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Durmng the past six months, the febrile exanthems have prevaded to

some extent in many locahties of the Town and i its neighbourhood,

and it is in the behef that some imterest might be taken in the subject,

that I submit the followîng observations on one of these febrile disorders,

which is, perhaps above all oth-rs, subject to irmportant deviations and

severe coinplicationis-at ail timies worthy of the consderation of the

Medical Practitioner.
It may be renarked. ma the tirst place, that Scariauna Magna is

ilways characterized by s'vere çonIstituutonal synptorms. From the

irstthere is an evident and narked diminution or lowering of the vital

powers. The nervous id ruuscuilar prostration is great and the general

rever assumes the low typho.d or asthene form. In inany uf these cases

he syiptons gradually becoie aggravated and lead to a fatal termina-

gion between the fifili to the tenth or souetimes to the fourteeuth day.
In soie rare instances. however, occuring almost solely w hen the

isease is epidemic, a fatal issuîe rnay :ake place witlin 20 to 30 hours

bsequent to the attack, and that too withuut displaymg any ordîuary
mptoms of Scarlet-Fever. The followîng case, witnessed four years

go will ilhustrate this remark. It was that of a boy, 12 years of age-

ne out of six of the same fanily, all lying ill of Scarlet Fever,-who

as attacked ut 1 A.M. with violent shivering, headaclhe and vomitjng,
ith very slight sore-throat. The pulse was quick, feeble and fluttering

rom the commencement. The vonIuting continued unchecked by ait

smedial meansthe general plostration rapidly increased, the whole ener-

es becane completely exhausted, and comna gradually supervened and

Reepened, till the patient died at 4 past one the next mnorning-exactly
4& hours after the commencement of his illness.-The occurrence of

.ath a% so early a period is conparatively rare, but it may be observed

t the rapidity ut tne fatal termination of the disease is much more
equent and striking during some epidemics than in others and we have

t recorded, as in the cpidemic of iMfalignant Scarlatina which prevailed
Paris in 1743, " every individual who was attacked perished, many

ndeed within nine hours from its invasion." la the majority of theu.
where the patient sinks, as it were from the first, where the vital

wers are rapidly exhausted and death speedily supervenes, no morbid
pearances eau be observed on pOsU-mortem examinations, that could
equately explaiL the cause of death. No conjestion of the orebral

e' es, no vascularity of the membr=aes of the braia car be disoveeted,
even the amall amount of serous-efusion which is only occasionally
rved within the ventricles cannot in any degree account for the


