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tained, or is likely in this gencration to be atfained, as the face of the
carth has not yet been fully explored.  Many of these languages are not
likely to attain the honor of heing eatrusted with the oracies of God § they
will perish before their turn comes.  The field is large.  The pupulation
of the earth, roughly estimated, is about 1,103,000,099—viz., Eurepe,
with 312,500,000 5 \sia, with 200,000,000 ; Afriea, with 200,000,000 ;
Amerien, with 86,000,000 5 and Oceania, with 4,500,000, To supply all
with the Word of God cannot be the work of one century or of two.  And
sinee we cannot foresee the future, we must be thankful for what lLias been
done in the past and what is done at present.

The first in the field to promote Bible work was the Society for Pro-
wating Christian Kuowledge, founded in 1693, It was followed by the
Soviety fur the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, organized in
1701, In Germany the Canstein Bible Institute was founded at Halle in
1710 ; and when the British and Foreign Bible Society was organized in
1804, cight socicties already existed which distritmted Dibles.  With the
wreanization of the British Bible Society a new era in Bible work ecom-
meneed. Tt beeame the feeder and promoter of many kindred socicties,
aud the work of translating the Bible into many langnages was promoted
as never hefore.  About 20 Bible societies were organized after the forma-
tion of the British and Foreign Bible Suciety ; and it may be said that
nearly 100 socicties are now supplying the world with the Word of God.
Sume of these sucieties have only a local importance ; others, as the Brit-
ish and Foreign Bille Society, the American Bible Society (founded in
1s16), the National Bible Society of Scotland (founded in 1%61), have a
cosminpolitan charaeter, having tneir agencies in many countries.  Thus the
British has its agencies in Franee, Delgium, Germany, Austria and Hun-
wary, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Denmark, Norway, Russia, Turkey and
tireece, Moracco, North Aftica, Egvpt, Palestine, Persia, Durmah, Malay-
<it, China, Manchuria, Corea, Japan, Sonth America, West Indics. with
abunt 700 colporteurs at work, who go about from hamlet to hamlet, from
villagee 1o village, and from city to city selling and distributing the Bible.

The American Bilide Socicty’s foreign agencies are in the Levant, Ta
Plata, Japan, China, Brazil, Mexico, Persia, Cuba, Veneznela, Siam, and
Central \meriea, which, besides the ageuts, emploved in the year 1593
231 persons in distributing the Scriptures in forcign lands.  The foreign
virealation mnounted in 1893 to 482,893 Seriptures, cither as a whale or
in porlions,

The National Bible Society of Seatland has foreign agencies in Afriea,
Austria, Belgium, Brazil, China, Dutch Gniana, France, Germany, 110l
land, India, Haly, Japan, Norway, Partagal, Spain, Sweden, Turkey ; it
cmplayed during the year 1893 aver 400 colporteurs, who cireuiated
al2,219 Seriptares.  The lions shave, of conrse, belongs to the British
and Foreign: Bible Socicty, with its circalation of over 1,600,u00 Serip-
tures in foreign lauds.



