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THE ACT TO AMEND THE ONTARIO
MEDICAL ACT.

During the last election for the Legisiative
Assembly, a very important class of the commun-
ity in Ontario, representing the farming elenent,
made a fairly sLiccessful attenpt to get representa-

tion of their own in the Hlouse, irrespective of the

two old narties. The movement is an old one
brought up in a new form, and promises to be of
soie use, both to that particular part of the coin-
mlunity and to the public at large.

The menibers elected are men of good standing,
and presumably of good understanding, being

supposed to be the strongest in the riding for
which they were elected. Whether they are the
strongest, or, indeed, whether they are strong, they
have still to show, as their actions so far, both in
the line of voting on measures on which they
built their platforni, and on measures promulgated
among themselves as new Acts or the repeal of
Acts, are a source of wonder to ordinary think-
mng men.

Politics are far fron our line, but one bill,

or w/ho ai any ime change iter aiddress, will Please

brought forward by Mr. Haycock, with the Patron
support, is most decidedlv our business, namely,
" The Act to amend the Ontario Medical Act." It
was our intention to give an expression of opinion
on this bill to the niedical public before the
second reading, but, unfortunately, through un-
forescen circumstances, we are publishing too late.
An apology is hardly necessary for the delay, but
if anyone wislies it wve are quite willing to give it.

The gist of the bill was ridiculous in tà.e extrerne,
both froni the standpoint of benefit to the profes-
sion and benefit to the general public. Ail the good
clauses in the Act were to be repealed, and many
others, almost iniquitous ones, to be added, giving
scope to any kind of quacks, fakirs and midwives.
We are satisfied that if it had become law the
Patrons would surely have been the first ones to
ask for a repeal of their own legislation after a
trial of one year, as their constituents would cer-
tainly have been that part of the people niost open
to the workings of the class they were allowing into
the profession.

The questions dealt with showed their real
value when every member of the House, except
the Patrons themselves and one other, voted
against them in to/o. rhere was no thought to


