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1sr-aol's journey lay througli a wilder-
ftess :-the region of sterility Nvhere was
neither corn nor wine; nothiing te Rus-
tain their life :-and the region of per-
plexity where were neither roads nor
paths; nothing to direct their course.

Sucli too is that probatienary state,
through which the converted have to:
travel. It is a state of barrenness. It'

yilsnothing to nurture and support
=prtal being: nothing to satisfy the
wants and wishes of a lieart hung0ering'
and thirsting after rigbteoxsness. Theý
fifflest abundance of its native produc-
tion leaves the immortal spirit craving,
starving. _'or is it Iess a state of' intri-
cacy. If lcft to ourselves, we shouild go
astray at every ste1). Now wcv should
be confounded by obseurities in doctrine;
then by uncertainties in practice; and
neyer cotuld we reach our destination.
"Our journoy is a therny niaze."

The desort was aise te the Jews a
scene of dangers. There the beasts of
tte forest prowled around thom, and nlot
far distant wore the Edoinites and
Meoabites and Amrnonites,watching their
oppertunity to harass thoni. Henco
they wero commanded to proecd in
rnitary array.

Equally perilous is the course of'
Christians. Their fellow-men are arnncd
against theni. "If they were of the
iYorld, the world weuld love its own;
but becauso they are not of the iworlrl,
but Christ has ehosen thema out of the
%vorld, thierefore the world hateth then; "
anti sceks to wound thoni by the shafts
of sophistry and scorn and slander, or
the sword of persecution. Infernal
spiîrits too oppose then; "their adver-
sýary the devil goeth, about as a rearing
lion seeking whorn ho may dovour."
"They wrestlo not only against ficsh
andi blood, but against principalities and
powers, against spiritual wickedness in
bigh places." They arc therefore "1sol-
diers of Jesus Christ," and are corn-
niandet to take unto thema the panoply
of God2'

The journey of the ?fsraclites was cir-
citous, Jehevah niight have led tbeni
hmei Egypt te Canaan by a few days'
toute; but ho caused thoma te go round,
&e far and se frequently te trace and
ratrace thoi.r stops, that he kept thom
wanderinig ne less than forty yoars.

Thiis, likewi8e, wero Ged se pleased,

lie could directly take us to the celestial
land of' promise on our belioving; but
lie scîdoni does so. At first, perhaps, hc
leads us straiglit onvard te the blessed
goal, and wo conclude we shall quickly
be at rest, but seon, he permits tempta.
tiens te assail us aud drive us backward
in our course. This methed may ho
repeated often for many yoars, tili we
begin te fear that we shail neyer reach
our homne.

Once more, the wanderings of the
secd eof Jacob wero marked by nzany
sin8 and naany citastisernents. Tliey
were a stiff-necked and rebellieus people,
wvho murmnured at evcry trial whichi
bofeli themn, and frcquently forseok Je-
hovah te serve false Gods. Could a
jealeus God connive at such transgres-
sien ? Ye. Many a timo did lio afflet
theru, and often *ith terrible severity,
thoughi he neyer wholly eut them, off.

IlNew these things happenod unto
them, for types (seo the Oreek eof 1 Cor,
x. Il.) and they are written for our ad-
monition, on whom the ends of the world
are come." We are daily sinning, and
thereforo daily suffering. Wlience these
withdrawments of the liglit of' bis ceun-
touancoP theso painful doubts of our
interest iu his love ? these suceesses of
our focs against us ? They are correc-
tiens fer our complainings and ido1atries,
verifying tise warniTlg word: IlIf bis
eldren forsake my Iaw, themn wiil 1
visit with a rot, and their iniquity with
stripes; nevertholess rny loving kind-
ness 'wiIl 1 net tako froin theni, nor
suifer the covenant of my faithfulness te
fail."

IV. 717ieir distinguis7edprivileges.-
2'kcy were .n a state ofspedial covenan t
iitht God. Ho explicitiy made and
frequently repeated bis covenant with
their progenitors, Abrahani, Isaac, and
Jacob, aad ratified it with the whoie
nation at Mount Sînai; and instituted
circumecision among them as a seal of
the mutinai engagement. The sub-
stance ef it was, that Hie would be te
them a Get, and they sheuit beo Hlm
a people-!. e. Ho would divinely bles
thern as a people, and they should ren-
der Hlm devoted service. Ail the bi.ess-

ins and enactments of theo Jewisb
Seripturés -were but the dotail of this
coeoant.

Ble8sed be God He has miade a ne-w


