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SINGULAR TRAITS OF SONG BIRDS.

A gentleman of my acquaintance had ap American
mocking bird, that was either constantly singing, or elee
imitating the various sounds it heard, In order totry the
‘mwem of this hird, the owner purchased a fine sky-lark.

Vhen pluced in the same room with the mocking bird,
the song of the former wus heard to echo through the
house, ag if it were chanting **on flutter wing,” its well-
known welcome to the rising sun, The mocking bird
was silent for some tine, bu€ at last burst forth in the
‘strains of the lark, but londer and clearer, as if inounting
und stretching its wings towards heaven. The lark was
silent from thut moment, nor wusa joyous note ever heard
from it afterwards. Willing to test the powers of the
mocking bird still further, an unusually large price was
given for a blackbird, cclebrated for its vocul powers.
It wus placed in the same room with the mocking bird.
Early on the sccond mornmg its song was resumed, and
its charming nots were warbled forth with sl the sweet.
ness and modulations which may be heard in its native
thorny brakes. The mocking bird listened and wassitent
for a time; then all at once its notes were heard to issuc
farth, but sweeter and louder than those of the blackbird.
‘The puor blackbird heard them, felt that it was conquer-
ed. remained silent, drooped, pined, and died. From the
above fucts, emnlation would seem to be onc of the causes
of the songs of birds. When their powess are excelled,
they appear to fecl the disgrace of being conquered, and
to lose all inclination to renew their former cffort.— Jssse's
Country Life.

ArTiFiciaL Stone.—A Mr. Ransome /of Ipswich,) af-
ter much patient research, has succeeded in maturing a
plan for rendering stones, whether consisting of silex,
granite, hmestone, or marble, perfectly soft and malleable
and which may, after being cast in moulds, be again ren.
dered hard by the action of fire, and more durable than
in their original statc, by which processthe most elaborate
and heautiful designs are produced, equal n appearance
to the works of the sculptor, and at a price which will
render them casily attainable; it will stand all changesof
atmosphere, and is exceedingly durable. Information has
also reached us from a correspondent in the United States
that an ingcnious mason, named Hull (of Blainville,; has
succceded In producing 2 composition which is equal in
appearance and durability to stone itself. Having had
prescnted to him several specimens of the materials of the
edifices at Yucatan, which have ¢lood its humid climate
for unknown centuries, aud which were supposed to be
stone, he anulysed the substance, and has succeeded in
perfecting a similar composition, which becomes exces.
sively hard and durable, and superior to the best natural
stone. With the same material he forins a wash for ex.
ternal walls, which 15 impervious to water, and protects
materials with which it is covercd from the action of
fire, and for which he has been offered a large sum as
purchase money ; he can manufacture columns, pillars,
&ec., of this material, which, it is expected, will prove of
important uses n building. Galvamism is cmployed in
the production of the composition.

Nover InporTaTioN.~In consequence of the reduction
of the duty on glass, it appcars to be in contemplation to
bring it into use for the roufing of houses. An importa.
tion of a thick description of window glass has already
taken place, intended for roofing, and were it generally
introduced those who require a strong light to enable them
to carry on their occupations, might cffect their object
and avoid the window-tax. This roofing will be much
lighter than tiles and slates, and if it be cxtended into the
country, the poor will then be cnabled to partake of the
luxury of a bunch of black cluster grapes growing under
the roofs of their own humble cottages. ‘The glass will
also be of great use to market gardeners, and it will serve
for the roofing of green-houscs.

Rovan Aecricurturar CoLLEGE, mecss'n-:n.ch
are happy to hear that this important undertaking is re-
ceiving the support it so richly deserves. His Royal
Highness Prince Albert has recently become patron and a
governor of the college : and we consider that it behoves
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every friend of an improved oducation for agriculturl
pursmits to rally round this attempt to found such an n.
stitution us will be udequaleto the wants, and worthy or
the great interest it is intonded to serve. We understand
that the buildings and preparations are o advanced that
tho college is cxpected to open for the r-ception of stu-
donts in the course of the present year,

Price or Breap.—The bukers of this town lost week
reduced the price of the 41b. loaf to fourpence halfpenny,
and the best seconds is brought into the town ut four
pence ! This is ** cheap bread” with a vengeance ! no.
body but the farmers has a right now to complain of the
price of bread.—Ezeter Gizette.

Mr. James Comins, of South Holton, cxhibited hin
plough which won the prize Just year, and which Eurl
Fortescue highly rccommended, at the recent agrieul.
tural exhibition” at Torrington. He also showed two
other ploughs, which were materially improved, and
which exaited some attention.— Western Times.

All who have meditated on the urt of governing man-
kind have been convinced that the fute of empires depends
on the education of youth.—Aristotle.

Eces PickLep.—'The farmer's dames in some paris of
Hampshire, in their notable endeavours to turn everything:
to good account, have acquired much fame for pickling
exgs which, whilst they conetitute a somewhat novel
feature in the cataloguc of condiments gencrally, are at
the same time particularly relishing. When eggs are
plentiful, they tuke “Tum four to six dozen of such as arc
newly laid, and causc them to be boiled hard; then, di-
vesting them of the shells, they place thei in large.mouth.
ed earthen jars, and pour upon them scalded vinegar,
well seasoned with whole pepper, allspice, ginger, and a
few cloves of garlic. When the pickle is cold, the jurs
are stopped down quite close, and the eggs will be fit for
use in the course of 2 month afterwards. The eggs thus
treated are excellent, and are held in high c:tcem by all
the farm-house epicures in thut part of England.

Tne Crops 18 ScorrLanp.—Froni the late rains and fine
mild weather which have supervened these last ten days,
together with the quantitics of artificial manures applied
to every species of crop, and the effects produced by the
rain in bringing these into immediate action, we never
saw this district of the county of Eust Lothian present
50 luxuriant an appe.rance atso early a period of the sca-
sun. Each crop scemsto vie with another in the promise
of future plenty. Whent will be in the ear m cight days ;
in some places it is far out of the shot blade. The hay
crop is abundant, and the pasturcs are every where im.
proved by the rains. Turnip sowing is rapidly progress.
ing under the most favourable circumstances. The po-
tatocs are _generally vigorous in the stems, and although
some partial failures are spoken of, still it is not nigh the
extent of former years. Cuttle markets, especialiy the
beef, are still fooking up.—Berwick Warder.

T Wearuer axp Crops 13 Scorranp.—A cold cloudy
atmosphere, with frequent lngh winds, prevents vegetation
from muking the rapid progress gencrally expected at this
scason of the year. The grain crops, however, although
late, are g n:rally healthy and strong, ané, in many in.
stances, rather too thick on the ground. Pastures, on the
wholc, are fresh, and have been much invigorated by the
recent full of rain.  Potatoes, in so far as we have seen or
head of, have brairded freely and vigorously and have
not yet shown any tendency to disease, Excepting that
the scamon is not an early one, the prospect as to the crop
on the ground is, on the whole, h ghly favourable.—Edin.
burgh Laper.

REeason avp Kinoxess~—The language of reason un.
accompanicd by kindness will often fail of making un im-
pression ; it has no effect on the understanding because it
touches not the heart. The language of reason unasso- .
ciated with reason will frequently be unable to persuade;
because thougn it may gain upon the affections, it wants
that which is necessury to convince the judgement.—
But let rcason and kindness be united ia a discovery, and-

seldom will pride and prejudice find it casy to resist it.—
Gisborne.



