
History of t/e iioiy .Làïîd.

Thie lat naine by which it is called is Palestine. The whule land
tippears ta have gone by this naine ini the time of Moses, fur iii the
XV. chap. of Exadus Mien the Israclites NNere praising God for their
deliverance from, Egypt, they referred to wvouId be accomplibhed,
etsorroiw shall take hold on the inliabtants of Palestine." Palestine
means a stripe of land, and this was fact, for the land of the Philistines,
or the Palestines, 'vhich it originally refers to, ivas about sixty miles longi
and from. fifteen ta tçventy miles broad. is ninme is derived from the
Philistines, descendants of Mizraim, second son of Ilam, wlmo cacao
from. Egypt and settled here on the shore af the Metditc£rraneann; expelled
the inhabitants, and becarne so powerful as to give their name to the
whale country, though in reality they possessed only a small tract.

The extent of the country. To speak in general terins, the bounda-
ries were, an the wesr, the Mediterranean, or as it'is rendered in
scripture, 4, he great sen," on the east, Arabia ; on the nortb, Syria ;
on the south, tho desort of Sin, and Egypt. is extent lias been vani-
ously estimnted by travellers, Somai say that it does flot excecd 170. or
180 miles in length, (from north to soutlî) and about 140 miles ini
hreadth ; and at the south part. only about 70 miles. Frora the latest
accounts it would appear that it wvas 200 miles in length, by 80 ini
breadth ; and vvhere it widens or narrosvs, 15 miles more or less.
Perhaps it xnay ho better ta compare it with soma country with w1bich.
ive are acquainted. Scotland for instance is 80 miles longer, and 30
miles broader. Ireland is 90 miles longer and 50 miles broader. Or
let us compare it with, a part of this country. Suppose Lake Erie ta
ho the Mediterranean, or "8Great Sea." If we makie that the base, vie
will have nearly its dimensions rmnd shape, by drawing a line Crom the
head ai the Niagrara river ta Amherstburg, thence in Goderich, ilion ta
the township of Caledon,, thence ta the head of the Niagara river. Th,,
country of the Philistines lay, as we may suppose a tract GO miles long
and 15 miles broad along Lake Erie shore from the castera point west-
ward. When we compare it thus, iL is but as a fraction of this country.
The popul.ation oa'f this country, nlot including the different tribes wvhich.
were ta ha expelled, must have been immense. Wo are told that
the number) among whom the land %vas ta ha divided, w'as six hiua'
dred and ue thousand, seven hundred a-ad thirty, anid these vvere
numbered from, twenty years old and upivards, and the strang, almost
certain prohability is. that that number only included males ; so that
the women frora that age and upwards wvauld exceed the males ; ta
these ive must add all belbiv tweaty years of age, ta theso again ive must
add tha Levites vvho raere flot included in the census of the tribesR.
because they lad no inhonitance. Theit number was tçeýnty-three
thausand-all males froni a manth old and upwvards. The proportion
of females among these agaia bas ta ha added ; sa that their number
rhen they entered CaîîaRn would ba upwards ai two millions inclu'


