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We meet for the mutual exchange of practical ideas that may be of
service to us in the discharge of the great trust that is commuitted to us;
that we may be the better equipped for fighting the great battle that we
are waging against disease and suffering. We meet too that we may see
old friends and make new ones. And as "iron sharpeneth steel," so we
by rubbing against each other may sharpen our wits ; and by mutual con-
tact with each ·other we rnay learn to love what is good and noble and
imanly in our fellow practitioner.s, and thus learn lessons that shall make
us better men and better physicians.

Thon again, it must not be forgotten that there is no professional man
who so nmuch needs and so rarely can take a holiday as the inedical lman.
Even when we do succeed in getting away fron home ve are not froe
frôm fear of being summoned bone to minister to the fears or necessities
of some poor fellow mortal unless we can go where there are no neans of
communication which is a difficult matter in these days of telegrapls
and telephones.

Thon there are in the niinds of the people misconceptions as to the
nature and scope of the science of medicine. The public gcenerally know
less of this than of any other science. And this lack of knowledge is the
origin of many superstitious notions, even among people who are other-
wise well informed ; and is largely responsible for that unfortunate craze
for quack medicine and quack doctors, which in our day bas assumed the
proportions 'of an épidenic. Anything partaking of the nature of hum-
bug has a peculiar fascination for many people. A patent modicine ad-
vertisement surmiountèd by the picture of a Red Indian with feathers on
his head, or that of a man with electric sparks radiating from various
parts of his naked body has for some people an irresistible charni. The
charlatan who talks inystery is to them the embodiment of wisdomn.

There is no mystery in medicine. The mystery is in the mind of the
mau who arrogates to himself occult powers, who ignores the accumu-
lated experience of an educated profession-wlio vaunts his remedies as
"cure alls" and preys -on the credulity of an afflicted public with no other
object in view than how much money he can get out of them.

Time woild fail to even entunerate the false notions in the minds of
the people as to the scope, the aim and the objects of the science of
medicine. Perhaps one of the most common and the most baneful in
its effeets is the idea that every disease has definite symptoms and is
liabelled 'with its antidote and that all the physician h'as to do is to find
out the name of the disease, apply the antidote and cure the malady.
Nothiig ca.n be -fdrther:fiom-thetruth;than this idea;,and themore
eilightened the peoplebecme ânthis:Pnit lieligliter, will bethe bu-
den of the neicaltinan.' Let them -learn that thé grëatiajoi of
diseases run their course and terminate by a natuial process without
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