders, abbat};-
school teachors aud other intelligent Chris-
tians, Tho attention of the publie, under
the sncoessfal labors of Mr. Moody and
others, who have adopted and xeoongmend-
ad this mothod of handling the Scriptures,
has been largoly inrned fo tho subjeot of
Bible resding and exposition. Ii is cer-
tainly one of the demands of the hour.
And nothing oan be more certain, than that
it is a ressonablo and healthfol demand fo
which our pastors and all other religions
inatructors, onght to respond promptly aud
oordiallﬁ.
Mr, Hill has $hought muohon the sab-
joot, and has had agood deal of practieal
experiencs in Biblo reading unto own
le. He wislds a ready and able pen,
and with such assistencs as he oau eom-
mand, will no donb} be able to bring out a
book which will mest the want, and be at
onoe popular and nseful.

Snbbath School ' Tencher,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS,
LEBSON XXXV.
PAUL AT CORINTH.

Sept 2, Acta 5\
q%n } { 1—1‘1.m

CoMmar 70 MEMORY, V8, 0, 0, 10,

Iananten Pagsaars—1 Cor. iv, 12 ; Bzek,
xxxiil, 4,

Sonrweroxe  Reapinas.—Wih ve. i, 2,
road Rom, 2vi. 8,4 ; witliv. B, read 2 Thess.
itl, 85 with v. 4, compare Acts zvit 1-8;
with v. 5, read Matl, x. 5,6 ; with v. 8. read
Matt. <. 14; with va. 7, 8, eomparal Cor.
i, 14; with v. 9, read Aoty xxiit, 11; with
v. 10, road Jor. 1, 19, and with v. 11, road
% Qor. 1, 1.

THR FOLI.OWL.IG PRREONS ARE TO BE IDEN-
TIFIED: Panl, Aquilla, Priveilla, Olan-dine,
Silng, Timotheus, Jastus, Crizpues.

ALso THE FOLLOWING PLACES:® Athenn,
Qorinth, Pontus, Iialy, Romo, Mgreedania.

GoLpeN IrxT.~Not slotliful i business;
qui-vtixit in opirit; sorving the Lord.—Rom.
xii, 11,

CENTRAL TRUTR,—The Lord's ministers
aro of good courage,

For Athens, and Paul's treatment thore,
soe Losson XXXIV, A different place, in
oharnoter and tastes, is now to ba spprosch.
ed, The gospel is for men of every clags
and condition, and of every vatisty of fool-
g and habit, us we eco by the variety of
pinces to which it is eont.

This is a blessing for us in mauy ways,
Tho following may be noticod j=-

As cowdence. Christinnity did not hide
iteelf in obsoure places, but invited the
soruting of mon in the centres of thought.

As tustruction. Wo are to aim at the
capture of great aiiies for the Lord.

As cncourageinentd, The busiont marts
of trade aro as likely to yiold their harvast
to God as_the quiot university lowns. New
York as New Haven, Boston as Oambr.dge,
Qorinth as Athens, or Liverpool as Oxford.

As direction, Various places with thoir
own foalures, vicos, sins, becoming the
soats of churches, as Corinth, Colosse,
Ephesus, and lettera to them forming » part
of the New Testamont, we ara shown how
to proceed, and in tho true senso bo * all
things te all men.”” Wo need not despair
of auy oity or of any churoh whon wo stady
the history of that at Oorinth,

A journey of about forly-fivo miles by
land, or leas than two daya by water, brought
Paul to Corinth (v.1), the summit of whoso
lofty rack ke could see from Athens. It
had ab the timo a yast oommerce, sat as &
queen on two seas, and hiad probably half &
million of people, many Jews being among
themm, atiracted by openings for irade.

No songregation ealled bim ; no ono guay-
anteed his supporl, and it was no part of
hie method to throw himsolf on oharity. A
fine, robust feeling among the Jews ex.
presgod itself in the saying $hat he who
did not teach his son a irade, taught him
to be a thief.

Paul hiad a trade ; it made him indepentl.
ont; seeured a home for bim; made an
opening for nsefulness, and enabled him
praatically to oommend honest, self-reliant
industry. (See Eph. iv, 28; 1 Thess, iv. 11,

His assooiates were (v. 2) Aquila and
Priseilla, husband and wife, of Pontus (full
Latin name, Ponius Euxinus), in Asin
Minor fo the north,whose king, Mithridates,
was conquered by Pompey, Pontus becom.
ing in time a Roman provinoe. Its Jewish
residents are noted in Aots ii, 9, 10, and in
Peter i. 1, the only other places whora it is
mentioned in Seripture.

The expulsion from Rome by Olandius is

-probably that fo which Bunetonius rofers,

natarally blundering ooncerning ¢ their
tamults under a leader Ohresius,” igno.
rantly (as has often been done) confound-
ing Ohrigl, the occasion, with Christ a
creator of sirife.

A certain tent.cloth was mande in Cilicla,
of hair, known as Oilicienne (as ealieo
from calicut), whioch the Cilisian, Paul,
knew bow fo make (v.8), At this Paul
1abored, rebuking the childish eontempt for
Lionest handiorafs, and leading the innu.
merable company of althful ministers
whoue exira-professional labors gave them
ﬁttingl sustenance, while they preached the

08 .
8 Bp:t no need to toil prevented the right
Sabbath-keeping. A place go rich as Gorinth
had no doubt many synagogues, and as he
had opportuunity, he availed himself of the
right to give a word of exhortatlon at the
invitation of the elders or rulers. (See
Aots xiii. 14, 15) No breach betwesn
Jows and Ohristians had yet taken place.
His work was that of * persnasion” to re-
ceive Ohrist ag the promised Messiah. All
disoussion, argumentation, reasoning from
0ld Testament Soripture, had this per-
suasive eloment in i, and like all true
gospel ministry, it aimed at leading the
hearers to Ohrisi. Paul had a twofold
difhenlty. As a Jew, he was keeping the
sacred dayin face of Gentile scorn, and
ag a believer ix Josus he was pleading his
Maater’s eanse in face of passion and pro-
judice.
! Ere long he was strengthened ir his work
by the coming of Silas (Silvanus is the full
name, contracted like Apollos for Apollo-
nins, after a common fashion in names
passing from Jand to land). Hoe was likely a
Roman citizen (Acts xvi. 87), a leading dis-
ciplo at Jerusalem (Acts xv. 22), and Paul's
companion in his second journey {Aots xv,
40 ; xvil. 40), Timothy we already know.
Thoy came from Macedonia, and brought
money to Panl from the grateful bolievers
there. (See 2 Cor. xi. 9.) Their presence
and perhaps this very money, setting him
free from $hs need to work for his support,
nrged him to ,, “eater efforis for the people.
He was pressed in spirit—the saoret of all
foroible elogquence. (See Job xxxii. 18.)
He must preach the gospel! (The reading
is obsonre, and may mean {hat they foun
bim pressed in apiril.)

But the reception is disconraging, They
argued againss, talked against, abused, re.
viled and poursd eontempt on Jesns' nams,
1il ali hope of doing good there vanished.
He therefors lefi he synagogue. The right
thing wonld have been for Abe sengregation
o bave eome %o worship Jewus, and admit
into ils serviees the new spiril. Bat i}
wounld nol. It wasa n t{. threrefore,
to open another place, in which all who
would receive Christ—Jews and Gentiles—
would mest on s common level in Christ,

auld have equal righty,  Thie wae n -t of
the broskiog off (Bow. xi 17) L woie n
ustifinblo _separation, unpleinnt 1w jteelf,
but blesaed {n its vesults, He olears him.
golf of reeponsibility in the mest solemn
and warrontable fachion, and ehavges on
them their own ruin, What & parting sep-
mon that wuast have beon ! (Ses Aote xiil.

45,

}.notlmr plaoe in whioh to prosconte the
work was found fn the honge of Justns, not
to bo mixed up with two other men who
}mdltlma a8 8 surnams (Aots i, 28, and Ool,
iv. 11.)

But the vision iabont the mode of whiol
wo neod not eoncorn ourselyes; assured him
of anfoty, of the prosenco of the Lord Ohriot
with him go0 Matt, xxeiil. 20), urged him
to outapokon fidelity, and promised him
largs rerulis (v, 10). ** T havo much peopls,”
%o, This is the oomfort of a trne minister,
As ho walks the streets and seos the throng,
like thy artist who soos the statue in the
blook ot marble, he sces in themn tho Lord’s
** much people,” aud he is to oall thetn ont ¢

Thns inspived, ho temained gix monthe,
and his work summod ap 1u oar phrase is
the common, life-long work, the work till
the judgment day, in which true ministers
and Sabbath.schicol teachora are one,
* tonshing the word of God.” If I'aul were
in Boston, New York, Chieago, Philadel-
Ehi?‘i m; Washivgton now, what olse would

o do

From this wo may learn ;

{1y Notto despuse the day of small things.
Panul, alone, a strange: in Coriuth, working
at a trade, and by and by the Corinthian
Oburot | Do not despiss the little you can
do inividually, You are not Oriepus, but
may be Aquila or Prisoilla.  Often the low-
ly oo first.  {Sea 1 Cor. i, 26.)

{2) Do not despise I'aul s weapons. Hia
lifo was honest. Heo had no self-aggraa-
dizement i view. Tbus he taught the
trath (vo 4 and v. 1150 He Lad tho pre-
gonee of Christ. e was bold and fearless,
Thie 18 the kind oi mmistry the world re-
quires,

(8) Do not doubt the power of divine
grace. Men who are tinged with the dying-
out, unbelioving thought of Germany are
snid sometimes to he CGermanized., Those
who topy the loose flippancy of Paris are
said to bo * Frenolnfied.” So the men of
Paul’s time bad coined o word, * Corin-
thianize,” equivalent to being dissipated
aud dissolute, a0 bad was the place. But
its people wore nob proof against tho gospel
i1 Cox. vi, 11). 'This is tho one radical oure
for drunkenvess, idleness, fraud, imparity,
and all forms of sin and crime.

4) Do not doubt the true dignity of
serving Christ You may be in a bank as
mannger or meesenger ; in & storo as owner
or porter, but the main thing is thaé you
are sorving Chrlst. This is honor and true
immortality.

SUGAESTIVE TOPXOS.

Paul at Corinth—where—size—~charastor
~population—his fellow-workers—oraft—
object of working—lhow the Sabbaths were
spent—his aii1—how received—tho aid
sent him—his burden of mind—~the result
of his presching in the synagogue—his
soparation—the blessing—the danger—the
comfort—the term of his ministry-~the na.
ture of it, and the lessons to us.

LESSON XXXVI.
Sept.%1  PAUL AT EPHESUS,  {AdiE R

CoxMMIT TO MEMORY, v8, 3~0,

Pararnen Passaars.—John vii. 89; Aots
xiit, 48~52,

Sortrrure ReApings.~Wih v, 1, read 1
Cov. iil. 6. 6; with v. 2, read Aols viii, 16 ;
with v, 8, read Matt, ifi, 11; with v. 4, read
John i, 26; with v, 5, road Acts ii. 41; with
vs. 6, 7, read 1 Cor, xlv. 1; with v. 8, read
Aots xxviil. 28; with v.9,read 1 Tim. vi.
9 with v. 10, compare 1 Cor, xvi. 8, 0;
with v. 11, compars Mark xvi, 20; with v,
12, read Aeotls v. 15,

PRRSONS T0 BE IDENTIFIED, Appollos,Paul,
John, T'yrannus,

Praces: Corinth, Ephesus, Asia,

Gorpex Trxr.—~For our gospel came not
unto yon in word only, bul also in power,
and in $he Holy Ghost, and in mnoh assur-
anoe,—1 Thess, i, 5.

OrNTRAL TRUTR,—Tho Holy Ghost gives
grace and power.

Four churehes had now boen founded in
Europs: Phillippi, Thessalonios, Beres and
Corinth, and these were s0 many centres
from which the trnth might be spread.

The apostle, no doubt under divine direc.
tion, oomes to Ephesus, the great business
city of the provinca of Asia, no donbt
teaching, as he had opportunity, on the
way. There he spent the years A.D. 65
and 56. The gospel thus eamo into solli-
sion with the worship of Dians, to whom
the great tomple of Iiphesus, two hundred
and twenty years in esarse of erootion, was
dedioated. As wo shall gee in the next
lesson, Ephesus was wholly given fo her
worship, and {o sll sorts of sorcery and
divination. (3ee Recent Discoveries, elo.,
p. 139,)

Apollos i mentioned in verss 1, in eon-
{inuation of his history as reported in Aots
xviin, 24-28. o was a disciplo of John,
perhaps baplised by him, and only know.
ing what John preached, namely, the
Mbssiahship of Josus. He was not inform.
edof His baving sotually come and died
and asconded. Henoo he did nol know of
the promise of the Holy Ghost, through
this ascended Redoomaer. Of course he
could not teach it, and his disciplos did not
epjoy the gift. This faet explains the
condition of the twolve (v. 7), mentioned in
onr lesson. Ho had gone to Corinth.

Panl on coming to Ephoesus wounld natur-
ally find Aquila and Priscilla, who had
instruoted Apollos (Aots xviii, 20), and hear
from theom the condition of the Chxistian
oanso (v. 1) The * cortain dissiplos” had
reached the same stage as Apollos, but
possibly were nob within the influencs of
Apollos’ kind friends, yet were willing to
be tanght by Panl. One may be a dieeiple
1.6., & willing learner, though not fally com-
prehending or enjoying all truth.

I, TER TWRLYR RISOIPLRS OF RPRBSUS.

His guestion fo them means, # Did ye
receive the Holy Ghost?” 1.6, in such
special and miracnlons mauner as at that

o witneased for Christ and his oause.
(Seev. 6, and X Cor. xii. {-~8.) They an-
awersd they didinot know that they a

right fo expeot puch ¢ If's, The {des is nob
thet they had nevor heard of God v Bpirlé,
ov that they had 2 evir been tsugbt by 1im
(tor they had), but that they did not know
of thin spcofal privilege of tust thmo. Tt s
osaible to mpafea great priviloges through
gnoranes conosruing them,

Tho reason of (hiemr sguranco {8 fnv. 3,
‘Thoy had gons no farthor than «f thoy had
been with Jobu the Beptirt, befora the
boginning of owr Lioxd’s mainistry, when
Josus was looked for, nct gecn, ¢ sppears
from Johu i. 15, 27, 0.

Paul revognizes their plase and standing
and Jobn's minietry, with ite beating on
Chrigt 1v. 41, who eame after him, aud ne
donbt he gave full inuicnotions on the sabe
Jjeot, #o that their &ot might Lo mteliigent
and with faith. We iy roo feomx this
how muolt farther than “alesune Jolin's
wivistry veachied with its snfluctoes,

Thoy acoepted this wolsormaa teashing,
and were baptized (v. 5y 1 the ey of the
Tiord Jesus, acoording to ths s uwinaod
(AMatt, xxvin, i, thee vhicXsug th-raeoives
hetr« to the pron:iee sout &y che Hc. . 3mor.
Wa, alao, when o recou~ Christ, oltain
the gift of the Buly G« wm the very furis
and powsr which we rejuie,

Av this time, when churchies are only
bewng formed, whon {hete wors no Chris-
tian {raditionr, cuch as wo inkeorit, wher
¢ mistianity had no lustory, when long-
estublished false belvt~ Lad ta be pub
away, when grest terap o+ und 1aflaential
priesthoods suste ned ucathonism as the
established rolig: o« thestates snd uations,
snd whon the Now Yestamont was only
beiug propared, sush powers a8 are here
given (v. 6] were reqined, and the Lord
give 8 what is good. H.nce we read (1 Cor.
xit. ¥81,thie laying on o1 tus apestle’s hande,
a8 was done in Samaria (Aats viil. 17}, was
the wenns of sonveying tuese gifts to thero
twolve mon, who are not further brought
to our notice, but no doubt Aid their work
afterwards ta God. Therr numbse is given
to chow that they weie excepuons to the
general cliaracter of Ephesian bellevers,

‘They may have beon able ministers thore

or elsewhere. The addition of a dozon
members to & church 16 of hittle account in
mcn's oyes, but how great nu ovent it may
bo in tho Lord’s estimate!

II. PAUL'S SUBSEQUENT MINISTRY AT EPHESUS.

The place in the first instanco was, as
usual, mn tho synsgogne, where the Sorip-
tures woroe read, and tho rulers gave ope
portunity to a recognized teachor to sposk
(v. 8.) It continued thero forthree months,
auring which time ho disoussed frooly ¢he
Seripture arguments for the Messinhship of
Christ, and prosented in n olear and attrao.
tive way the {ruth regarding the kingdom
of God, or the dispensalion which Chrigé
introdnoed. This was the fruth which Jews
neoded to hear.

The next place ocoupied by him was the
school, possibly only the building, or per.
haps the institution in whish Tyrannus, of
whom we know nothing, taught, and gave
Paul the opportunity to mest with inquirers
and give Christian instruction.

The need to rewmove thither, thus break.
ing with the Jows, arose from the opposition
of hard, unbelieving opposers, who railed
against the {ruth, * this way" (sce Aots ix.
2, and xvi. 17) to the multitude, probably
gotting a vote fcxr hig exclusion from the
synagogue. This led to the sofiing up, as
wo should eay, of a new and separate con.
gregation of Chrisiians as distinguished
from tho Jows. Ho compliod with their
invitation (Acts xviii, 20) as long as it was
possible. Then ho and his friends seceded
and formed & now soclely. (So in Acls
xviil, 6, 7.)

His labors here lasfed two years, not
inoluding the previous threo months (v. 8,)
He daily gave instructions, The result
was & wide diffusion of the truth, for, speak-
ing generally, all the puople of (proconsul-
ar) Asia, came fo know m one way or
another the Christian doc.cine, and pro-
bably at this timo wero founded the
“ goven ohurches"” of Asia of the Book of
Revelation, In acdition to his daily teaoh-
ing, the apostle also wrote during this time
the first epistle fo the Corinthinus and that
to the Galatiang, (See 1 Qor. xvi. 12, 10.)

The miraoulons means of his sucosss are
deseribed in vs. 11, 12, No common
heathen power had to he deall with, and
uncommon miraculous forces were witk
Paul. This is God’s way. He vanquishics
his foes on their own ground, as by Motes
and Aaron in Egypt. The garmenta even
of Paul, or of the sufferers, made sufficient
communioation betweon him and them for
bealing. The two kinds named, handker.
chiefs or napking for wiplog the face, and
aprons, such as workmen tio before them,
are mentioned as speoimens of the kind of
loose garments which connected the bual-
ing with Paul. Such w.ve the *aigos of
an apostle.” Qo it wasin Avts v, 16. Moere
eaw thaf a divine power was givon to these
mon, and wore not only thus led to atlend
o their words, but iu.imed to believe by
the common laws of ib: boiuau mind that
the message borne by wmen, for witoma God
thus certified, must e true.

The following poinis may be emphasized
by teaohers ¢

(1) In addition to wisning men to tho
froth, ministers must build them up in i,
and a good minister will always seek and
find opportunities for so doing.

(2) The dootrine of tho Holy Ghost as &
living, working person is of vital moment.
«T beliove in the Holy Ghost,” not as an
influonce merely, but a distinet, indwolling,
mighty worker in tho name and for the
purpeses of Christ.

181 A minister or teacher must adapt his
{onching to tho wants of thoso to whom he
goos. Somo require information, some
YeaBONUF, E0MO persiasion, S0me warning.
(4) And tlhe mont faithfal minister will be
disbelioved and oppused by the hardened;
when driven out by thoss who once en«
couraged, for the separation, which is an
ovil by itgelf, ho is not responsible,

(5) God ean use any means Ho will for
oommendiug His truth and advaneing His
kingdom.

SUGGRLTIVE TOPICS,

Paul's way to Ephexur—Apolios’ plase of
Iabor—the exeepiional diseiples at Ephe.
sus—their instruction—how far it had gone
—saeaning of tha Holy Ghost here~—Paul's
sxplanation—their oconrse—the blessings
they received—thelr use at that time—
Paul's firs¢ place of teaohing—his sesond~—

for how long-—the effsota—ihe special
mirscles, and the lessous o be learned.



