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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

prevents correspondence. Wishes have sovmetimes been expres.
sed for a Canude ‘Femperance Union or League, but with the
small funds usually ut the dispusal of Committees, high postage
stands in the way, completcly preventing rapid and frequent ex.
change of ideas, in order to its formation un a proper basis, which
might under o uniform low postage be sept up. Were such a
league cuicred into at present, we also feur the postage would
operate as a bar in the way ol schemes affecting the Province as
a whole, being carried promptly into cffect.  But our pages do
not reiste inerely to temperance,  Education and sgriculture are
matters which would panicipate largely in the bencfits arising
from the cheap conveyance of lettess.  We should be sorry if it
were thought by any o.c that we were stepping out of our sphiere
to meddle with party politics.  ‘The question, however, of cheap
postage, will nat be considered such. v hen it 'was propuscd
in Great Britain, the only difference of opmion was what the
amount of postage should be, all partics uniung m the demre
and determination to have the thing ; and even opposition-jealousy
slept, untl a imeasure so fuli of good to the empre bLecame law,
The first proposition of a four.pence postage wus found not to
answer. Nuthiag surved the purpose of placing free cousmunica.
tion within the reach of uli hut the pruny, pre-paid by means of
astamp. [lere, however, we do not thunk there will be cnongh
of letters for some timc to pay the expenses of the Post.oflice at
o penny, but we trust the goveinmant wild give e fwr triai of itat
two.pence within balf an ounce, pre-paid, and four-pence when
not pre.paid.  We do not think a bigh rate will apswer, zod we
wish we only had the car of government to teil it so.  ‘It:e only
way in which we can cfliciently do this is by suggesting to the
Committtees of all Societics throughout the country to meet un.
mediately, and send up ‘a petition to the Houses of Legislature,
embudying their desire to have a low uniform rate of postage, and
expressing the opiniun that no rale would suit the nceess:tics of
the country s0 well as a two.penny one, nor would u higher be
likely to yicld so good a revenue in the course of . year or two.
It cunnot be expected thet a chunge so great, (we suppose the
average postaze in Canada may be about cightpence,) will be cf.
Jected without 24 first & considerable loss to the revenue, but it is
now universally admitted that st is much better to look for nosur-
plus revenuc from the postage, but that the more cheaply articles
within the Post.officc means of ttansport can be conveyed, the
higher will be the amoeunts returied from these whiczh are legiti
wately texed in order to defray the necessary cxpenses ol
goveroment,

Therc is nothing in the Governui's sp“crh to let us know
whether a rcductmn in the postege from the Colonics to Great
Brituin is contemplated. This, bowever, is 1 mast important
matter, and one in whichk every ndividua! ¢
adopted country, is deeply interested.  We are recesving, dzily,
thousands of cmigrants who have Iit belund frignds anxious to
hear of their welfare; but to whom, with the exception of asingle
letter, if cven us much, when they have got somewhat settled,
they never write, becausc they cannot think of paying the Ligh
postage which the transmission of a letter involves. Now, surcly
it is desirable, thut when fumilics are thas separated, they should
have the enconragement which cheap postage mves, of still con.
tinuing to be acquainicd with onc :moxhrr. Of course we cannot
expeet that the postage to Great Britan shaald be ‘Two Pence,
but there ¢annot be a doubt, that a mu<h lower rate than the
present would in the long run pay better.  There scemsat pre-
sent every probability that the exporls of produce from 13is
country to Great Britzin will be very larrvo increasing rear vy

whon this s an

yar ; and,although there are differences of opuion asto whether,
in certain circwinstances, restrictian should he placed on importa.
tion and expertativn, all agree that it is bad to restrict the com.
munication requisite for tlus being done so as to be mutually
beneficial.

This seems somewhat like going more into commnercial motives
for reduction of postuge than we at first intended, but this matter,
though in some respeets a poitical one, is not one of party. It is
an interest of the people, and we have thus touched on it as we
are aware thut our pages are rad by many who may not lcarn
in any other way, that such a thing as low postage is contemplat-
ed by Government. If then there is a desire for the means of
cheap pustage communication, let there be conversation and
agitation of the matter untilit is obtained, Iiis woll known that,
i Great Britain, the idea of being able 1o muke use of the penny
postage, has induced many to learn to write in crder to tuke ad-
vantage of it, and we have little doubt it would have its own
cffecct here. Many a parent who has come to this country,
unable either to write or cypher, will immediately sce the im-
pottance of having his ehildren tanght.  Knowledme will be
wereased, where not merely persons run to and fro, but there are
facilities fur sending 1deas hather and thither; and in this point
of view, the cducution of the people, the inerease of know.
iedge, must be very much facilitated by a low rate of pustage.
Many o youtih who has come to our siares might have been
preserved from vice and nnsery, many a family might be still
united cven thengh *oceans rolled between,” if there hud not
existed the sometimes fancied and roiactimes real barricr of a
igh postage, in e former case, to the advices which a parent
would have given, and n both, where the kinder feelings of our
nature+would have been cherishbed to the temporul und possibly
eternal benefit of the whole.

BYTOWN JUVENILE TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION.

We do not know huw muny of these who minister at the aitar
in this Province are readers of our pages.  We wish wuch their
number was increastd, and that we had frequeat communications
from them. Such we value highly, and we feel well assured that
those who themselves ebstam, and by ther personal uttendunce ut
total abstinence meetings in their several loculities, encourage the
yousg or others who may be inexperienced in the most advantuge-
ous mode of conducting mceungs, &c., enjoy an abundant re-
ward n their own greater soundness of mind and body, and in the
pleasinyr conecivusness that their sphicre of uscfuiness is thus in.
creased.  We think that there can be httle doubt, also, that thosc
mmisters who are consistent tutal abstuiners, and who cndeavour
by ail prudent means to introduce the practice of abstinence
amongst tacxr peopie, must fic freed from very many hurassing
cascs of churelt disciplime. Such testunony as we have heard on
this matter, points to the use of moxientmg drinks as the maost
frntful cause of thuse painful backeldimgs which constitute so
dark a chapier in the history of the Church of Chinet.  Our minis-
terial brethren could teil inany an mstractive tale on this subjeet.

Tie esteenicd writer of the followma has our warmest thanks
for his communications of progress.  Bytown will be the centre of
an extensive district, winel will consider it as their city, and we
arc appy io find that it as, In s slage of 1ts exisience, 1o be so
well leavened with the salutury influence of tectotnlism,

To the Editor of the Temperance Adrocele.
Bytawn, 19th May, 1847,
Sig,—~From your knowledge of the histary and posmon of By.

town, I feel assured that you will be rrr-ml‘rd to learn that the
tcmperance reformation continues to advance in intercst and moral




