157 Dri Strarrorp on the Hip-Joint.

trochanter, driving the head of the bone deep into the socket.
which not unfrequently gives rise to intense:inflammatory action
that.ends in discase of the joint, and permanent lameness.

.. The round ligament, as it has been called, is rather triangu-
lar- ag its base in the colyloid cavity, but becomes round towards
its.apex, when it is inserted into the depression in the head of the
Femur. The position and elaracter of this ligament, would ap-
pearite be intended, to prevent the removal of the head of the
bone from its soeket—that it does so, in many cases appears-suffi-
ciently evident—but in others, itis so very lax, thin and powerless.
that it is impossible to imagine it can have any such nfluence—
while in some cases jt isventirely wanting.

Moreover all these purts arc covered with great and-powerft!
muscles, which are intended to move the joint; so voluminous are
they in character, that the bones ean scarcely be distinguished
through them; and when from injury, effusion.has taken place in
the parts surrounding the joint, great obseurity as to the nature of
the accidens .may occur, by the-hiding of the several prominent
points that used to. serve ns marks to guide onr judgment. In
cases of fracture of the neck of the thigh bone, the limb is more or
less powerfully retracted by the action of these muscles; while in
dislocation.they spasmodically act, with a force that confines the
bone against the pelvis with a powerful effort, and will not permit
the least movement. Again, when inflammatory action shall have
occurred: within the joint, the excruciating pain compels the
muscle‘to restrain the least movement of the joint, and holds the
bone with-a-spasmodic grasp that plainly indicates the intensity of
the patients suffering.” In -disease-or injury of the lip-joint 2
thorough knowledge of the position and.action of these several
tusclés. is indispensible, and must materially faeilitate our just
comprehension of the pathology and injuries of the part; will
point out the action of these muscles, which, when the Lone s
displaced from the-acetabulum; will be shortened and refaxed, and
form no impediment to itsreturn into the socket; while it will
also -indicate the condition of others, which having the distanee
between their origin and insertion greatly incressed, will be coi-
stantly and powerfully ‘thrownsinto a ‘state of spusmaodic action.
these will retract or turn the bone.into'some-abnormal positi-n:
facts.of vast: importance: in the consideration of this subject. and if
duly studied; will afford-us .data -of inestimable: service, towards
forming a correct diagnosis of thematurc-of the atvcident or cha-
racter-of thix diseases .. . u L. o .

We may plainly -perceive {rom. the:nature:of tlie hip-joint
that the movements are great aud varied, -that it can execute
flexion, extensions-abduction, adduction, circuraduction, and rota-
tion of thé 1imb, movements performéit by various sets of musees
which; arising fromithe-pelvis;.act:upon- the thigh either sfngulatly



