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DR. ALEXANDER'S PRAYERq.

Dr. Hall, in his Journal of Ilralth, thus >peaks of ic public prayers of Rev.

Dr. .laum W. Alexander. " If asked what was the most distngmsishing thing

about him,. we would miiost unhcsitatingly ,,ay it was his prayers. Of all we

have ever heard uttered, or read of the uninspired, Dr. Alexander s were the

inost devotional, the nust heavenly. There was no humi cndition they did

net reach. lie seemed to get right at once into the presence of his inlaker, and

as if wanting to improve the opportunity before lie got away, his great broad

leart would take all humanity within its foIds.
" lie sceum:d fainiliar with every piase ofhuman sorrow. In a single prayer,

and wve made note of it at the tiie, he petitioied for those who were kept from

th lihouse of God by inclement weather, by the sickness of theiselves or near

relations, by the compulsion of others; for those wio were sufferng in their

good name in person, or in the person of others; for those who were in actual

want of food or rainent; for those wio were anticipating reveahnents which

would affect their social position; for those who were made bankript ; for those

who were anticipating the loss of fortune; for those ie were writhing under

the appreliension of failure to îuect niatiuring pecuniary obligations; for thoso

rho were hardened by worldly entangliemits; for those whose licarts were

ruing by the mental deralngenent of tlicir friends, or of their own famdiies;

for those wio were afraid they should theimselves go niad; for tiose who felt

they were castaways fron God. and believe.d their perdition scaled The im-

pre>soi made on our ntind was so strong at tie tine, we felt anmost ready to

exclaim audibly, N'hat a miserable congregation this isl' llis prmyers were

uniforiil.; iost impressive. Forgetting hiniself and lis congregation, le would

carry away at tines in his great warm lieart thc wants ofa world, and lay them

right don i at the umercy-seat, for God te look at, and pity, and deliver."-Alimer-

icant Mesenger.

NO LIFE WITIIOLVT DOCTRINE.

There could be no life without doctrine; this thesis might be established

both on principle and by experience. A distinction must be made between the

truc life and the false. Tho Pharisees iad a certain kind of life. Doctrine

could not be separated frot life without ignoring sin. Without doctrine thero

might be beautifil actions, but justice could not he recognized. There were

two difirent notions formed of tie Saviour. According te the one, I1e appeared

as a wise ian and a inoralist ; according to the other, as a Mediator and Re-

decmer. Doctrine alone could restore the guilty from the abyss and make

thei Christians.
Christianity never noralizet wîthout dogaintizing. W'hen Paul wished to

corret the Corinthians for their spirit of litigiousness, he recalled to tlem that

they had beenjustified by Jesus Christ. All Christian miorality reposed upon

Jesus and hii crucitied. The work could only be solid which Nas founded on

thle work of Jesus and hi apostles.
Jesis â.s the source of thiis life; but it cotuld not be îinderstood withtout a

sulteriman itihience on the intellect and t Le heart. Tie agent of tI influence

Vas Itt 1101y GliosL The mîeans which supported this life provei again the

nece»ity of unitiig faith and doctrine. The attempt te protdice life without

doctrine ma> an attempt te seek the effect without the cause. Experience

proved this. Whio hai converted the world? The apostles. W asit by preach-

ing norality without doctrine? No, it was by prcaching doctrine. ite mis-

sionaries who had converted so many souls preacied doctrine. What did

Calvii prcach? Doctrine. To what did we owe the Refornation if net to

doctrine? What h1ad produced the religious revival of our continent except

doctrine again ?


