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the day is far spent, yea, when'it is abodt the elevcmh
hour, he cometh, and behold ho findeth you and many
others sranding idlen the market-place, and again he
saith unto you, Why staud ye here allthe day idle ?
Do youreply, Because noman hath hiredus? What!
noman{ No phllanlhroplust, no convrevauon, no
Presbytery, no . Synod no Assembly? Go ye into
my vineyard, and whatsoever your hand findeth to
do, do it with all your might. Now, supposc thar,

moved by such a gracious invitation, 'and my ful-

low-loungers werce éach of us roused to’ reply, i Lard,

here an l, send me;" but first resolved to take a sur-
vey of the vineyard' Suppose the larger portion of
it by far were found still in a wilderness state, other
portions here and there*but partislly reclaimed, and
only onesmall corner that could be said at-all to ap-
proximate to a state of perfect cull vation=-supposc
thatthe choicest spots of that' corner were not without
thoras and briars, and other marks of careléss aud
relaxed husbandiy—still, ns campared with the 5e,§t
of the vineyard, a very paradisc of besuty aud fer-
tility=—what would be thought of us, the elc\emh-
hour labourers, if, instead of mnnfully resolvm" 1o,
put forth all our energies, and ai once invade the

wholly uabroken sucface, with its 1mpenetrable Jungle,|:

we should waste our precious time in clamorously pe-
titioning the occupners of the already cultivated and
most fertile comer, in their wisdom, to .devise some
measure whereby we could be employed an punle-
ged to settle theretoo 7 Oh, ifthe Lord ofthe vineyard
suddenly reappeared to take an account of: ur stew=
ardship, what reply could we make that dxd not vir-
tually, actually, and undisguisedly imply, aﬁer all, it
‘was our own ease, and comfort, and convemence we
paramountly seught for, and not the promonon of - the
interests of Hlm, whom we in words acknowledge as’
our Sovereign Lord and Master! To escape from
the guilt and condemnation of such laggart, and dis-
graceful, and ériminal conduct, I would now go to the
unrecluimed wastes of the great vineyard; and I
would go to India in preference to other portions
thereof, simply, because at present the Lord has, in
the overrulings of providence, opened up a larger and
more effectual door, than in any other land, for pro-
claiming the glad tidings of salvation to scores of
millionis that never heard of a Saviour, And secing
that Scotland, with its two and a-half millions, has a
supply of about twelve hundred ordained pastors con-
nected with this National Church; while the Chuich
is satisfied with sendiog forth only ten to p:each the
Gospel to more than one hundred and thirty nuliions
of fcllow-subjects in the Eust that are fumishing for
Jack of knowledge—that is, with sending forth less
than the hundredth part of what she rctuins at home,
to minister the means of Gospel grace, and Gospel
ordinances, to a population fifiy times greater! ]
have tasked mysclf in vain, with the Bible in my
hand, to discover one Scriptural argument why the
lile snug, and coraparatively well cultivated corner
should have so many, and the great uncultivated waste
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so few! I judge no man in the balance of uarigh-
teous judgment.  But, fur myself, I do most solemnly
declure that, withzsuch views pressing so overwhelm-
ingly on my soul, I canuot, without being arraigned
at the bar of couscicuce as a tranor to my Gnd and
Saviour—I caguot, while health aod strength are sups
plied from nbnw—-l dare not be guiky of adding one
more, liowever insignificany, to thie swelthing caatogue
of hurdreds at howue, .'md thercby subtiacting ane,
however mswmﬁnm fromthe Lan and scanty tablet
of units ﬂblu-ld' Ly the blessing of God, therefore,
I proposc to returs and jon the lutle band that is
before me, ““ beauing the burden and hieat of the day.”
And, “if ye will not augment our number, tll une
and-Another has successively fulien, oh, et us have at
least yuur sympathics and your prayers! your pray-
¢fs iinthe closit, your prayess at the fannty aluar,
your prayers in the assumblies and congregauions of
tue people. Ir the whole annals of ume, I know only
of ouc case wherdin a being, 1 human form, could de-
clare, not in prowd, cold, stascal apathy, but m lowly,
yet calm, selfconscious sndependence, that he needed
not, and would not Lruvk any mamfestatson of sym-
pathy or entreaty in his behalf. It was when the man
groaning and bleeding under the burgen
of an ignominious cross, was wending his weary way
up the steeps of Calvary, The spncful outbreak of
seull’ and scoen on the part of the men of Jerusnlem,
whuh proved that their hearts were hard as the nether
mill stone, he could buffer waeh patient silence.  But
thc tears which proved that the daughters of Jerusa-
lem had still bowels of compassion, made him break
the silence in words of tenderness, more magnani-
mous than any that have ever issued from the lips of
wan or angel. Resolved on that day to tread the wine-
press ulone—resolved on that day to exhaust the cup
of human woe and Divine wrath—rcesolvd on that
day to monopolise, as it were, the guefs, and groans,
aud penaltics, not of ume merely, but of cierury—he
scemed to feel as if every tear dropped from human
eye were his loss—as if cvery pang of anguish
wrung from human heart were a subteacuon from the
fulness wherewith be had d:ermined to bear our
gries and carey our so.rows, Hente the burst of
Gud-like tenderness—=% Duugliers of Jerusatem, weep
vot for me; weep for yourselves.”  Bat tiough we
cannot, dare not, apmopriate these words n thewr
Diviue plenitude, we may, 10 the extemt of vepudia-
ting all fears that javolve the notion that we go furth
on a fuilorn hiope, wiile we would mvite the sympa-
thics and the prayers of the fanhful, because we are
bat “aen of like passions with themselves,” and ex-
pos d to peculiar tiials and temptations.  Anncd and
tuitificd by such sympathies and prayers, we shall go
forth with redoubled energy, and a more clasuc buoy-
ancy of hope.  llowever nughty and apparently m-
vincible the forces that are arrayed agamst us, victory
in the end is sure to be ours, But ere the final victory
is won, we may have to eazoumcer dusiicultics far
greater than any yet raaliscd,  Indecd, my impress-

-



