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THAT TRUTH SAYS.

Peoplo may fancy that Mr, Gladstone has
s rather hard time of it on certain occasions,
snd 8o ho doubtless bas, but his position is
ono of perfect peace and tranquility in com-

ipon with that of a French Primo Minis-
ter. Accnunts of the ryesignation of AL
Pary st Paris s fow days ago would seem
1 indicate that the life of & French Premier
oot a happy one, for so inflammable is
ihat people that & very small spark will
aase them to flare ap and burn fariowly,
sad some object must be found on which to
vent the flame of popular wrath, A cabinet
pinister's fall was never more ignominious
sadcomplete than thatof M, Ferry, Notonly
was his resignation accspted on the spot,
tut Joud demands were made for bis life,
Henri Rochefort declaring that be should
be guillotined at once, And all this fuss
took place because the Freuch got whipped
at Lang Scu the other day. One would
think the French ovght to be pretty well
sccustomed to being thrashed by this time,
as the war in China has been more prolific
of defeats than victories to the Gallic invad-
am, in spite of the fact that, according to
the French preas, every engagement reaulted
W victory for their troops. Popularity is
tat a transient matter anywhere, but verily
there is 00 knowing at what hour and at
what moment & French public official's
ppularity may vanish like the flame of a
wadle in & hurricane.

Whether England and Russia are to bave
a regular set-to in Afghanistan or not is
just now doubtiul, but everything scems to
indicate that a collision must, sconer or
Iater, take place, and if such be the case,
the soomer the better, as certain other
Powers which might with to takea hand
in, unfavorably to Britain, are just now
fally emplosed with their own affairs and
csnmot spare time to interfere in the East-
e row. There has been a pretty good
xrimmage already betwoen the Ruasians
aud the Afghans at Penjdeh, in which the
latter were defoated wita the loss of five
bondred men,  As Britain is bouzd to pro-
tecs the Ameer's interests against Rusian
sggiession, it is extremely probable that
war will follow this engagement. At preo-
ot it seea difficult to tell who has been
toblamo for the collision between Afghans
azd Russiann; the Iatter lay the blame on
the foriner, and the Afghans rctort by say.
isg, “You're another.” There canbs 2o
doubt, however, that the Czar would like
%0 get hold of Penjdeb, and it is quite pos-
sible hc may have already doneso. The
tmportance of this placo ariaes from the
following facts: It formsa kind of out.
wotk ¢o the local market town of Mervrood,
which lies about twenty miles south of it,
Wgher up the river Murghab, which, flow.
a2 northweat from the Gtoor mountains to
the oaais of Merv, 180 milcs north of Herat,
s the moet direct spproach to the latter

! place from the side of Russian Turkestan;

. Pejdch completely commands thisspproach |
frvn its position om the left baznk of thebe kept humble; I nover prayed that I
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strcam.  Wo may rest assured that the
Russians would make a very slight provoca-
tion on tho part of tho Afghans a pretext
for attacking them and getting hold of such
& placo as Penjdeh, and they have most
probably been the aggressora in the conflict
which has already occurred.

The British Government recently wanted
anumber of horses for cavalry purposes.
Canadian breeders and farmers have horses
which are admirably adapted for such pur-
poses, aud which they wished to aell. In.
dians, U. S,, ias a number of inferior
horses for uale, \When Americans want to
purchate good horscs they send to Canada
for them, The British Government wished
for horacs and bought them from Indiana.
Well?

The Hon. Ignatius Donnelly, of Chicago,
alluded to in these columns last week, is
still proving to his own unbounded satisfac-
tion that Lord Bacon was the author of
Shakespeare’s poems, and that William was
oot much of a poetafterall. MAr Donnelly,
it seems, has made a life-long study of the
subject of cryptograpby, and he divaiges
the secret ! an ingenious theory by which
he claims to be able to eatablish incontest.
ably the authorship of the plays of Bacon,
Ope thing is also incontestable, and that is
that peither the aweet singer of Stratford.
on-Avon nor his lordship can be called on
to teatifly, or, if called on, it is very impro-
bable that either will respond, and the
Shakespeare-loving public will not casily
allow their idol to be sbattercd by tho icon
oclastic Ignatius Donnelly. That gentle.
man certainly makes out a very good case,
and his claim is mado to appear more plaus-
ible by tho fact that Bacon was an adept
cryptograpber.  Spaco will not permit a
full explanation of Mr. Donnclley's alleged
wonderful discovery, but he asserts that
the cypher which ho profcsaes to have dia-
covered shows conclusively that Tord
Bacon claims the authorship of
the works ascribed to Shakespears.
Mr. Donnelly puts forward many, appa.
rently convincing arguments in support of
his theory, and all that can be said isthatif
it turns out that Mr. Shakcspearc never
wrote his own works he ought to bo ashamed
of himsolf for gulling tho public for over
300 ycsts, and peoplo with low forcheads
will take great comfort in learning thata
geotleman with tho magnificent towering
brow upiversally believod to have beca worn
by Shakeapeare, was only a kiod of rhymo-
ster after all, who didn’t know much,

The Rov. Jamoes Patterson is a Philadel-
phia clergyman, and his head scems to be
levcl. Hc, doubtless, belicves in the effi-
cacy of prayer, bat he doos not appear to
belicvo in praying to Heaven for thiogs
whith will be furnished in the natanl
courso of events without being prayed for.
His opivion is that ministers of the goapel
should bo poor and humblelike their Master,
Speaking to a number of his parishioners

this eminently sensiblo divine said :—*¢I
have often prayed,’ said ho, ¢ that I might

might be poor. Icould trust Buttonwood.
street Church for that {” If newspaper re-
porters are to be believed there are churches
not a thousand miles out of Toronto that
can be trusted to produce similak effocts,

In the same way that & thief is supposed
to be the most eflicient person to ca%ch an-
other of his own species, so the Ameer of
Afghuanistan sppears to be the sort of a gen-
tleman to deal with the wily Russians,
Both Afghans and Rumians are about as
treacherous and untrastworthy asany people
on this earth, and are up to all sorts of
tricks and dodges, but possibly England
may just now put more confidence in the
Ameer's professions of ‘riendship tbanin
the protestations of honcrable intentions on
the part of the subjects of the Ciar, as he,
doabtless, has o keen eye to British gold,
a metal that ever rings with a moat seduc-
tive chink in the ears of an Oriental. The
Ameer certainly outwitted the Rumian of-
ficers whom he discoversd to be epies en-
deavoring to find out the nuture of the 1e-
jationship between Indis and Afghanistan,
and who had accepted his hospitality. The
wily Ameer had a series of letters of & most
misleading nature preparad and placed in
such a position as to lead those who found
them to imagine that they were meant to
be hidden, but where the Russians would be
sure to come upou them. They did so im-
mediately, and telegraphed their purport to
St. Petersburg, thusleading the government
most completely astray. aund thoee officers
now have the satisfaction of knowing how
nicely that cunning Ameer bas ¢ done »
them.

Last meok a most alarming report reach-
ed us from the North-West to the effect that
soveral tribes of American Indians had
crossed tho frontier and were taking the
war path in conjunction with the Bloods,
Picgans and other Blackfect Indians, Soon
after the rumor began to circulate it wxs
found to be utterly bascless. The Glode,
in commenting on the falss report, ssys :
4 \What it indicates is that the peopls in the
aeighborhood of Calgary and Fort McLeod
aro losing faith in the quietness of the
Blackfect.” With all respect to the Glebe,
this false report indicates no such thing, in
our estimation, but it shows that a most
able liar is loose somowhere who is dolog
hisbest to cause alarm; for what purpose
is beat known to himself,

¢ Qur lads" of the Q. O. R. and Royal
Grenadicrs who havo been sent off to the
North-West are reported to have (to usea
vulgsr phrase) ** toughed it out,” well ao far,
and have surmounted the difficulties of the
march, blizzards, sleeping in wet clothes
and all the other dissgreeables which go to
prove “hiow merrily we livo that soldiers
be,” with admirable pluck and fortitude. It
is, wo beliove, a fact that tho majority orat
least alarge percentago of these yourgfollows
ato cither members of athletic associations,
lacroseo clubs, &c., or ave in a great measure
ardent devotees of athleticism ihsome sbape
or form, and there czn be ba' litile dosis

that the stamina displayed in the trying
marches to the North-West has been de
veloped in the athletic sports in which our
voluateers tako 80 prominent a part. Such
afact is a stropg argument in favorofa
gymussiom for Toronto, s schome to es-
tablish which kas been on foot foi some
time but which has nct met with tho en-
couragement it deserves,

The massacro of eleven persons by Indians
at Frog Lake {s merely a taste of what theso
uncivilized red men are capable of when
once they start on the war-path, and of
what may happen on a very much larger
scale before the troubles fn the North-West
are ended. There scems to be no doubt
that such & massacro actually took place,
but it is extrzemely hard to know what to
believe about this robellion when tho papers
on one political aide are manifestly magnify-
ing every unfavorable report, whilast those
on the other say but little about tho same
report, or suppress it altogether. If the
Indians immediately in the ncighborhood
of Fort Pitt, which is about 40 miles from
Frog Lake, are determined to continue their
bloody work, then it looks very much as if
Tnspector Dickens and his amall force of 25
Mounted Police, together with thoso few
men, women and children who are cooped
up in Fort Pitt, are in an extremely perilous
position, unless speedy succor reaches them,
for they will certainly be cut offshould they
attempt to retrcat to Battleford, a distance
of noarly a hundred miles, However, itia
impossible to say what a day may bring
forth, and there may bo no further masesacre
after all, which is the best way to look at
the matter,

It may be stated that the Inspector
Dickens, whose name figares in the des-
patches from the North-West Territory, is
said to be the youngest son of the eminent
author, Charles Dickens. If this be true,
and there is no reason for doubting the as-
sertion, the gallant ingpector has inherited
but Jittle of the genius and brilliancy of his
gifted father, though he is said to be an ex-
cellent officer.

There appears Lo be every indication of
» general Indian rising in support of Ricl,
and the danger to the moro remote settlo-
menta cannot be over estimated, It is
doubtful if the force now on its tvay to
attack Riel is atrong enough to affect any-
thing, and the prospect is that tho rebellion
will not be quelled uatil » good deal of blood
has boen spilled,

In bis last latch of foreign nomiunations,
Mr. Cloveland has stuck to his policy hith.
erto pursnod, of naming men whose sclec-
tion is a surprisc to both parties.  Thero
are certainly many obscuro names in his
list, and those which aro known aro not in
any waynotcd. Tho South has a large
ahare. A botuwr way to show tho msgan-
imity of tho North toward tho latter could
hardly bo devised than by sonding them
abroad as Tepressntativos of the Govern.
mens they tried to destroy.




