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strain upon the ligamnents. Wbether this attitude ià voluntarily
assumed, or wvhethcr it is forced upon thie foot, the distise of
function and the mechanical disadvantages to which the foot is
subjected, predispose to weakness and deforrnity."

Further, the same, observer bas said that fiat foot wvhen f ully
developed is practically a dislocation, in wihich the astragialus lias
iipped downwýards and inwards froni the remainder of the fnt

to which. the muscles ù attached.
Fiat foot is simply a. fairther development of weak foot, aud

this is simply an exagg eration of a -normûal attitude.
The terra " pronated foot " is utsed to describe a foot rotated

at the calecaneo- astragaloi d joint. It is really an early stage of
fiat foot; that is, while there is etn culdsoain ofte
-astragahis, this boue inay, and probably does, bear an abuormal
relationship to the othe;.: tarsail bones.

.The symptoms of this condition are a sagging of the internai
malleolus and a seeming adduction of the -whole foot. The sagg ig
of the malleolus is due to a rotation of the whole legt on the foot.
The arch is not apparently affeeted in a purely pronated t&'>,t.
This variety is neyer 1figid. The terra valgus is used to denote a
foot in which, in addivlon to abduction of the foot, a low'ering
of the arch and prominence about the position of the scaphoid is
seen. This variety is often rigid.

Nearly ail orthopaedic. surgeons have contributed to the litera-
ture of the subjeet of the wea«k and flat foot. Amongst the rnost
important of these contributions are those of Lorenz, loiffa, Ellis,
and Whhmran.

As the space at mny disposai is limited, T- shall confine iuy
attention to, the most practical consideration of the subjeet of the
weak or fiat foot, that is, its treatment. This, to my mind, eaul
be .best considered by adoptingy wbat is really the classification of
Osgood, of Boston, and considering the treatment advisable iii
-each class.

ERo-a concluded in bis studýy of the affections of the foot that
-r-à1-o acquired forms of flat foot, uearly 90 per cent. inay be_

*de.;cribed,,because of their methoci of origin, as of the static varietv,'
t<:nsequently, our attention may be most profitably devoted to 'is
vu -1e alone. This, the so-called statie, variety, may primarily
be divided into two classes (1) the flexible, and (2) therid
These will now be considered separately.

(1) The Flexible Variely.-In the majority of cases, bihis elass
represents simply an over-strain. This strain is accoinpanied hy
littie or no rnuscular spasm.

This class may be subdivided into (a) simple weakc, and (b)
pronated feet.


