
:180.]THE BOERS AND MISSIONS. 169

-%vas tiien, as now, remarkable; and evia1ently the guiding and re-
zstraining influence of these simple ordinances and teachings of the gos&
pel, during ail tlie years, have donc imucl to prevent the nomadic
classes from lapsingi utterly into flie heathienismn of the native tribes
-%vith which they have ever been in contact, Eveni now, in those who
lead a mig«ratory life, buch as the greater inmber of their fathers were
-%ont to lead,

«"While on froma plain to plain thiey led thieir Rlocks,
In search of clearer springs and freshier f:Leld,"

both the spirit and the forms cf religion are everywhere far from.
rare. They lîold the Calvinistie doctrines, and, in many respects, aire
mot uinlike the sturdy Scotch of thiree centuries agro. Roughand uin-
,couth as tlic C1 trek Boers" (nomadie farmers) often are, they have, at
ieast marty of them, a habit of saluting their M.aker at break of day
-with supplication and song. ENri tayucmnntigfor the
patriarch. of the family to bringy his househiold together, morning and
,evening, read a chapter from. the well-wvorn faniily Bible and offer
prayer. Tliey stili retain that resolute, republican spirit of freedom
for wich tlîeir ancestors-%vere distingruislied iii the NMetherlands many
generations ago. rirom their religrion and thieir polities together, it is
easy to sec hoiv they should be of ten thought a stubborn, sometimes
:abigoted, if flot. also aproud race, of an independent spirit, a posi-
tive purpose, and ever ready to fight and die for their riglits and their
liberties.

In thieir general appearance, domestie life and common pursuits,
the Boers are tal, stout, strong, hospitable andikînd, franli and cour-
teous, som«times surly and phiegrmatic. Their farms and their fami-
lies are large, flic former nunxbering from si.-ý to ten thousand acres of
land, the latter from six to a dozen chiffren, to say nothing of serv-
ants. Thieir wealth consists of their lands, cattie, sheep and horses.

'Veethey have been able to seutle down to live undisturbed for a
few generations, they are uîot unlike tue average New Engcland farmner
in. the general orderinig of their affairs. WVhen thcy are given or
driven to constant change, the -%ide open field is their home, and the
large tented wagon, ually dIrawn by twelve or fourteen oxen, is their
bouse, -%where they sleep at nighlt, and in whiech the wvomen and chiu-
dren ride by day, while the men, in their saddles, are out with their
rifles for the gamte they need for the larder. If one thinks luis stay
iii a place nuay bc for a few xnontlis or years, lie builds a cheap
<wattle and dab " house and covers it wvith thatch for himself and

family, a hiovel for luis horses, and a pCfl for bis cattle; encloses a few
.acres of land for a garden, and plants out a fewv fruit trees, and, even-
tually, if flot too much annoyed 'oy the natives, or forcibly ousted by
-lxe Engylish, hie comes to flnd hie has a permanent home.

But the civil and political career and experiences of thue Boers have


