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They base their claims not merely on the
importance of .the voad but upon the fact
that the crown lands of Parry Sound yield
in the shape of timber dues large revenues
to the Provincial treasury and that the
distvict hns never received any faiv re-
turn, while the older counties that give
nothing to the Province directly have, in
very many cases loca! rvailways subsi-
dized by the Provinee.  Judge MeCurry,
Mr. W, Beatty, Mr. [reland, and other
promoters of the road have been in To-
ronto personally urging attention ta the
claims of the project. The Province,
since the Dominion assumed coutrol of
Proviucial railways, has not granted bon-
uses, but it is not impossible that an ex-
ception will he made of this case. The
road will yun from Parry Sound to some
potut on the Novthern Pacific Junction
and will furnish a much needed link of
communication not only for the lumber-
men and farmers of the district but for
the constantly increasing unumber of
summer tourists who scek the Georgian
Bay as one of the most delightful places
of rest on the continent. The promoters
say that with fair support from the
Province they can have the road running
in less than a year.

Ratnway Lirg, desirous of being iden-
tified inthe minds of railway men with
study and self-improvement, submits to
its readers a special proposal. If the
members of any organization will secure
among themselves or outside their mem-
bership twenty subscribers to this
journal and will send $20 to pay the
subscriptions in advance for one year,
we will send to their secretary a copy of
Webster's Unabridged Dictionary. This
work has been well called “a library in
itself,” it is one of the most comprehen-
sive, accurate and instructive compila-
tions evar read.  There is no subject on
which it does not throw light, and on
wmany it furnishes the most complete and
authoritasive information within the
covers of any book. A new featurc of
the work is a pronouncing gazetteer of
the world, containing over 25,000 titles
briefly deseribing the countries, cities,
towus and natural features of every part
of the globe. No man who reads can
afford to be shut out from access to a
good dictionary, and if Webster's Un-
abridged hasa place in the meeting room
of the division, lodge or asscmbly every
member will have an opportunity of con-
sulting it. If any of our renders is

ambitious to possess this work we will
send .t to him if he will get up w club of
twenty members. .

‘Tur eflect of the Inter-State Commerce
Bill upon American railways cannot be
bad if it does not injure those who have
bonu.fide moncey interests at stake or
those who draw no more than fair pay
for actunl wovk in operating. ‘Though
the new law may prevent the acquire-
‘nent of control of roads hy intlated and
unjustly approprinted stock, and thus
injure the business of stock-gamblers and
corporation-wreckers, that is nothing for
genuine railway men or genuine invent.
ors to feel sorry about. That this is
likely to be the effect is indicated by the
opinion of the Railicay 7Times, of Lon-
don, Englaud, a journal published mainly
in the interests of railway shareholders
in Great Britain,  Speaking before the
new law was signed by the president the
7imes gives the following opinion, evi-
dently after careful consideration :

The Inter-State Commeree Bill, should it
hecome law, will of course prevent pooling or
special preference contracts of any sort on turiff
rates thronghout the United States amd it will
regulate many oppressive abuses,  Now, as
without this BIIL, and only a possibility of its
passing in sight, prices have tumbled to what
they are, what will be the figures when it
really does step in and take control ¥ Natur.
ally one would say, down, down, down. We
say no.  Should it become law—and, we re.
peat, some such is bound to prevail tn the im-
mediate future—it would be the dawningfof
better days for American stocks.  Wholesome
bugsiness laws would then take the place of
rapscallion methods that change with the
pocket interests of the controllers of railways.
‘T'he railways would be brought within the full
and benjgn influences of the generad laws of
commerce, and the result would lie the sweeps
ing away of rubbish, the assumption of legiti-
mate market values for properties, and the
building up of the same from this newly cre-
ated and much-wished-for foundation. We
say pass the Bill by all means.

THE WISCASSET AND QUEBEC.

IT is not often that so plain and convineing
a statement of advautayes to he reaped is given
to the public as is to be found in a pamphlet
issued by the company which has in hand the
. Wiscasset and Quebee scheme,  This road
s proper, is charteved from deep water at Wis.
i casset, Me., to the boundary line at Quebee
' Province, where connection will be made with
ithe Point Levis and Kennebee for Point Levis
ropposite Quebee City, the whole distance by
jthe route selected being 241 miles.  Of this
.distance a portion is alveady covered by exist-
siug ronds, 30 that there remain to be -built

only 167 miles. This pn'xjuct has been agitat-
cd by ditferent people in former years, but not
until now has there been definite reason to ex-
pect success,  But Wiseasset claims to be the
best havbor on the coust, not excepting New
York, Halifax orany other establiched port
and the best point for the Athwtic terminus
of the Canadian Pacitic.  In proof of this there
is o wmuys of expert testimony given in the
pamphlet 1eferred to, the statements heing
clinched and verified by a copy of that part
of the authorized nautical chmt which takes
in Wiseasset, its approachesand surroundings.
The necessary depth of water for the great
vessels of to-day i3 fonnd together with abso-
lute freedom from ice and storin.  The sailing
distance to Liverpool is 150 miles greater than
from Quebee, hut the advantages of the port,
it is said, move than connterbalance this. 1t
is 250 miles nearer from the North-West to
Liverpool by way of Wiscasset than by any
route comnecting  with New York. ‘This in.
cludes the American as well as the Canadian
North-West, for the Saunlt Ste. Marvie Line
now 50 rapidly advancing to completion will
deflect the trade by way of the Sault instead
of by Chteago.,  Besides the through trade the
new lines wili open up a rich and important
conntry in Quebee amd Maine, whichisalready
ina position tofurnisha great deal of tratlicand
the possibilitics of which ave well nigh bound.
less.  The enthusinsmshown by the promoters
of this line is another indication of the tremen-
dous importance of the Sault connection and
isa feature of the great struggle of localities
which i3 now in progress to place themselves
in a poxition to reap the benefits which will
grow out of the change.  The following geut-
lemen are the committee representing the
Wiscasset and Quebee Railroad Company:—
Henrvy Ingalls, Joseph Tucker, I, P, Erskine,
Wiscasset 3 J. R, Bodwell, Hallowell : Selden
Counor, J. Matchester Haynes, Augusta ;
William Atkinson, North Aunsoun.

RAILWAY BILLS BEFORE THE LEGIS-
LATURE.

A NuMBER of bills affecting railway enter-
. prises are now hefore the Ontavio Legislature,
and others are promised as soon as they can
" be drafted and printed.
Col. Morin, of Welland, sccks the incorpor-
-ation of the International Ferry Railway Com-
‘pany. The act constitutes Benjumin Baxter,
Bdwy Baxter and W, B. Picree, together with
-such others as shall hecome sharehelders of
the company, nud authorizes the construction
of & railway of standard gauge from some
point on ot near the houndury of the gavrison
reserve, in Bertie township, toa point withiu
‘the village of Fort Erie. The company s
‘authorized, at any point where the railway
approaches any :avigable waters, to purchase
and hold wharves, piers, docks, water loty
1and lands, aud o build apon them and to own
and run steam vessels. At the western ter
minug the company is authorized to own and
manage a summerresortand pleasure grounds.
The capital of the company is $50,000.

Hon. C. F. Fraser introduced a bill-to amend

'the charter of the Brockville, West Port &




