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Chrisitian Ministers generally %vere in favour cf the
principle of total abstinence, its progress would be much
more rapid than itl had beeii. IL was seventecîs ycars
sinco ho had ahandoned the use of spirituous liquors.

The Rqv. Hugh ]3ourne, oî Burslern, read a paper
which he lhad drawvn up, and %vhich lv,3 was alloved to
rend as bis speech. Its argument wvent to rebut the
charge of infidelity made nt the meeting of the Evange-
lical Alliance. The quaintness of the syle cf reasonling
gave rise to no littie laughter in the Conrerence.

The proposition was put from the Chair, an'd carried
by acclamation.

Rev. MIr. Tabrahiam, of Clithieroc, moved the next
proposition. For the last tvonty years of his Iif- hoe
bad been a complote total abstainer, and bad advocated
the principle frorn the pulpit and the platform. The re-
solution was es follows :-" That the use of any kîad cf
intoxicating drink, in business or in social inteî'course,
but ospecially at marriages, births, baptisms, and fune-
raIs, and at ordinations, and aIl other meetings of mi-
masters, is n great evil, which lias, in multitudes of cases,
enmnnred the unsuspecting, eacouraged dishonest bar-
gains, desecrated aad embittered the most eadearing re-
latioaship and solema leveats, and exposed even sacred
nets to, reproach as iveli as suspicion, and, therefore,
should ho roligiously avoided by aIl."

11ev. Mr. Franklin, of Coventry, said that both, ho
and bis iie were loag-pledged teetotalers3, and although
in the 76th yenr of bis age and the 5Oth of his ministry,
hoe was able to preacli threc times every Sunday, and
take bis week-dny amount of labour in the villages in
bis neighbourbood. Ile hiad been sometimes subject to
extrorne depression of spirits, even to a state approach-
ing to insanity, and wvhen la this state ho wvas visited by
a horrible imagination, and during bis sleep to dreadful
drenms. Ho hiad tried the abandonmeat of the mode-
rato use of fermented liquors ho w'as in the habit of taking,
as a means of escape froin these torments, and the re-
suit ivas an er.tire absence of thcrn. He wvas evon ini
better spirits than lever, and last Lord's day hoe vas able
10 preach three times. (Hear, hear.)

After a fewv observations froin. the Rev W. Roaf, the
Rev. Mr. BUlis, a minister from America, said ho had
livod twenty-four years la the United States, and during
that time hoe had seen not a fe',v laid under the clods of
the valley ; but at none of LI -'undreds of funerals at
wvhich ho bad been preseat did ho lever sec any intoxica-
tinig iquors introduced. (Applause.)

Dr. Burns said that this was a most important resolu-
tien, as it had reference to minîsterial practices. Ho re.
minded the Confereace-that maay miaisters were sub-
jected to much persecution in connexion with this
thing.

Mr. Scott, of Shelley, boped the youag ministers
would ho able te act on this principle la the time to
corne, in the spirit of the resolution.
Mr . Steadman, Stirling, said, that of the 500 'niis-
tors of the United Preshytorian Church to, which lie be-
longed, 100 w.ei-e pledged total absitinence mon ; and of
the eldership, it was uaderstood there were 600 pledged
in clrinnxion with one society. There were no doubt
others pledged in connexion with other societies.

EtANCE ADVOCATE.

The rosolution waq passed unnnimously.
Tne noxt resolution, whicb vvas moved by Rev. Ben-

jamin Parsons, or Bbley, wvas to the foIloving effect :
1That Ille gift and use of these intoxicating drinks at

the election8 of paroclîial, municipal, and other officers,
and especially a t the ellection of Merabers of Parmament,
is cnlcuiloted to, dernoralise the British public, and to de-
stroy pntriotisrn ; to encourage the trnffic, and to rivet
the fetters, oî the licensing systera, and to continue the
bondage of the nation to Ilose dangerous beverages, and,
therefore, it is a solema duty of ail to shun these publc
evils."1 The speaker said, that if lever ellections were 10

ho conducted properîy, Christian mca mueî t.,ke a
greater part in themn thrin they had hitherto donc. There
vvas no reason why professing Chiristians should no-,
corne forwvard, and tlîçow moral and religious influence
mbt ail publie meetings and concerrns. [He begged to~
say iliat, demoralisatiun had not been coîfained to theo
massýes. Lie had seen more of it among the L*.6&îer
classes on theso occasions la araouîg the lowver
classes, aad that entirely fromn the use of inttoXIC,'Inlg
drinks. He hiad seen ministers demoralised, and ment- i
bers of churches, anîd tlîey %vould ae'.er put an end t0
buch scelles unt.î they hiad put anl end to tlîe drinking.

The motion, ffler somo remarks, wvas carried by ac-
clamnation, and the forenoon sederunt wvas brought tona
close.

Ia the afteraoon,,îhe 11ev. Mr. Solly, of Chiclîenhiam,
rend an addrcs.- t0 Menibers of Parliament on the sub.
ject of Sunday traffic la initoxicating liquors. It referred
10 the state oF the people, from the degrading practico of
allowing Sunday drinking on the latter part of that day.
The testimony of judges, police officors, and newspaper
coaductors, wvas appealed 10 as proving that a larger pro-
portion of crime was committed on, Sunday, from the
opening of puî>lic.bouses, than duiring any other day of
the %veek.

After some discussion as to whetber the question of
Goverament interference should be considered la a reli- Il
gious, or la a social point of view, it %vas moved aad;
seconded that the address ho subrnitted tc. the Committee 1
and brought up at a future sîtting. 1

The proposai having been agreed to, tlie meeting ivas
adj ourn ed.

On Thursday, the morning sitting opeaed, as usuial,
at nine o'cîoc-k, the Rev. R. W. Shrewsbury, of Ret.
ford, presiding.

The Business Comnmitîc broughit Up a draat of a rai-
nisterial certificate to be sent out in thc same wvay, and
10 muc. the same effect as the medical certificate Iaiely
issued. The certificate wvas read by Dr. Burns, and the
terras of it gave rise to0 considerable discussion, particui-
Iarly la reference to the queslion of Sabbath prefana-
tion,.ia whichi the Revs. Dr. Ritchie, Mr. Steadnîan,
Mr. M~l'Keî-row, Mr. Buchan, Dr. Burns, and uthers,j
took part. Dr. Burns agreed 10 the addition of certain
words having reference 10o tle Sabbath ia the body of!
the certificate, and tlie motion having lbeea put with illis
proviso, frora the chair, was carried by a large inaju-
i ity.

Dr. Burns thon read tue address 10 the IMinisters of
the UTnited Kingdoin. It is an ably-written and powerj 1


