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Tug Presbytorlan Ohuroh of England has
opered a Union Thankegiving Fand for
building purposes.  $850,000 has hsen al.
ready subseribed.

e ————

It bag been rosolved to hold the next In-
tornational Oonvention of Yuung Men's
Christisn Associations at Lowsviile, Ky.,
on Wednesday, 6:h June,

T S—

Jorx B. Govor suid at St. Lonis that he
bad spoken 5,650 times on the subject of
Temperance. He aleo referred to this as
his last appearanca in that oity.

S gr———

Trx Pennsylvania Supreme Court has
deoided that St. Mark's Church, Philadel-
phis, must not ring its bells 8o as to canse
nuisance, or annoyance by sound or noise,
fo the complainants or any of them within
their respeotive bouees.”

it m————

LxrTEns have been received from the
Rev. Profestor Sohaff.intimating that the
doctor and his wife are about to enter the
promised land. This eminentecholar, find.
ing it neceseary to relax his Iaborious
studies, has undertaken a tour through the
Holy Land, which will undoubtedly yield
& valuable return to himself and tLo many
adnirers of his writings. It is the inten.
tion of Profese.r Schaff to be presens at the
Confederation of Presbyterians to be teld
in July in Edinburgh, and after a briof so-
Journ in the moder laud to revten 1n time
for the oponin «f iis clawses iu the Union
Theological Semiuary, Now York, in the
fall.

l

Dg, CuyLer in the last number of the
Evangelist writes about * Boy Obristiane.”
It is an article of great practioal intorest to
peronts, :ministers, and Sabbath sohool
tenchers. The writor remarks that boyhood .
i » for better time than manhood to begn
& Christian life; that it is preposterous to
sasort that religion is too intricate and dif
fiealt & subject for a boy's mind ; thai no

limitations of age soem to be recogiizid m |
the gracions v.ork of tho Holy Spiiit ; that |
thio objection ts withont fonrdative that we |

oonversion of children enno. waways ko
trusicd, childhood leing impulsive  and
volatile. The Dr. remarks hat ciuldish
* volatility * does net disturh Lim Lag €0
much a8 tho selfishneer, amibttions, greed

and skeptioal hardness of aduit FeRTE.
e ———

Tae will of Mies Dancer is exeitivg pub-
lio sttention. Her fathor was a weil-
known gambler. He died gome months
apo leaving acmowhere abont $800,000 to
his wife. Mrs, Dancer had no sconer
takon possession than she two wag called
away. Their only child in consequence
beoame the heiress, But being in ill-health
and having long been a troe disciple of
Jesua Obrist, Miss Dancer bequesathed her
eolossal foriuno 4o a large number of
Chaureh and benevolent objeots, Her death
Sook place resently, aud now the Iarge sum
socumulated in gambling will prove a Iast.
ing  lowmezt for charitable purposes.
No eredit ia of course dne to the gsmbler,
though probably his naural affection led
him {o leave his money as he aid. How
wondorfal it is thal the conversion of his
daughier shionld hiave led fo the conseera.
sion: of $his wealth,

e e e T

CUONFBOERATION OF PRESBY-
TERJANS.

As the yerr advances towardu 1ts spring,
we aro remindid that the tme .4 soou
somae for holding the first great Conneil of
tho Presbyierian Ohurches. The originkl
inlention of the promotera of this sonnoil
was, it should bave besn held In the Qen-
tevvial - yenr.  Indeed, tho Aasqalian
delegntos bad alveudy left home in the Pr.
oifio to huvo beon proswnt at the Protestant
ecurnenionl previocusly anncunced tor Inst
sutaer. However, for rearons deemed
satisfaotory and pressing, tho vonvention
was ultimately delayed until noxt July,
Thecounoil will oertaialy be hold this yesr,
Wo ventare to say thab it will prove an
evont of mnoh interest not merely to tho
denozination in whose name it {s got up,
but alio to all othur Ohristian bodies
througheut the world.

It is nlready within onr power to give the
names of a large nucabor of the distinguish.
ed mon who will be delogates, Wo need
not mention thoso of Great Britain and
Ireland, as on acconnt of the first eounail
boing held at Edinburgh, they will be
logion, It is gratifymg to obsorve the
offorts which Dr. Blaikie and others are put-
ting forth to soonro a large and worthy
representation. Dr. Blaik o 13 the secre-
tary of tho Edinburgh General Comuittea,
and in order thoroughly to disoharge the
duties of this office, he has notnally resign-
ed the editorship of the Sunday Magaaine,
a positlon of commandlng inflaence. This
gentleman during last cumwmer vieited
many of the leading ministers of the
churohes in France, Switzerland, and Hol.
land, and obtained nothing but hearty re-
eponses to the invitation sent to such to at-
tend the oouncil. There will thus be
brought together many of the most emin-
ent European theologians, pastors and
elders, and thoso gentlemen will give a
cextain eclat to the proceedings. Delegutes
will aleo be sent once more from Australia,
while the oape of Good Hope, India, Japan,
China, Syria, and many oiber lands, on
whioh the Presbyterian Ohurch has ob.
tained a footing, will not likely be without
representation.

Ooming nearer home we gre glad tolearn
that the churches in the United States have
heartily responded to the invitation, Drs.
Staart Robinson, of Louisviile, J. R, Wil.
son of Wilmington, J. B. Adger of Pendle.
ton, Moses D. Hodge of Richmond, snd
others, are promised from tho Southern
Presbyteran Obureh. Now York will sond
Dra. Adams, 8. T, Priue, Sohaff, Crosby,
and Dickson, worthy representatives ro.
spectively of theology, literature, roholar-
ship, Biblical learning, and Home Missions.
Brooklyn will be represented by Dr. Van
Dyke, the moderator of the General Aq-
sembly. Dr. McCosh, who I8 oredited with
the authorsbip of the Presbyterian Cotin-
cil, and Dr. Atwater, will go from Prinoe-
ton. Dr. Roberts will attend to the in-
terests of Elizabeth, N.J., while Drs, Beadle
and Blackwood will do justice to the
Quaker City of Centennial renown. A real
live * Marauis " goes from Baltimore, Dr.
Beatlie, we:l known as a bonevolent eon-
tributor to the Westorn Seminary, will
show what Stenbenville can do. Columbus,
St. Louie, and Rcchester will be nobly
ropresented by Drs, Mooro, Nicolls and
Campbesl.  Dr. Paiten of Chiocago, & theo-
logian of Canadian birth, and for his years
su intelleciual gien, will teach the old
o untry folks that a man neods not to have
gray hairs, o1 five or six decades of years
passed over his head butore ko can‘worthily
oooupy & prefessor's chalr, Dr, Rele, from
California, will teil the marvels that have
been aceomplished by Presbyterians on
the Pacific elope. It remains for us to
make mention of another omineut Ameri.
can, who has intimated bhis intention to be
present, the Rev. William H, Thomson,
D.D., of Beirut, the distioguisiied anthor
ofthe “ Land and tue Busk,” TFrom the
ellerskip of the Am-rican Cuureh, men of
fuch eshb o a8 Wuima E. Dodge, Hon.
S auley Mastuew, Judge Ouds of Colnrabas,
J. 8. Farrand of Detron, and ouliers, will
&ive wright aui dignity to tho confersnoce.
The Reforwed Procbyterians wil be repre-
fented by Dr. Sloane of Atleghany; the
United Presb. terians by Dr. Kerr of Pitte-
burgh; ‘the Reformed Dutob Ouureh by
Rev. Drs. MoHolmes, Ormiston, Inghs,
aud Soudder.

Nor is the Dommion of Canada to be
without a noble ropresentation in the per-
eons of Dr. Topp of Toronto, modorator
ot the Goneral A-gembly of our GChareh,
tho Rev. Prineipsl Oaven of Knox Qollege,
Dr. Snodgrsss, Prncipal of Queen’s Qol.
lege, Kingston, and many other distingnish-
ed professors and ministers from the
marntine provineces.

We look forward with much intersst to
the prooeedings of this august body. It
will be a poble speotacle in ilgelf. On the
floor of such an assembly all sectarian dif.
ferences will be forgotten. Ministers of
the Established, the Free, and United
Presbyterian Churches of Scotland will
meet on & common platform. It will then
be reen aud folt “how good and pleasant
it is for brethrsn o dwell together in
union.” The blessing of the Lord will be
there, for this s ko divine promine, any

we know the Spirit oacnot dwell amongst
those who are quarrelliug over aud contend.
ing for non-essentisl distinotions. The
men thepelves will Lo a subjvot for the
artist a8 woll ag the physiognomist. The
most reverent hoads fn the world will be
presented In ono gronp, The old acuniry
will illustrate the principle of haw theology
upd oultnre are fivoursble to the develop-
weul of physical weight., The round,
jeound, benevolent lookivg dlvines of the
ol owutry -vill be uome the worse of
brivg randwiched by the boardluss fuces
and slender forms, of the best known Now
Eusgland typo ; while onr Osuadian olorgy-
mon will jllustrate the happy medinm bo-
tween tho corporation of the old and the
now world. Bab if tho spootgale of the
Protastant Council bn intoresting from s
phyaioal poirt of view, how mueh moro so
from the side of onlture, of lerrning, of
eduoation, What giants of intelleot will ba
teen on that floor. The disoussioue will
necessarily be of the very highest oeder,
uniting conrteny and brotherly kindness
and consideration with tho greatost nmonnt
of mental acoumen and goholarly elo.
queroe,

Tt is diffienlt to foreshadow tho naturo of
proceedings of whioh the programme is not
yot published. But it is obvious that all
papers and disonssions will requirs to steer
olear of the soylla of Presbyterisn Ohurch
Conrts, and the Ubarybdis of the Bvangeli-
cal Alliance. The questions will neces-
sarily bo goneral, bu etill they must needs
be Presbyleriau. Buch matters ag
Prosbyterian polity, correspondence, minis-
terisl ohanges, oharch  services, will
no doubt receive amplo attention. But we
expoct the greatest interest to gather
avound the great questions of Home and
Foreign Missions, of Sunday-sohools, and
Prosbyterian literature,

# new era for the Presbyterlan cause. We
therofore hail the approaching Oonfersnce
with delight, It is our prayer that it may
be visibly baptised with the Holy Bpirit
and with fire,

ety tm———= e ]

ESTIMATES NEEDED,

It is of importance, not only that all onr
oongregations should contribute to the
varions sochemes of the Ohurob, but that
they ehould contribute to them proportion.
alely nccording to their wants nnd neoessi-
ties. Xfit be desirable tha! private individ-
uslsshould exercise disorimination in ap-
portioning thoir wealth it is surely noze
the logs desivablo that congrogations should
dizoriminate betwesn the several schemes
in appropriating their contributions, and
ageign to enoh a proportionato amount ae-
oording fo their wants,

To enable ihem to do so, the wants of
the covoral schemes must be known, and
for laok of this knowledge, it is frequontly
the oase that one soheme gaing =t the
expense of the others. A perusal of the
tablos, presented by the statistioal
committeo to the Absembly last year, shows
that many of our congregalions, contribnt.
ed either nothing or a very small amount,
to one or other of the more necessitous
schemes, while the same congregations
gave largo aums tu sohenvs Joss neody, On
the other hand, some ocongregations are
reported s baving given abont ten times
as mach to one of the schemes ag they
gave o another, although tho formex cnly
required doubla that of the latter. It is
{ruo that somo of our ministers a3 well as
many of our people, have * pot” sohemes,
that is, schemes in which for certain rea-
sons they feel more warmly interested
than in others, and natarally their infln-
once iy exorcised $o obtain the ‘¢ lon's
share " for these. Still we beliove it very
desirable that a8 a genoral rule, our con-
gregations should appropriato their mis-
sionary contributions in accordance with
the wants of the respeotive schemes, and to
eneble them to do o, we wouald suggest
the propriety of all the ¢committees und
Buards of the Ohnreh, proparing as an &p-
poudix to their annnal roporte to the As.
gembly, an estimate of the amouut ro.
quired tor the foliowing year. We would
then rut only bo able to dotormine the
averago contribution per member requircd
for each soheme, but also—what we believe
to he of much groater importance—the
proportion ¢ftho entire contributions of a
congregation required for each of the ge-
veral dopartments of the ohuroh work, In
otber words when s congregation met to
appropriata their missionary oontributions
for the yuar, they would know, that for
every dollar required for Home Missions,

8o r1ouch wag needed for Foreign, 30 much
for Frenoh, 50 muoh for the Golleges, otc.,
and thus be able intelligently to appro.
pristo their monay ancording to the wants
of the several achemes,

Wo find in the appendises to the Homs
Missiou report for the western seotion of
the Church & earefully prepared estimate
by tho secretary of the expenditare for the
eurrent year, and in the report of the
cornmittes on the Forsign Mission Beports,
the probable amouns required this yoar is
given. Convicosd that it would tend to
more intelligent giving on the
songregations, ware all onr Commitiess and
Boards to report to the Assembly the esii-
mated amounis required for the following
Joar, we commend this auggestion to their
iavorabla eonsideration in the shope that

they may adopt it this year,

YERIAN

We look to the Counail as sommenoing [

Maxnce 9, 1377,
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THE ASNUAL STATIS?IOSN,

The interesting report of the Committee
on Biatiatios for lnst your asouptes eighty
pages of the appendix to the printed min
utes of Assernbly. When tha report wus
befors the Asserably it was agroed to diveot
the attention of the Comraittee to the de
sivability of reduoing tls size in faturs
years by lassenfv ¥ the numbor of detaile,
the gexeral opinion baing that while an ox-
tonded und miuute report might be *ser-
viooable every fifth yoar, it was not deair.
able nnonally, To asoomplish this, we
think that the siatistioal and finaneial
tables might bo continued, and that with
decided sdvantage.

As tho “yames of wministers” and
* dates of ordlnstion " appear in tho rolls
of Presbyterios, which aro published In the
Aesambly minutes, these two colnwng ag
woll a3 a number of others which are of
little practioal use might bo omitted entire-
ly. The present sized pago of the Assembly
minutes would admit colamns for the fol
lowing :—

1. Namo of congragation,

2. Nuinber of atations supplied.

8. Number of families,

4. Number of communioants.

6. Additions by certifisate.

6. Additiona by profession of faith.

7. Attendance at Sabbath Sohool,

8. Attendanse at Bible clags.

9. Is thero a mansa ?

10. SBtipend promised from all souroes,

11, Arrears actually due,

12. Qontributions for strictly oongroga-
tional purposes in additicn to stipend,

18 to 21. Each sechems of the ohuroh,
inoluding Sabbath Sohool eontributions,
College Building and Colloge Endowmont
funds.

22, Total contributions for all purposes.

Thess, together with a colnmn for the
nawmes of ministers, if thought desirable,
oould all go upon one page withoat enlarg-
ing the size of the paper now used for the
Assembly minutes, thus reducing the re.
port noarly one half, and that without in.
jury to the  interests involved, as we be-
lieve that the information obtained by
means of thege columns would serve all
practioal purpeses. We venture respeot-
fully to euggest suoh a change as theabove
to the Statistioal Commitiee. Wa do not
know whether the suggestion is made %oo
lato for the present year; if 80, it may be of
sorvice in future.

Among the rescommendations made by
the Committee last year aud adopted by the
Assembly, were the two following, to which
we invite epocial attention :—

* That Presbyteries ho required to pro-

cure the returns from congregations in
good {ime—as soon as possible after the
close of the year—examine them them.-
selvew, and forward thom to the convener
of the committee on statistics.”
* That miesion stations bs required to
roport, as well as organizod congregations,
80 that thero may be a full exhibit of the
strength and numbors, and of the Ohris.
tian effort of the entirs Ghareh.”

As to the first of these resolutfons, it
may be diffienlt to give effoot to it fally till
the scolosiastical yoar be made to corres-
pond with the calendar yesr, yot there is
no axcuse for thoso congregations who do
not forward their returns to the olerk of
their presbytory within the spooified time.
Last year, bosides some seventy-five indi-
vidual congregations, which are not roport-
ed af all, there are two wholo presbyteries
from whom no returns were obtained, thus
rendering the statistios of the church as a
whole iucomplote, and defenting in rome
respectx the purposes intended to be rerved
by the appointment of a stavistical coramit-
tee. ‘Che omission last year was doubtless
owing to gome extent to the union having
80 rooontly beon effeeted. Wo trust that
this year thore will be returns not only
from overy presbytory, but from every
congregation of the church, and that theso
will be forwarded in good time, 8o that tho
convener of the committes msy bo pui to
no disadvantage in prepariug his report for
the Assembly. 'While the remedy largely
lies with Presbytory olerks, on the other
hand winisters and moderators of vacant
sexsions should see to it that the schedales
are filled np, and forwarded to the clerk
of their respective Prosbyteries within the
speoified timoe.

In several instances last year the names
of congregations are incorrectly printed. In
a church extending over so large a terri-
tory, and embracing s0 many congrega.
tions, and comprising several branches so
reoently united, it is not to be expeoted
that the Convener of the Siatistioal Com.
mitiee, or any one person is familiar with
the name of every congregation, so that
it is necessary, in order to have them
ocorrectly printed, that Presbytery olerks
shonld write as legibly ae pomsible in
making up their returns,

Concerning the oither resolution sbove
givon, any one can see by gianoing at the
statistionl report of Iast year, that it is
necsesary- The large majority of the va.
osut congregations furnish no statisles at
all, while in many Presbytery relurns
not even the mames of missien slations are
given, mush loss full siatistion of these.
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wostern mecllon of the Ohureh, from
whom anything kike falt reinrms of VA-
eanolos and miission stations are given ars
thuse of Peterboro’, Owen Jound, Guelph,
Chatham, Bruce and Huron, It may bs
said that tho statistics of mimion stations
aro foued in the appendix fe the Homs
Migsiun report, but it must b remeombarsd
that the stedistics requived by tho Home
Mussion Gomuittoe do uot by Any moans
embraoe the inforraation required by the
committes on siatistios, and aparl from
thisit is imporinat that the Statistiosl
Oommitsas should bs able to prosont at s
glenoe fali retarns from all the congrogs.
tions, whethor sottled or vacaut, and all
the misslon fields in every one of tho Pros.
byteries of tho Oburch. In formor years
regolutions have boen adopted by the Asg.
sembly with a view to gotting fall roturns
from mission fields as well as pastoral
charges, but theso resolutions have not
generally boon notod npon. 'We trust that
Presbytories, and espooially Prosbytory
clorks, in whoso hands the matter largely
lies, will soo to it that this year fall au.
thoritative retarns are forthsoming from
every atation and oongregation in thoir re-
speotive bounds, go that we may have reli-
able juformation as fo the real numerioal
and finanoisl strangth of the Ohurch., The
Proshytorial returns shonld all be forward-
ed 50 as to reach the Convener of ihe As.
sombly’s Committoo by the 1st of May at
the latest,

REVIVAL SERVIOES.

8T, JAMES' CATHEDRAL,

Peoplo ars in tho habit of nsing up their
strong words on very ordinary acoasions,
8o that when somothing happens that iy
really ex{raordinary, they have not got a
word left strong enough to deseribe it. The
word * orowded” has been a good deal
spoiled in this way. To say that the Oathe.
dral was orowded Iast Sabbath evening
wonld convey to the minda of our renders
but & very faint idea of the sotual state of
the oage, People who got thers half-an-
heur before ths time announced for the
commencement of tho servics, thought it
wag crowded then, but they afterwards had
an opporbunity of witnessing with feelings
of wonder whata number of people can be
packed juto a place after 1t is orowded,
Though the ovdinary sitting sccommoda-
tion hod long given out, the stream of
peoplo atill kept pouring in, acoompanied
by a number of active attendants onrrying
chaire which they placed in a double row
a8 close to ench other a3 possiblo down the
centro of tho afsle, All the available space
behind the paws was also filled with chairs ;
and still vast numbors were on their faet.
Urged on by the nressure from behind they
moved forward and complately blooked the
two narrow passagea $hat had been left on .
onch side of the chaira in the aisle, They
looked np o tho gallery, only to assure
themsolves that the gallery was densely
packed. When the {ime oame for the
servico {o begin the vestibules were orowd-
ed. Thoso who wers out could not get in,
aud thoso who were in could not easily get
out; aud the ourroné stopped. The vast audi.
ence eeemed to bo composed almost entirely
of well-dressed (or what are commonly
celied respeotable) poople. But though there
scemed to bo a similarity in worldly posi-
tion, thero also scemed to bo a great di-
vorsity in characlor. On snch an occasion
it does not require any great degreo of
sharpness to detect the man or woman of
the world, who seldom or never enters s
place of worship. Many such were pre-
gont ; and in this fact wo can discovor the
use and perhaps the only use of having
these revival servioes on Sabbath—perhaps
somo poople would say—'"or at at any
other tima.” But we do not go so far. We
do not object to people who aro Christians
already, going to euch services whon thoir
doing so will not call tLem away from the
stated minisirations of thoir own pastor,
Their atiendance encourages the workers
and rtrengthens their hands. Bat iast
Sabbuth evening, too many church-going
people—Episcopalians and others—left their
own churchea for the sake of attending the
revival meeting, True, if so many Epis-
copaliang kad not bson there the responses
would not have come so freely from all

parts of the building, True also, if 8o
many Episcopalians and Preabyterians
and Methodists had not been there, Old
Hundred would not have been thundered
out with saoh volume of sound as {o ren-
der it difficnlt to distingnish the tones of
the organ. Batit is also true that if so
mauny churoh-going poople had not been
tbere, the other olaes, spoken of already,
would have had more room, and so mn
of them would not have besn compelle
fo tarn away—whither ?

Regarding Mr. Rainaford we have only
space dnough left to say that his address
gu jost wl;:t an ;g'&roluito an:: ‘:; “(i

ience ought to ain, po an
pnotical.ncWe hava ealled if an address—
we oconld not call it a sermon ; he himieslf
did notoall it that. But he knows human
natare, and he knows the gospel; and
with intense sarnesinessand in the plainsss
possible spesch, he desctibex the one, and
pruaho\.b elaics, fols, 1o oiue, Wit
oconsidera 80 young a mas,
he hunts the sluner out of his varied dis-

Tudeed, the only Presbyteries im the | him

a holds, and thém
frioty M s so irashulds and
l?dfob him ksow what God Winks

.



